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CRIME

Christmas 

Day murder 

suspect is 

arrested
Other suspects 

may be booked in 

future, chief says
BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

An arrest has been made in the 
Christmas Day shooting that hap-
pened in Hamburg.

Hamburg Police Chief Johnny 
Oliver said Tuesday that Damian 
Davis, 25, of Hamburg, was 
arrested and charged with first 
degree murder and felon in pos-
session of a firearm in connection 
with the Dec. 25 shooting of 
Todd Martin.

According to a report from the 
Arkansas State Police 
Department, Martin was shot and 
killed while in his vehicle as he 
was leaving a relative’s house. At 
the time of the murder, the inves-
tigators had no leads. 

Oliver said that the Hamburg 
Police Department has been 
working with the Arkansas State 
Police to investigate the case. 

Oliver also said that the case is 
still under investigation and he 
suspects that more arrests will be 
made in the future.

Davis is currently being 
detained at the Ashley County 
Detention Center on a $250,000 
bond. 

Oliver said officials have no 
other information to release a this 
time.

Crossett communications loss 
follows broken fiber optic line
Service  was restored to area approximately 12 hours after break

BY VERSHAL HOGAN 
AND VAL GAUGHT

For several hours March 6, 
Crossett made a return trip to the 
1990s — no Internet, no cell 
phone service and most transac-
tions had to be done with cash.

Long distance landline calls 
were out for most people in the 
area as well.

The outage happened when a 
crew on U.S. 82 apparently inad-
vertently cut fiber optic and phone 
cables as part of the ongoing road 
construction. The work under 
way at the area of the break is 
under contract to JB James con-
struction company.

When the communications 
lines went out at approximately 
9:45 p.m., local first responders 
had to adapt. 

Crossett Police Chief J.W. 
Cruce said the city’s 911 system 
worked fine during the incident, 
but many people didn’t have 
working phones to make the calls.

“We just upgraded last year, we 
have some of the newest technol-
ogy, but people simply couldn’t 

NEWS OBSERVER/Submitted

Officials at Ashley County Medical Center operate an incident command center while deal-
ing with a communications outage in Crossett. While fiber optic Internet and telephone 
services were out, the hospital used radios and satellite phones to communicate with the 
state hospital and trauma systems.

call out,” Cruce said.
 Landlines became bogged down by 

so much use and started working only 
sporadically.

Cruce said that as soon as he learned 
of the issue, he radioed Sheriff Tommy 
Sturgeon, who sent extra patrol out and 

he went to the construction site to find 
out what was going on, 

“As soon as I turned on U.S. 425, I 
had service and was able to get in touch 
with Windstream (Internet and phone 
service) to figure out what the problem 

See OUTAGE, Page 5

CROSSETT

Council 
backtracks 

on cancelling 
leaf service

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Crossett City Council voted 
on Monday to rescind last week’s 
motion to cancel the leaf and limb 
service provided by the city. 

The council had its regular 
monthly meeting Monday night 
and voted to reverse what was 
done during last week’s special 
meeting. 

Councilwoman Lynn 
Rodgers made the 
motion to rescind her 
special meeting 
motion, and once the 
council voted in favor 
of the motion to 
rescind, Rodgers made 
two other motions. 

The first motion 
was to appoint 
Councilman Cary 
Carter as the head of 
the committee that 
was put together to 
find a solution for the 
leaf, limb and trash 
pickup service.

Rodgers said that after last 
week’s meeting she spoke with 
Public Works Director Jeff 
Harrison, who said that he may 
have found an alternative solution.

Rodgers suggested that Carter, 
the committee and Harrison work 
together on Harrison’s new idea. 

In the motion, Rodgers said that 
the leaf and limb pickup would be 
suspended temporarily while the 

Rodgers

Carter

See LEAVES, Page 2

SCHOOLS

Hill: Salary 
increases will 
need careful 
eye in future

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

The Crossett School District 
will be able to carry the load of 
two mandated wage increases for 
its employees, but will have to be 
watchful as it does so.

That was the message CSD 
Finance Director Norman Hill 
took to the CSD board of trustees 
Monday night.

The first of the wage increases 
is the minimum wage increase 
for classified employees, the 
result of a state Constitutional 
amendment voters passed for all 
minimum wage employees last 
fall. The $11 minimum wage will 
mean an increase in costs of 
approximately 27 percent in sala-
ries for district classified employ-
ees, requiring an additional 
$253,319 annually when it is in 
full effect in 2021, Hill said.

“Right now, the school district 
is held accountable coming up 
with that. 

The second increase Hill said 
was of concern is one that cleared 
the General Assembly earlier this 
year, and set the minimum wage 
for certified employees at 

See SALARIES, Page 5

BY VAL GAUHGT
REPORTER

The Allen Jeter Baseball 
Tournament hosted by the 
Crossett Eagle baseball team 
was briefly interrupted 
Thursday night after teams 
were sent home as a safety pre-
caution.

Crossett Police Chief J.W. 
Cruce said an SRO 
officer working at 
the Crossett base-
ball field on 
Parkway Avenue 
heard shots coming 
from the nearby 
neighborhood at 
approximately 7 
p.m. 

Cruce said that the depart-
ment received phone calls from 
others in the same neighbor-
hood who reported that shots 
had been fired, but the officers 
who responded were unable to 
find anything. 

The reports vary as to how 
many shots were fired, but wit-
nesses on scene said that it was 
somewhere between seven and 
nine shots.

Cruce said Monday morning 
that the police didn’t have any 
leads or any additional infor-

Shots fired 

near park de-

lay games at 

tournament

See SHOTS, Page 5

Cruce

CONSTRUCTION BEGINS AT POOL

Crews with Mid-America Pools began intial construction work on refurbishing the Crossett City Pool last week.
VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

First phase could be complete by May, committee members say
BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Construction of phase one of the 
Crossett City Pool’s improvements 
toward eventual reopening began last 
week, and pool committee members 
said that the pool could be open by 
summer. 

The city pool closed in 2016 and 
several groups in the community 
formed to find a way to fund the 
needed repairs and other expenses. 

The total project including tennis 
courts and other amenities is esti-
mated to cost around $500,000 and 
the Crossett Swim Again organiza-
tion and other groups have conduct-
ed multiple fundraisers in an effort to 

collect the funds.
A large part of the funding came 

from grants written by Cherub 
Alford, the Crossett Economic 
Development Foundation’s grant 
writer. Crossett was awarded a grant 
for $250,000 from the Department of 
Parks and Tourisms Outdoor 
Recreation Grants Program and a 
grant for $100,000 from the Blue and 
You Foundation. Alford has worked 
directly with Crossett Swim Again 
and the city Parks and Recreation 
Commission to assist with the proj-
ect.

The remaining funds came from 
local business donations, community 
member donations, small fundraiser, 
local organizations and other fund-

raising efforts. 
“The community really came 

together and worked really hard for 
this,” Alford said. 

According to Alford, the construc-
tion by Mid America Pools began 
last week and phase one is expected 
to be completed sometime in May. 
There are four total phases of con-
struction which include the repair of 
the six tennis courts, pavilions or 
shaded areas for the pool, a splash 
pad and possibly a basketball court if 
funding allows. 

Alford said that phase one includes 
the pool and one of the tennis courts. 
“Weather permitting, we are hoping 
to see phase one completed in May,” 
Alford said.  

Quorum votes to make ACMC lease $1 a year
BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

The Ashley County Quorum 
Court voted Tuesday to amend its 
lease of the county-owned hospital 
facility to Crossett Health 
Foundation to operate Ashley 
County Medical Center.

The change will reduce the hospi-
tal’s annual lease payment to the 
county to $1 annually.

In the initial 1998 lease, the con-
tract read that CHF would pay 
“annual rent in the amount of 
$2,500, payable on or before Oct. 1 
of each year...to fund a scholarship 

for which the Ashley County 
Quorum Court will establish qualifi-
cations and will name 
the annual recipient or 
recipients thereof.”

The change was made 
after the Quorum was 
informed earlier this 
year that the hospital 
providing the scholar-
ship funding did not ful-
fill the rent obligation under state 
law. 

Justice Carlton Lawrence said 
that changing the rent to $1 would 
allow the hospital to continue to 
fund the scholarship.

“In our looking at it, the only 
loser in the process of this change 
would be that we are no longer 
requiring any incentive to give the 
scholarship they have been giving,” 
Lawrence said. “We can’t give that, 
we understand that, but we can do 
things to encourage the hospital to 
give it in our stead. We believe that 
in moving the rent amount and 
encouraging the hospital to give the 
award of the scholarship, that would 
be the thing to do.”

Quorum Attorney David Harrod 
said that while the Quorum could 
not put the scholarship requirement 

See QUORUM, Page 5

Lawrence


