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As its facility downsizes in other 
areas, Georgia Pacific-Crossett has 
asked to be placed on water service 
from the Crossett Water Commission.

Commissioners say they are not 
against the proposal, but want to 
ensure that adding such a large cus-
tomer won’t endanger service to other 
users in the area.

“Over the last year, we have 
explored drinking water options with 
the City of Crossett,” GP Crossett 
Spokeswoman Jennifer King said. 
“With the new configuration of GP 
Crossett Paper Operations,  we 
believe it may now be possible for the 
city water system to supply our drink-

ing water needs. We look forward to 
continuing our work with the Water 
Commission as we move forward. 

Water Plant Manager Albert Mills 
said the company had originally 
asked for a capacity of up to 750 gal-
lons per minute, but the commission 
is not able to provide that much 
water.

“The potential here is that they 
could run us dry, and we can’t allow 
that,” Water Commission Chair Greg 
Sivils said. “Whether we throttle it 
down through the size of distribution 
line that we give them or some other 
way, we need to look at that and we 
need to look at our water rates.”

A letter from the water commis-
sion’s engineer, Les Price, said that if 
the water commission does not make 

any improvements to its current 
infrastructure, it could provide 
approximately 382 gallons per min-
ute to GP.

The letter also states, however, 
that if the commission builds a new 
supply well with a capacity of 400 
gallons per minute and a raw water 
line, “then Crossett Water could 
provide approximately 750 gallons 
per minute.”

The cost to construct such a 
new well would be an estimated 
$1,041,000, Price wrote in the let-
ter.

In their discussions at a spe-
cial-called meeting Monday, the 
water commissioners discussed 
ways to potentially ensure that 

GP Crossett seeks city water service

See WATER, Page 5

The Georgia Pacific water tower that 
formerly served the plywood mill 
was demolished along with the rest 
of the plant. FILE PHOTO/News Observer

INFRASTRUCTURE

Challenge to 
tower decision 

likely, Hamburg 
mayor says

Residents worried 
cell phone structure 
will emit energy

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Though a decision that would allow 
the construction of a cell phone tower 
in Hamburg has been challenged by 
area residents, no formal appeals have 
been filed in the matter.

The Hamburg Planning Commission 
approved an application by AT&T to 
construct a new phone tower on Sept. 
12 following a public hearing in 
Hamburg City Hall with a number of 
members of the public in attendance.

AT&T representative Gregg Staggs 
spoke on behalf of AT&T and its appli-
cation to construct a 250-foot wireless 
communications tower at 513 Hickory 
St. Staggs said the tower would 
increase coverage for Hamburg and 
surrounding areas to the north and east 
as well and that the location of the 
tower was chosen by AT&T to elimi-
nate the dead spots. 

Members of the public who were 
present spoke both in favor and against 
the new tower. 

Residents who live near the pro-
posed area spoke in opposition for 
their fear that it could pose a danger to 
them and said they wanted it placed in 
another neighborhood. 

See TOWER, Page 5

COURTS

Remington 
wins in local

accidental gun 
discharge case  

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

An Ashley County jury ruled in favor 
of a gun manufacturer in a civil case that 
lasted all of last week. The case hinged 
on the plaintiff’s claim that he was 
injured when a gun misfired.

The plantiff, Edward Harrod and his 
wife, who were represented by Byrd 
Law Firm, filed a suit against multiple 
defendants including Remington Arms 
Co., and Shannon Wilkinson in 
Wilkinson’s business capacity connect-
ed to The Swap Shop and Sports South.  
Friday Eldridge and Clark of Arkansas 
and Swanson, Martin & Bell, LLP of 
Chicago represented Remington, and 
Hudson, Potts, & Bernstein, LLP repre-
sented  Wilkinson.  

Harrod accidentally shot himself 
with a Model 700 rifle in November 
2014, the result of which cost Harrod a 
portion of his leg and kept him out of 
work for approximately 33 months.  
The lawsuit alleged that the gun mal-
functioned because of an issue with the 
trigger on a gun model that Remington 
did a voluntary recall on in 2014. 

Remington did  a voluntary recall on 
a model 700 and model Seven rifles in 
2014, stating that “under certain cir-
cumstances the gun could unintention-
ally discharge.” The fault was linked to 
the XMP triggers and the recall stated 
that the triggers might have excess 
bonding agent used in the assembly 
process.

A class action lawsuit was settled in 
late 2018 in favor of owners of approxi-
mately 7.5 million Remington firearms 

See GUN, Page 5

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Ashley County landfill got a facelift thanks to a grant from the 
Southeast Arkansas Economic Development District. 

Landfill Manager Ruth Ann Oliver said that she applied for the 
grant in the spring because the 
facilities really needed to be 
upgraded.

Oliver said that the office 
building was 87 years old and 
needed several repairs. 

“We needed a safe, dry place to 
keep records and overall we just 
needed a building that was in 
decent condition,” Oliver said. 

The Southeast Arkansas 
Economic Development District 
awarded grant funds to Ashley 
County in the amount of $33,000 in August. The money was spent to 
purchase a new office See LANDFILL, Page 5 Ashley County Landfill Manager Ruth Ann Oliver works inside the new landfill office 

building. Inset, customers walk up to the exterior of the new office.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

Grant helps county get new office at landfill

SPECIAL TO THE OBSERVER

Arkansas Attorney General 
Leslie Rutledge awarded 
Tuesday the Ashley County 
Outstanding Law Enforcement 
Officer of the Year Award to Jail 
Administrator Nicole Carter 
with the Ashley County Sheriff’s 
Office. 

Rutledge presented the county 
winners at the annual awards 
and recognition luncheon during 
the 2019 Arkansas Law 
Enforcement Summit at the 
Benton Event Center.

“It’s my honor to recognize 
our law enforcement officers 
from around the state for their 
dedication to protecting 
Arkansans,” Rutledge said. 

“Every day, these brave men 
and women leave their families 
without knowing if they will 
safely return home. 

“Today’s recipients have gone 
above and beyond for all of us 
and we are grateful for their 
dedication and sacrifice.”

In addition to the statewide 
and regional Outstanding Law 
Enforcement Officer of the Year 
awards, Rutledge recognized an 
Outstanding Law Enforcement 
Officer winner from counties 
around the State. 

Recipients were selected 
based on recommendations for 
their dedicated service to 
Arkansans and can hold law 
enforcement positions at a col-
lege or university, municipal, 
county, federal or State level. 
Nominations were provided 
from police chiefs, county sher-
iffs, county judges, mayors, 
prosecutors and other State law 
enforcement leaders from across 
Arkansas.

HONORS

Nicole Carter 

named County 

Law Enforcement 

Officer of Year

A jubilant Lamonte Gillum leans out of the bus window as the Crossett High School football team arrives home Friday after 
defeating the Warren Lumberjacks, breaking a 29-year winning streak. At top left, Kantrell Williams exits the bus after the 
win. Below, players and spirit squad members sing the Crossett alma mater after claiming victory. For full coverage, see p. 6.

HOW SWEET VICTORY IS
After 29 years, Eagles bring home win against Warren

VAL GAUGHT and CHS YEARBOOK STAFF/News Observer


