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Foster to compete in National Spelling Bee
BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

A student from Ashley County has 
been invited to the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee to com-
pete with students from 
all over the country. 

Trinity Foster, an 
eighth grade student at 
Crossett Middle School, 
won the Ashley County 
Spelling Bee, placed 
fourth at the state level 
and will now compete 
at the national level at 
the 92nd annual spell-
ing competition in Washington, D.C. 
which is scheduled for the last week 
of May.

Leslie Mansur, a librarian with the 
Crossett School District, said Foster 

placing fourth this year is the highest 
a student from Ashley County has 
placed at the state level. 

“To my knowledge, no on from 
Crossett has ever qualified for the 

National Bee, so this is 
a really big deal for a 
girl who has never even 
been on an airplane,” 
Mansur said 

Foster received her 
invite last Wednesday, 
but was concerned that 
the registration fee and 
travel expenses might 
be too much for her to 
come up with. 

“I told her just keep studying and 
God will provide, but we need your 
help to make it happen,” Mansur 
said.

Registration for the competition 

costs $1,500, and on Friday, Mansur 
said Superintendent Gary Williams 
announced that the Crossett School 
District would pay the $1,500. 

Foster now has to fundraise and is 
asking for donations to help with the 
expense of her plane ticket, hotel 
expenses and meals.

Mansur said that anyone willing to 
donate can contact her at the Crossett 
Elementary School or they may con-
tact the Crossett Middle School 
Office. 

Mansur said Foster has worked 
really hard and has had her heart set 
on competing at the National level 
since she was in the third grade. 

“Trinity is one of the sweetest, 
smartest girls I know, and I would 
really like to see the community 
come together to give her this oppor-
tunity,” Mansur said.

JUST THE FACTS: 

Crossett Middle School 
student Trinity Foster 
won the Ashley County 
Spelling Bee and placed 
fourth at the Arkansas 
State Spelling Bee.

Trinity Foster of Crossett has received an 
invitation to the National Spelling Bee. She 
placed fourth in the state competition.

NEWS OBSERVER/Submitted

Monday fire 
destroys 

residence 
in Crossett 

SAFETY

BARNEY WHITE/News Observer

Crossett Fire Department firefighters 
battle a Monday blaze that destroyed a 
residence on the  600 block of West 10th 
Avenue.

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

A Crossett house went up in flames 
Monday evening after a resident 
unsuccessfully tried to contain a fire 
before calling the fire department.

Crews with the Crossett Fire 
Department responded to a fire in the 
600 block of West 10th Avenue at 
approximately 6:40 p.m. Monday. 

Crossett Fire Chief Bo 
Higginbotham said the resident told 
officials the fire started in a bedroom 
when a mattress ignited. 

After trying to fight the flames 
himself, the resident contacted the 
CFD. 

Crews arrived on scene at 6:43 
p.m. to find the structure fully engaged 
in the fire. 

The chief said firefighters had the 
blaze under control at approximately 
8 p.m. and were finished at the scene 
at approximately 9:30 p.m. 

The structure was a total loss. 
No further investigation will be 

conducted, Higginbotham said.

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Spring cleaning isn’t just for the 
home. 

It’s for the whole city.
The Crossett citywide cleanup day 

will be 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. April 13.
“We just want to clean 

up the town,” said Mandy 
White, the executive direc-
tor of the Crossett Area 
Chamber of Commerce, 
one of the event sponsors. 
“It has been several months 
since we have had any 
kind of citywide cleanup 
day, so we are just trying to 
spiffy things up around here and make 
things look good.”

The cleanup will actually start the day 
before, when Georgia Pacific and 
Weyerhaeuser employees will volunteer 
time to clean up the area, but White said 
the organizers expect approximately 30 
people to show up April 13 for the 
cleanup.

Volunteers will meet up at the 
Chamber building at the corner of First 
and Main streets. The cleanup is being 
hosted in partnership with Keep 
Arkansas Beautiful, which provides gar-
bage bags and gloves for the volunteers.

“From there, we are just going to send 

COMMUNITY

Cleanup day 
for City of 

Crossett is set 
for April 13

White

See CLEANUP, Page 5

RETIRING OLD GLORY

Members of Cub Scout Troop 66 and American Legion Post 
111 hosted a flag retirement ceremony Saturday. During the 
ceremony, American flags that had become tattered, worn or 
faded were unfolded and then respectfully burned.

NEWS OBSERVER/Submitted

Youth advocates seeking volunteers, board members
BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

A representative for a local chap-
ter of a national non-profit organiza-
tion that works to better the lives of 
children said the group desperately 
needs volunteers in Ashley County 
to work with children involved in the 
court system. 

Court Appointed Special 
Advocates, or CASA, started work-
ing with children in 1976 and by 
2007 had reached over two million 
children across the country.

Cassidy Mansur, the advocate 
supervisor for the CASA of the 10th 
Judicial District program, said that 
her office covers five counties in 
Southeast Arkansas, Ashley, Drew, 
Chicot, Bradley, and Desha. 

“We are a nonprofit organization 
that promotes volunteer advocacy so 
every abused or neglected child in 
our community can be safe, have a 
permanent home, and the opportuni-
ty to thrive,” Mansur said. 

CASA volunteers work directly 
with the court system to advocate for 

Norma Switzer receives a pinwheel from Court Appointed Special Advocates Exec-
utive Director Jerri Willis. CASA volunteers and members of the community planted 
the pinwheels in the Ashley County Courthouse lawn Monday to bring attention to 
April’s observance of Child Abuse Awareness Month.

children who are in the court sys-
tem. 

“Unlike a shelter, food bank, or 
other service providers, CASA can 
only step in when ordered by the 

judge,” Mansur said. 
CASA is a fact-based program 

that reports findings, both good and 
bad, directly to the circuit judge 
who ordered them to work on the 

case, Mansur said.
“Our main goal is to find a safe, 

forever home for the child,” she 
said. 

Mansur said that CASA volun-
teers work with all parties involved 
in a child’s case, including attorneys, 
Department of Human Services 
caseworkers, therapists, foster par-
ents, biological parents, relatives, 
and the judge — everyone that child 
comes in contact with on a regular 
basis. 

“Once we are assigned to a case, 
we will meet with the child or chil-
dren and begin to advocate for their 
best interest, and sometimes we 
think the child should go back home, 
other times, we recommend the child 
stay in care,” Mansur said. 

Approximately 30 children in 
Ashley County are currently in care 
and who need advocates, but there 
are only 12 volunteers throughout 
the whole program and those volun-
teers are trying to cover all five 
counties. 

Sometimes cases can last up to 18 

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

See CASA, Page 5

STATE NEWS

House rejects 
bills to limit 
minimum 
wage hikes

BY DAVID RAMSEY
ARKANSAS NONPROFIT 

NEWS NETWORK

Two bills sponsored by Rep. Robin 
Lundstrum (R-Elm Springs) to undo 
substantial portions of the minimum 
wage hikes approved by voters in 
November were voted down easily 
Monday in the Arkansas House of 
Representatives.

Lundstrum said after the votes that 
she does not plan to make further efforts 
on the issue this session.

In 2018, 68 percent of Arkansas vot-
ers backed a ballot initiative that 
increased the state minimum wage to 
$9.25 on Jan. 1, and will increase it again 
to $10 in 2020 and to $11 in 2021. 
Lundstrum’s bills would create exemp-
tions to the two wage hikes that are yet to 
come. House Bill 1752 would exempt 
businesses with fewer than 20 employ-
ees, nonprofits with an operating budget 
under $1 million, and certain nonprofits 
that provide services for people with 
developmental disabilities. House Bill 
1753 would exempt any employee under 
the age of 19.

For those groups exempted, the bills 
would freeze the minimum wage at the 
current level of $9.25, blocking the com-
ing raises to $10 and $11.

According to analyses by Arkansas 
Advocates for Children and Families, 
the bills would exempt more than 84 

See WAGE, Page 2


