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School board accepts
resignation of CLC
educator at meeting
BY VAL GAUGHT
NEWS OBSERVER

A former Crossett school teacher
has been charged with two counts of
battery against a child and will appear
in court in June.
On Monday night, following executive session, the Crossett School Board
accepted Angela Summerford’s resignation. She taught at Crossett Learning
Center.
The school board is required to go
into executive session when discussing personnel matters unless the
employee in question requests an open
meeting. No information regarding
Summerford was discussed during the
open session part of the meeting.
Tenth Judicial District Deputy
Prosecutor Crews Puryear has filed
formal charges against Summerford,
however.
The district court’s information
sheet states that Summerford is
charged with two counts of Battery II.
The first count allegedly occurred on
Feb. 5 and the second on Feb. 12.
The charges alleged that on those
dates Summerford “did knowingly
and without legal justification” cause
physical injury to a person she knew to
be 12 years or younger.
The information sheet does not
specify if the alleged victim was a
student.
Second degree battery is a Class D
felony punishable by not more than
six years in prison and a fine of up to
$10,000.
Summerford is set to appear in
Circuit Judge Sam Pope’s court at
9:30 a.m. June 1.
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Regional airports
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lost revenue
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VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer

A Natural State Laboratories employee tests an Ashley County resident during the drive-through COVID-19 community testing
event in Crossett April 13. Below, a volunteer asks a participant a series of questions to determine if they should be tested.

Community coronavirus testing event draws 132
BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Making their way down a car
line bordered by medical and laboratory workers in full infectious
disease suits, 132 people voluntarily had themselves tested for
coronavirus Monday.
The drive-through testing site
was located in the
parking lot behind Dr.
Barry Thompson’s
office in Crossett.
When he announced
the community testing day, Thompson Thompson
said it was important
for the public to be tested even if
they didn’t have symptoms of
COVID-19 — the illness that follows some coronavirus infections
— because identifying asymptomatic people would help curb
spread in the community.
The testing would also help
people who are sick know what to
do next.
Some of those who came
through the line Monday had

symptoms that health officials
said warrant testing. Others said
they needed a test to return to
work. As they went through the
line, Thompson advised participants to stay home until they
received the all clear from the
test.
Natural State Laboratories, a
genetic laboratory based in North
Little Rock, performed the tests.
The samples were collected
through an oral swab that only

required those being tested to
roll down their windows long
enough to be swabbed. No one
had to get out of their vehicle.
After the testing day was
over, Thompson wrote an open
letter thanking those who helped
make the community testing day
happen.
“I would like to thank those in
the community who supported
our COVID-19 testing on
See TESTING, Page 3

The Crossett Area Chamber of
Commerce has started a new program to help keep businesses in
Crossett financially healthy during
the Covid-19 crisis.
Chamber Executive Director
Mandy White said the point of the
Support Crossett Local program is
to give local businesses — even the
ones who are currently closed — a
cash flow.
The Chamber will be selling gift
certificates for all local
Crossett businesses that
have asked to participate. It is not limited to
Chamber members.
“Yesterday someone
bought one for Beech
Street Bistro and they
White
are closed, so I took her
credit card over the phone and I
mailed a check to the Bistro and a
gift certificate to the caller,” White
said.
The gift cards can be used now if
the business is open or can be used
when the business reopens. White
said the point is to keep people
from having to leave home to shop
local.
“Those who want a card can just
simply call or email the Chamber to
See PROGRAM, Page 3
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Telemedicine
now offered for
some patients
at ACMC, clinics
SPECIAL TO THE OBSERVER

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

The Crossett Municipal Airport
at Z.M. Jack Stell Field is set to
receive a grant as part of the federal
government’s economic response to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
U.S. Secretary of Transportation
Elaine Chao announced the grant as
part of a larger package included in
the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic
Security (CARES) Act
Airport Grant Program.
The Federal Aviation
Administration
will
award $51,307,856 in
aid to Arkansas airports
Chao
in response to the viral
outbreak.
The Crossett airport will receive
$20,000 of the funds.
Other
regional
allocations
include:
4The Monticello Municipal
Airport will receive $30,000.
4The Warren municipal airfield
will receive $1,000.
4The Lake Village Municipal
Airport will receive $20,000.
4The McGehee Municipal
See GRANTS, Page 3
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VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

BIRTHDAY, SOCIAL
DISTANCING STYLE

Friends and family members of three year
old Ellie Grace Dickson found a way to celebrate her birthday even though a formal
gathering or party could not happen without violating social distancing guidelines.
Friends and family lined up at Crossett Elementary School for a birthday party parade
and they performed a “Drive-by” birthday
party to shower Ellie with gifts. Ellie is the
daughter of Emili White and Drew Dickson
and the grandaughter of Stacey Adock and
Huey and Pam Dickson.

Ashley County Medical Center is
offering Telemedicine in an effort
to help keep the community safe
and healthy during this time of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Telemedicine services connect
patients and health care providers
with technology. Patients will be
able to see, hear, and talk to their
healthcare provider at their clinic
through video-conferencing, allowing you to be at your home, or
another location.
A telemedicine appointment is
just like a regular appointment
except that a verbal consent for
telemedicine is required. Patients
will sit in front of their tablet, or
See TELEMEDICINE, Page 3

School board approves purchase of 315 chromebooks
BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Crossett School Board
approved the purchase of 315 Dell
Chromebooks.
The purchase will be for the
2020-2021 budget year for student
use.
The quote the board approved
includes the devices, management

license and software programs and
packages.
The devices are expected to be in
and ready to use by the new school
year.
The board also accepted a lawn
care bid from Browder Lawn Service.
R&R Cleaning service won low
bid in August, but recently withdrew
from the contract. Superintendent
Gary Williams said the lawn care

bids were so recent they were able to
pull from the August bids to make a
selection. The board approved
Browder Lawn Service’s bid of
$1,650 per mowing for the new
agreement.
During the meeting, the board
voted to renew the teacher contracts
for the Crossett teachers and administration staff.
The board agreed to rehire the

current staff as recommended by
each school building’s administrator.
The board also hired Kayley
Caruth as a sixth grade literacy
teacher, Toryn Cox as an eighth
grade math teacher and Abigail
Leonards as an elementary teacher.
The board accepted resignations
for third grade teacher Millissa
Pennington, bus driver Jenny Allen
and Wendy Hinton in food service.

