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Community leaders: Despite recent news, we choose hope

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

New industry projects are  in the 
works for Crossett and local business 
owners say they are committed to stay-
ing positive in light of recent develop-
ments.

“There is no rest in peace for 
Crossett needed,” Crossett Econmoic 
Development Foundation Executive 
Director Mike Smith said during the 
Crossett Chamber of Commerce 
Networking Breakfast Thursday, allud-
ing to feelings of anxiety some are 
experiencing after Georgia-Pacific 
Crossett’s announced plans to cut or 
transfer 500 workers from its Crossett 
productions. 

One of the industry projects that 
could offset worker losses is a biodie-
sel fuel plant that will be located near 

Walmart. Smith said this is something 
he’s been working on even before the 
news of Georgia Pacific hit, but he 
doesn’t know any projected dates or 
specific details. 

“I don’t want to release anything 
prematurely, but we are 
working on this,” Smith 
said. “We have a lot of 
big things in the works, 
it’s just going to take 
some time.” 

The Crossett Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
hosted its quarterly net-
working breakfast Thursday, and 
Chamber Executive Director Mandy 
White said despite the recent industrial 
news, it was probably the most produc-
tive meeting yet.

“No one is backing down or hang-
ing their heads,” White said. “It was a 

room full of small business owners, 
bank representatives, other business 
representatives and no one was nega-
tive- everyone was positive,” White 
said. 

Smith said that everyone recognizes 
the impact that Georgia Pacific’s 
announcement that it will be closing its 
bleached board productions, pulpmill 
and lumberyard will have on the entire 
town and even surrounding areas, but 
he believes Crossett will push through. 

“We’ve been through this before 
with the Plywood mill in 2012 and I 
think Crossett is going to be okay,” 
Smith said.

The GP Plywood mill employed 750 
people at the time of its shut down in 
2012. Though a portion of those work-
ers were able to transfer to other areas 
of the mill, the community saw a hit. 

New industry projects are in the works, and local business 
owners say they are committed to Crossett for the long run

White

See BUSINESS, Page 5

Mayor says city government will 
be frugal in light of GP changes, 
but Crossett will come together

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Crossett Mayor Scott 
McCormick said he’s asked city 
department heads to freeze 
their spending in light of the 
announcement that 530 
Georgia Pacific workers were 
losing their jobs at the 
Crossett mill. 

“Even if it’s in the budget, 
I told them to not buy any-
thing we don’t have to have 
and watch their spending,” 
McCormick Thursday.

McCormick said it’s important 
for the town to stay positive, but 
he also wants to take the proper 

precautions and be very frugal 
during this time. 

Though McCormick said the city 
didn’t have to lay off any employees 
after the GP Plywood Mill laid off 

approximately 750 workers in 
2012, the city was hit pretty 
hard. 

That hit was tough, 
McCormick said, considering 
the city was still feeling the 
effects of the national reces-
sion.

“For whatever reason 
Crossett wasn’t  affected by the 2008 
crisis until 2010; it didn’t really hit 
us until then and we hadn’t recovered 
by 2012,” McCormick said. 

McCormick

See CITY, Page 5

SPECIAL TO THE OBSERVER

Ashley County Medical Center 
announced this week the addition 
of Dr. Sarahrose Webster to its 
surgical team. 

A native of Seattle, Wa., Webster 
received her medical degree from 
the University of Iowa Carver 
College of Medicine. Her resi-
dency training in General Surgery 
was completed at the University 
of Arkansas for Medical Sciences 
in Little Rock. 

“I want to be a town general 
surgeon who gets to do a little bit 
of everything and take care of the 
whole patient, and their family in 

the best way possible,” Webster 
said.

The American Board of Surgery 
certifies Webster. She is ATLS, 
ACLS, and PALS certified. 
She has been a practicing sur-
geon at Jefferson Regional 
Medical Center and served as 
a surgical instructor for 
UAMS-South Central Family 
Practice Residency Program.

As a general surgeon, 
Webster offers a wide variety 
of surgical services including lap 
and open cholecystectomies for 
gallbladder, lap and open appendec-
tomies, open and hand assisted lap-
aroscopic colon surgeries, place-

ment of central lines, breast sur-
gery- both benign and malignant, 
lower extremity amputations up to 

above the knee, amputation as 
needed for nonhealing wounds 
or infections from vascular 
disease or diabetes, repair of 
hernias, port placements, 
endoscopies, removal of skin 
lesions and cancers, and drain-
age of abscesses, among other 
things. She specializes in gen-
eral surgery and digestive care.

 “Having board certified general 
surgeon, Dr. Sarahrose Webster, 
join our ACMC team is a tremen-
dous asset not only to Ashley 
County Medical Center, but to our 

region,” ACMC Chief Executive 
Officer Phillip Gilmore said. “Dr. 
Webster joining our community 
will enable families to continue to 
have their surgical care close to 
home.”

When Webster isn’t caring for 
her patients, she enjoys time out-
doors with her children. 

She will join ACMC on July 29.
Ashley Specialty General 

Surgery is located on the campus 
of Ashley County Medical Center, 
1015 Unity Road, Crossett, AR 
71635. 

Webster will begin seeing 
patients in August. Call 870-364-
0514 for more information.

Webster

Dr. Sarahrose Webster to join ACMC as general surgeon

CITY FINANCES

Crossett had 
$700K surplus 
at end of 2018 

fiscal year
BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The City of Crossett carried 
approximately $700,000 over from 
its 2018 budget year, and officials 
said the city is on track to do so 
again this year.

Deputy Clerk Lisa Gulledge gave 
a report of the city’s finances to the 
Crossett City Council at Monday 
night’s finance meeting. 

Gulledge said the report had been 
reviewed by the city’s accountant 
— Mark Terrell — and approved by 
each of the department heads. 

As part of the review, a new line 
item was added per the request of 
the council at a previous meeting. 

Council members suggested it 
would easier to recognize the “wind-
fall money”, or carry over, if it was 
separated from the capital account.

Gulledge said out of the $700,000 
that was carried over from last 
year’s budget, $300,000 was trans-
ferred  into a reserve fund to keep it 
separate from the capital account. 

“This was to give clarity to funds 
that have not been allocated and are 
a true reserve,” Gulledge said. 

Councilwoman Crystal Marshall 
said that it would make the budget 
more organized and less confusing. 

“The capital account has a cush-
ion too, but now we have some 
separated out,” Marshall said. 

“We carried over $700,000 in 
2018 and we are on track for a large 
carryover this year as well,” 
Gulledge said. 

See BUDGET, Page 5

GETTING READY TO MAKE 
the big splash

The life guarding staff at the newly renovated Crossett City Pool prepared for its upcoming opening by painting the lifeguard 
stands Tuesday. Officials have not set a date for when the pool will open yet, but have said it will likely be in mid-June.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Crossett Fire Department is 
offering a community outreach 
class on water safety free to the 
public. 

Susie Tanksley at the Crossett 
Fire Department said that with the 
city pool opening and people 

opening their private pools at their 
homes, she thought the course 
would be a good idea. 

Tanksley said that she will teach 
the class with help from Brandy 
Dye and they will have brochures 
and other items to hand out from 
Pool Safely. 

Dye will not only be assisting 
Tanksley with instructing  the 

class, but she will also be there to 
talk about her own personal expe-
rience and share her story. Dye 
lost a young son in a swimming 
pool mishap.

“I think it’s an honor that they 
asked me,” Dye said. “And if I can 
help prevent someone else from 
loosing a loved one, I will do 

See SAFETY, Page 5

Crossett Fire to offer water safety course

ASHLEY COUNTY

Quorum warns 
it will cut off 
dispatch for 

City of Hamburg
BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The Ashley County Quroum Court 
members decided Tuesday to give 
the City of Hamburg one more 
notice before shutting off the dis-
patch services for the Hamburg City 
Police Department.

The county currently provides 
dispatch services for Hamburg 
through the Ashley County Sheriff’s 
Department, and for the last several 
months, the two governments have 
disagreed regarding the amount 
owed for the services. 

The Quorum’s budget committee 
said at the April meeting that the 
past due balance, as of Jan. 1, was 
approximately $98,000.

A proposed agree-
ment presented to 
Hamburg said that the 
county would provide 
dispatch services retro-
active from Jan. 1 
through Dec. 31 for a 
fee of $55,000. The 
deadline on the contract 
was June 1.

In May, County Judge Jim Hudson 
said that Hamburg Mayor Dane 
Weindorf had asked for an extension 
asking for the court to give his 
council until July 1 to make a deci-
sion. 

The court did not vote on an 
extension because they said they 
had already agreed on the June 1 
deadline. 

On May 28, the Hamburg City 
Council met and agreed that they 
did not have enough information 
and could not agree with the con-
tract without more information.

On Tuesday, Sheriff Tommy 
Sturgeon told the Quorum that he 
had fulfilled the council’s request 
for information, but had sent them a 
bill for $2,726.60. 

The information they requested 
was 6,545 pages long. Sturgeon said 
in the year of 2018 his office made 
92,422 entries total. 

Sturgeon said the bill he sent was 
for the expense of paper, supplies 
and the time of his dispatcher stand-
ing over the copy machine for four 
hours to get them the requested 
information.

Sturgeon said that even though 
Hamburg didn’t respond by the 
given deadline of June 1, the county 
had still been providing dispatch 

Hudson

See QUORUM, Page 5


