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ROADWAYS

Local teenager 
dies following 
ATV crash in 

Milo on Sunday
Peters was student at 

HHS, had dream of 

becoming firefighter
STAFF REPORTS

Members of the Hamburg commu-
nity are mourning the death of a teen-
ager who died in a single-vehicle ATV 
crash in Milo on Sunday afternoon. 

While the Arkansas State Police 
have withheld the victim’s name 
because of his age as a minor, com-
munity members have 
since identified him as 
J.T. Peters, 13, of 
Hamburg.

Peters’ obituary 
remembered him as 
someone who enjoyed 
playing video games and 
riding four-wheelers. He 
also enjoyed other out-
doors activities such as hunting, fish-
ing and archery, and he had a dream 
of one day joining the Milo Volunteer 
Fire Department and serving the 
community as a firefighter. He 
attended Eden Baptist Church.

Peters was a student at Hamburg 
High School, where he was a member 
of the Future Farmers of America.

“We are deeply saddened and heart 
broken that a 9th grade student of 
ours was in a tragic accident this 
afternoon,” Superintendent of 
Schools Tracy Streeter posted on 
social media Sunday afternoon. “We 
will address the needs of support and 
grief that any staff and/or student 
may have in regards to this loss. On 
behalf of Hamburg School District, 
we send our condolences. Please 
keep this family in your thoughts and 
prayers.”

Peters

NOT FORGOTTEN

We said we would ‘Never Forget,’ 
and 20 years later our country has

Members of the Crossett community gathered Saturday, Sept. 11, at the Cros-
sett Farmers’ Market to mark the 20th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 terror 
attacks in New York, Pennsylvania and Washington, D.C. American Legion Post 
111 led the commemoration, which included comments from veterans and public 
officials, the national anthem and Pledge of Allegiance, prayers for unity in the 
United States today, and the playing of “Taps.” VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer

Local fire departments 
responded to a struc-
ture fire on Brooks 
Road in West Crossett 
on Friday afternoon. 
The structure became 
fully involved and was 
destroyed in the blaze. 
A family member of the 
building owner said 
the residence was not 
occupied at the time 
and no one was in the 
building at the time of 
the fire. The incident 
remains under inves-
tigation.

VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer

FIRE IN WEST CROSSETT
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HSD board to 
begin process 

of drawing new 
district maps

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

The Hamburg School District’s 
board of education moved to begin the 
process of redistricting on Monday 
evening.

The board also recognized a teacher 
who appeared on national television 
and discussed the district’s enrollment 
numbers.

Redistricting
Since the 2020 U.S. Census has 

been completed and cer-
tified, the school board 
will have to redraw its 
district lines in the near 
future.

“Under redistricting 
protocol for this school 
year, we have to deter-
mine where our zones 
and our school board zones will be 
placed as a result of the census 
report,” Superintendent Tracy 
Streeter said Tuesday. “We have to 
make sure that each zone meets equi-
ty, so you have to relate that to the 
population in that zone.”

The school board is fortunate in 
that one of its members, James 
Hartshorn, actually owns the compa-
ny that does that process for many of 
the school districts in the state, 
Streeter said.

See PETERS, Page 5

COUNTY NEWS

Quorum Court 
approves tax 

abatement for  
solar farm

VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

The Ashley County Quorum Court 
voted Tuesday to approve a tax abate-
ment agreement it first signaled it 
would support three years ago.

The abatement, for Today’s Power, 
is connected to the construction of a 
solar farm that covers approximately 
eight acres outside of 
Hamburg. It has been 
operational for approxi-
mately two years.

Attorney Michele 
Allgood attended the 
meeting as a representa-
tive of the company, tell-
ing the Quorum that it 
had first indicated that it 
would support a 65 percent tax abate-
ment for the project in August 2018.

“This is a common thing around 
Arkansas; we see it with solar facili-
ties and manufacturing,” Allgood 
said. “What I’m here for today is the 
formal thing we have to do for y’all 
to implement the things you agreed to 
do.”

As part of the agreement, the com-
pany will hand the title to the prop-
erty over to the county, which will in 
turn lease it back to the company for 
the length of the abatement. While 
the county will technically own the 
property, it will not assume any of the 
company’s liabilities as part of the 
agreement, Allgood said.

While the majority of the taxes 
will be abated, Today’s Power “will 
pay a minimum of 35 percent of what 
would be (taxed), so your school dis-
trict will get revenue during the 
abatement period,” she said.

County Assessor Beth Rush said 
the company has already filed an 
assessment with the public service 
commission for this year instead of 
with her office, so the abatement 
can’t be in place for the 2021 tax 
year.

“We can’t undo what has been 
done, but we can make it where it is 
correct going forward,” Allgood said. 

The law allows for such agree-
ments between companies and munic-
ipalities to last for up to 30 years, but 
Today’s Power has only requested a 
20 year agreement, she said.

Representatives of Today’s Power and the 
Ashley-Chicot Electric Cooperative pose at 
the 2018 opening of a solar array in Ashley 
County. The Ashley County Quorum Court vot-
ed Tuesday to grant Today’s Power a 20-year, 
65-percent tax abatement for the project, 
something the justices had initially agreed to 
do in 2018.

NEWS OBSERVER/Submitted

Allgood
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The Arkansas Department of Health 
has recently reported several cases of 
Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) in 
horses, which indicates the risk is pres-
ent in local mosquitoes.

While no human cases have been 
reported, the disease can be transmitted 
to humans and health officials are urging 
caution.  EEE kills between 70 and 90 
percent of infected horses. Horse owners 
and those with other large livestock have 
been encouraged to vaccinate their ani-
mals against EEE. Cleaning out water 
troughs and other sources of standing 
water to prevent mosquito breeding sites 
is also encouraged.

While it is rare in people, mosquitoes 
can spread the EEE infection after they 
feed on infected animals and bite a 
human. Infection with the virus in a 
person can result in swelling of the 
brain.

Being bitten by an infected mosquito 
does not guarantee infection, and most 
humans who are bitten do not develop 
symptoms. People who become infected 
and are symptomatic typically experi-
ence headaches, chills, fever, malaise, 
joint and muscle pain. 

If unchecked, the illness can result in 
significant neurological symptoms such 
as drowsiness, seizures, coma and pos-
sibly death.

Mosquito-borne equine encephalitis detected in state

In horses, EEE is fatal 70 to 90 percent of the time. Horse and large animal 
owners are encouraged to vaccinate their animals against the virus and 
to ensure no standing water serves as a mosquito breeding ground.
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