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Crossett sends two grades to temporary virtual learning
Seventh, eighth grades affected by teacher quarantines School district marks bus safety week 

without usual classroom interaction
BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The Crossett School District had to 
celebrate school bus safety a little 
differently this year because of  
COVID-19. 

Superintendent Gary Williams said 
that typically the district has some-
one go and speak to the students and 
do other activities, but this year they 

just sent materials home to encourage 
school bus safety.

The schools also sent their typical 
goody bags out to bus drivers as well.

“I do want to take the time to com-
mend our drivers because like many 
districts we do run short of drivers, 
but we do have a few reliable drivers 
who do a great job and they are there 
for us,” Williams said.

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The Crossett School District has 
moved two grades to virtual learning 
and canceled the Ashley Bowl, but 
officials said it’s been done as pre-
caution and not because a large 
number of students and staff have 
tested positive for COVID-19.

Superintendent Gary Williams 
said that even though the district 
doesn’t have a large number of posi-

tive cases of the virus, the cases that 
have been confirmed have come into 
contact with a lot of 
people. 

Williams said there is 
only one active case at 
the Crossett Middle 
School, where they 
have now moved the 
seventh and eighth 
graders to virtual learn-
ing. The reason the seventh and 
eighth grade have been moved to 

virtual for the week is because a 
large number of teachers are quaran-
tined for 14 days and the school 
doesn’t have an adequate number of 
substitutes and staff to fill in.

“I think there is some confusion 
between a positive case and someone 
who is quarantined as a precaution,” 
Williams said. “Right now, we have a 
lot in our district who have tested 
negative, but who are quarantined 
because of close contact,” he said.

HOLIDAY

Hamburg, Crossett 

announce plans 

for Halloween 

trick-or-treating
BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The cities of Hamburg and 
Crossett have announced that they 
will observe Halloween on Oct. 31.

While Crossett’s announcement 
has only been that the holiday will be 
celebrated as usual on its actual date, 
the Hamburg 
announcement 
was published 
on the city’s 
Website with 
guidance about 
how to cele-
brate in the 
t ime of 
COVID-19.

“The Arkansas Department of 
Heath has provided the city with safe 
guidelines to follow so that we all may 
stay well,” Georganna Cossey with 
Hamburg City Hall said. “We want 
everyone to enjoy this holiday safely.”

The guidelines provided by the 
ADH state that anyone who feels they 
may have been exposed or anyone 
who has any of the related symptoms 
should not participate in any in-person 
Halloween activities or give out candy 
to trick-or-treaters.

ROADS

Hamburg woman 
injured in wreck 
that killed two in 
Lincoln County

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

A Hamburg woman was injured in a 
vehicle crash that killed two others 
near the Lincoln-Cleveland County 
line on Sunday.

The two vehicle collision happened 
at approximately 12:51 a.m. Sunday 
on a stretch of Arkansas 530 mid-way 
between Star City and Pine Bluff.

According to a preliminary 
Arkansas State Police report, Destiny 
Bowman, 23, of Hamburg, was north-
bound in a 2016 Chevrolet Camero on 
530 when her vehicle crossed the cen-
ter line. 

Bowman’s car struck a southbound 
1992 GMC Vandura driven by Diana 
Bailey, 33 of Star City. 

Bailey died at the scene and her 
passenger, William Lynn, 28, also of 
Star City, died at approximately 4 a.m. 
that morning at Jefferson Regional 
Medical Center.

Bowman’s condition was unavail-
able at press time.

The crash report notes the weather 
was clear but the road was wet.

Trooper Terrell Pratt investigated 
the accident for the Arkansas State 
Police.

See HALLOWS, Page 5

antine, meaning that the senior 
football players would not be 
available to escort the maids 
during the Friday ceremony. 

Adams decided that the 
fathers could fill in, and since 
the girls and their fathers were 
already in their game night 
attire, they decided to do photos 
and a run through of the Friday 
ceremony.

The coronation ceremony on 
Friday afternoon was open to 
limited guests and live streamed 

for the public. Students through-
out the CHS building watched 
the streaming from their class-
rooms. Though there was no 
traditional pep rally or talent 
show, the Eaglettes and cheer-
leaders each performed a dance.

Several things about the cer-
emony differed from previous 
years. The absence of the band 
meant recorded music only, and 
the absence of the talent show 
made the ceremony last only a 
fraction of the time.

Superintendent Gary Williams 
crowned Queen Jada Cooks 
instead of having the previous 
year’s queen do the honors.

The announcers honored the 
senior football players by read-
ing their names and information 
just as they would if they had 
walked during the ceremony. 

Their photos were projected 
on the jumbo screen in the mid-
dle of the arena.

“It was not at all how we 
wanted it to be, but I’m glad we 
got to do it,” Adams said.

Williams said he appreciated 
how hard his staff worked to 
make the ceremony happen for 
the students even though it was 
far from ideal and the obstacles 
seemed to be ever coming.

HOMECOMING, SOCIALLY DISTANT 

AND OUT OF THE WINDBY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Homecoming at Crossett High 
School wasn’t just the usual 
affair.

First, a football player and 
members of the coaching staff 
tested positive for COVID-19 
Thursday. Then, news of a com-
ing hurricane — which arrived in 
Ashley County with at-times 
tropical storm force winds — 
forced them to change even more.

The school announced on 
Wednesday that the homecoming 
football game would be played on 
Thursday night instead of Friday 
night because of the expected 
weather. 

The announcement prompted 
meetings about the traditional 
Friday afternoon coronation cer-
emony and how the events would 
be changed to accommodate mov-
ing the football game. 

Coordinator April Adams 
announced that though the game 
would be on Thursday the Crossett 
Administration had decided to 
keep the coronation ceremony for 
Friday afternoon. 

At that time, they still planned 
for the fathers of the girls on the 
court to escort them across the 
football field in a pregame cere-
mony. However, at approximate-
ly 4:50 p.m. on Thursday — 25 
minutes before the maids were 
due at the field for the pregame 
ceremony — the Crossett sports 
administration announced that 
they had to cancel the game after 
a player tested positive for 
COVID-19.

Not only were the night’s 
events canceled, but the entire 
football team was forced to quar-

The Crossett High School Homecoming Court presentation was made via 
livestream from the CHS gym to allow for social distancing. Occurrences of 
COVID-19 and anticipated heavy rains and winds associated with Hurricane 
Delta forced several changes to the Homecoming activities this year. Below, Su-
perintendent of Schools Gary Williams crowns Homecoming Queen Jada Cooks.

PHOTOS BY KRISTI CLANTON

PATRIOTISM

Veterans Parade 
of Flags set to 
roll Saturday 

in Crossett

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

Crossett’s Veteran’s Parade of Flags 
will roll through the streets on Saturday 
with the goal of leaving the city feeling 
so patriotic they’re seeing red, white and 
blue.

The parade, which will start lineup at 
8 a.m. Saturday, will begin at 10 a.m.

“This whole thing started last year 
when I got upset because we had a 
rodeo parade, we had a Christmas 
parade, we  had a day set aside to cele-
brate Wiggins Cabin — and those are  
all good things — but we didn’t have 
anything to celebrate the veterans,” 
organizer Billy Mayo said.

“The people of our area are coming 
together for this thing, and it is a com-
munity event for our veterans. I want 

Gulf War-era veteran Cliff Bailey will be 
the grand marshal for this year’s Veterans’ 
Parade of Flags. The parade organization 
gave Bailey a motorized chair on Oct. 7.

VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer
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VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

Ashley County’s COVID-19 case 
count rose over the last week, and the 
virus claimed another life in the county.

The county had 20 active cases of the 
disease and had recorded 11 deaths as of 
Oct. 7. By Oct. 13, the Arkansas 
Department of Health’s records indi-
cated that the case count had increased 

to 35 and a 12th death had been record-
ed. Since the pandemic began, Ashley 
County has confirmed 484 cases of 
COVID-19, while as of Tuesday eve-
ning the State of Arkansas as a whole 
has recorded 94,167 cases and 1,611 
related deaths.

Gov. Asa Hutchinson announced 
Tuesday that he would be extending the 
declared state of emergency connected 
to the pandemic for another 60 days.

That announcement Tuesday fol-
lowed comments Monday about the 
rate of hospitalization the state has seen.

“Our hospitalizations continue to be 
at a high level,” Hutchinson said. “This 
puts stress on our healthcare workers. 
While we have sufficient bed capacity 
in our hospitals, this does strain the sys-
tem. This is why we need to work 
together to reduce our cases and reduce 
our hospitalizations.”

In the effort to reduce hospitaliza-
tions, the governor has urged Arkansans 
to follow the social distancing guidance 
and mandates that have been put in 
place.

“Our new cases continue to be too 
high,” he said Friday. “Let’s make sure 
to wear a mask and keep our distance. 
We are constantly reminded of how 
serious this virus is and how easily it 
can spread.”

County adds 15 active COVID cases, records 12th death

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Ashley County Judge Jim 
Hudson announced Tuesday that 
the county would be getting 
approximately $820,000 in 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act 
money.

During Tuesday’s meeting of 
the Ashley County Quorum Court, 
Hudson presented the court with 

an ordinance and a resolution to 
create a new line item 
in the budget and to 
authorize Hudson to 
proceed with receiving 
the CARES ACT 
funds.

Both items were 
adopted unanimously.

“This allows us to 
move forward with 
getting this money,” Hudson said.

Hudson said the money would be 

to cover the cost of extra expenses 
the county has incurred during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“They are reimbursing us for 
making (the county departments) 
do what the CDC said they had to 
do or change,” Hudson said.

 He also said that the money 
would be used to help entities such 
as the food banks in the county if 
they could provide the proper doc-
umentation.

“There is money allotted for 

county fairs because they’ve lost 
money and the two food banks, one 
in Hamburg and one in Crossett,” 
Hudson said.

One of the justices asked about 
the Portland food bank and if they 
would be eligible for some of the 
funds. County Clerk Christie Martin 
said that any food bank in the coun-
ty can fill out an application and 
provide the proper documentation to 
be eligible.

Hudson

Quorum moves to accept CARES ACT funds
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