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Hill: COVID-19 
‘comes with a lot 
of extra costs’ for 

school district
Crossett board 
adopts budget for 
2020-2021 year

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

When it comes to planning for the 
cost of feeding students in Crossett 
schools in the time of a national pan-
demic, no one knows what the final 
number may be.

The district’s financial director also 
says he believes other COVID-19 
responses will eat their way through 
the district’s rollover 
funds from last year.

When Finance Director 
Norman Hill presented 
the proposed budget for 
the 2020-2021 financial 
year Monday night, the 
school board adopted it 
after hearing him address 
those concerns. 

Hill said the district had approxi-
mately $100,000 to carry over from 
last year after school closed early. 

However, Hill said that he felt like 
the district would spend that and then 
some this year in order to keep up with 
all of the COVID-19 restrictions.

“COVID-19 is really expensive and 
comes with a lot of extra costs,” Hill 
said.

Even with the added expense, Hill 
said the school district’s budget was in 
good shape with the exception of the 
food service category. 

HAMBURG

HSD budget has 
‘padding’ for 

COVID unknowns, 
Spradlin says

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Shortly after Hamburg School 
District Superintendent Tracy 
Streeter told the school board that, 
“COVID has not been our friend,” 
the board adopted a budget for the 
fiscal year that projects $8,397,469 
in operating costs.

District Finance Director John 
Spradlin said the operating costs 
included classified staff 
salaries and costs like 
electricity, gas, busses 
and building expenses.

“Often on our operat-
ing budget, we pad that 
quite a bit because there 
is so much you don’t 
know,” he said. “We pad 
a lot on maintenance-
type stuff. If you will look, most of 
the time we are staying below bud-
get.”

This year’s padding on the budget 
includes concerns about challenges 
the district may not have had to face 
in the recent past. Those concerns 
include the possibility of having to 
do extra cleaning or having to hire 
more substitutes than average 
because of absences, Spradlin said.

In addition to the operating bud-
get, the proposed budget for certi-
fied personnel was $6,708,260.

The district plans to collect 
$15,478,945 in revenue during the 
fiscal year.

SPECIAL TO THE OBSERVER

Ashley County residents are 
being encouraged to take preven-
tative measures for their health as 
the calendar moves forward and 
residents will be spending more 
time indoors.

The Ashley County Health Unit 
of the Arkansas Department of 
Health (ADH) will offer flu vac-
cinations at its location in 
Hamburg on Sept. 21. The health 
unit, which is located at 401 N. 
Cherry St. in Hamburg, will offer 
the vaccinations from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. in conjunction with COVID-
19 tests. Those who want the vac-
cine should bring their insurance 
cards, Medicaid, or Medicare 
cards with them to the flu vaccine 
clinic. If they do not have insur-

ance, or the insurance does not 
cover flu shots, the vaccine will 
be available at no charge. 

“We want 
Ashley County 
residents to stay 
healthy this flu 
season, and get-
ting a yearly flu 
vaccination is 
the best line of 
defense,” said 
Tammy Cook, 
Ashley County 
Health Unit 
Administrator. 

“We encour-
age everyone to come to the 
Ashley County Health Unit 
to get their flu shot.”

Annual flu vaccination is rec-
ommended for most adults and 

children six months and older. 
The flu virus changes from year to 
year, and this year’s vaccine pro-

tects against 
the f lu 
viruses that 

are expected 
to cause the 

most illness this 
flu season. 
“The flu should not 

be taken lightly,” said 
Dr. Jennifer Dillaha, 
Medical Director for 
Immunizations at ADH. 

“We are encouraging 
everyone to get a flu 

shot to protect themselves and 
their families, because it is hard 

to predict in advance how severe 
the flu season is going to be.”

People of all ages can get the 

flu. Certain people are more likely 
to have serious health problems if 
they get the flu. This includes older 
adults, young children, pregnant 
women, and people with chronic 
health conditions such as asthma, 
diabetes, or heart disease. People 
who smoke, and people who live in 
nursing homes are also at a higher 
risk for contracting the flu. 

The ADH strongly recommends 
that people in those groups get a 
flu vaccine. It is also recommended 
that friends, family members and 
people who provide care to people 
in these groups likewise get a vac-
cine—not only to protect them-
selves but also to decrease the pos-
sibility that they might expose the 
people they love and care for to the 
flu. 

County flu clinic set for Sept. 21 in Hamburg

County had 10 confirmed cases of the 
illness that were considered active. 
The county has seen a 
total 403 confirmed 
cases since the pandem-
ic began.

Of the total 
cases, 385 are 
now considered 
recovered, and 
eight have died. 

The Crossett 
School District 
first notified the 
public of the 
detection of a case of COVID-19 at 
Crossett High School on Sunday 
evening.

The notice — an open letter from 
Superintendent Gary Williams that 

was posted on the 
district’s Website 
and social media 
pages —said that 
the district had 
notified all prob-
able close con-
tacts of the 
patient.

“If you have 
not been contact-
ed you do not 
meet the criteria 

based on the information provided to 
the district,” Williams wrote.

Classes have continued in all CSD 

buildings since the publication.
“We appreciate the work and 

cooperation of our students, staff, 
and parents during this situation 
Williams said in the notice. “Again, 
if you have not been contacted you 
are not considered a Probable Close 
Contact. Please monitor our website 
and social media for updates as they 
become available.”

In Hamburg, the positive case was 
an employee at Albritton Elementary 
School.

Superintendent Tracy Streeter 
wrote in the notice that all of the 
employee’s probable close con-
tacts had been notified. 

School districts notify public of COVID-19 cases

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Officials notified parents of two 
cases of COVID-19 detected in 
Ashley County’s public school dis-
tricts  this week — one in each — 
but the schools have not seen further 
cases and overall Ashley County has 
a low active infection rate.

As of Tuesday night, Ashley 

County’s active case 
count much lower
than state hot spots 

“We encourage 
everyone to come 
to the Ashley 
County Health 
Unite to get 
their flu shot.” 

-Tammy Cook,
health unit

 administrator

See FLU, Page 3

BUDDIES, BASS AND 
BIG FISH STORIES

35th Annual Chamber Tournament 
draws fishermen to harbor

STORY AND PHOTOS BY
 VAL GAUGHT

The Crossett Area Chamber of Commerce hosted its 35th annual 
Buddy Bass Tournament in Crossett on Saturday and two Ashley 
County men took home first 
prize.

Chamber Executive Director 
Mandy White said the tourna-
ment was a huge success. 

Johnathan and Ben 
Brockwell of Hamburg took 
first place, weighing in 
with 18.35 pounds. 
Second place went to 
another Ashley County 
team, Daniel and 
Patrick Chapman, 
who weighed in with 
17.92 pounds.

The Brockwells 
won $5,000 in cash, while the Chapmans pocketed 

$3,000 for their angling efforts. 
Eight other cash prizes were given out, includ-

ing a $2,000 reward to the third place fish-
ers, Robert Rush and Tony Blann; a 

$1,500 reward for fourth place 
to Mark Gray and Glen 
Gray; and a $1,000 reward 
for fifth place to Mike 
Meadows and Donald 
Tate. 

The third place team 
weighed in at 15.58 
pounds and Grays’ 
team weighed in at 
15.13.

Grady Rhinehart shows off the biggest bass caught at the Crossett Area Chamber of 
Commerce’s 35th annual Buddy Bass Tournament. Inset, Ben and Johnathan Brock-
well won the tournament when they weighed in at 18.3 pounds 
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