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A local trail ride will celebrate 
its 10th anniversary by making a 
few changes.

The Prairie Benefit Trail Ride 
has been an annual fundraising 
event for the past nine years. One 
of the organizers, Greg White, said 
the event typically brings in $9,000 

or $10,000 each year and that the 
money has always been donated to 
the American Cancer Society 
through the Crossett Relay For 
Life Event.

White said this year, the Prairie 
Benefit Trail Ride committee 
decided to branch out on their own 
and started a new non-profit orga-
nization named the Prairie Benefit 
Trail Ride. The board members of 

the organization include White, 
Julie Pennington, Wade Pennington, 
Jancie Lloyd and Lucille Williams.

White said that the group want-
ed to see the money stay local and 
support cancer patients in the area. 

“We want the money to stay in 
south Arkansas,” White said. 

With the change, White also said 
that they are reaching out to other 
counties. The ride has predomi-

nantly had Drew County and 
Ashley County sponsors and riders 
and is on the Drew County and 
Ashley County lines, but White 
said this year they are reaching out 
to other counties. 

“We have people from Desha 
and Chicot County that ride, but 
we are hoping to open it up even 
more,” White said. 

Trail ride to benefit cancer patients March 30

FOR LOVE OF NATURE
Volunteers kayak to clean Lucas Pond of trash, hope to inspire others

A group of local residents took it 
upon themselves to clean up Lucas 
Pond and it saved the city from 

having to answer an Arkansas Department 
of Environmental Quality complaint. 

Matt Sharp, Sean Duncan, Blake Shaw 
and Trey Grubbs unloaded their Kayaks and 
spent their weekend cleaning Lucas pond 
with plans to start a YouTube video series 
focusing on recycling and saving the planet.

Carly Cooper, the videographer of the 
project, said that the group and their fami-
lies planned to go from town to town clean-
ing the ponds and streams around the South. 

“We’re going to not only clean them up 
but sort through all of the trash and recycle 
what we can,” Cooper said. 

Cooper also said the group plans to use 
the videos to educate and encourage others 
to clean up and recycle as well. 

The group starting at Lucas Pond couldn’t 
have had better timing for Crossett because 
the pond had become so saturated with trash 
that it was starting to get the ADEQ’s atten-
tion. 

Last week ADEQ Investigator Robin 
Goldsby asked city officials to provide a 
plan for how they were going to remove the 
trash from Lucas Pond. 

Parks and Recreation Director Larry 
Cantley said the plan his department had 
come up with was going to be stretching his 
already thin staff even thinner. 

The constant rain of recent weeks had cre-
ated a nightmare not only in the park, but in 
the sports complex as well, and Cantley’s 
crew was running behind. 

Cantley said as soon as he learned that a 
group of citizens had voluntarily cleaned the 
pond, he contacted the mayor and asked that 
they be recognized for their good deed. 

“Crossett Parks and Recreation is more 
than grateful to those gentlemen for clean-
ing that pond up because logistically it was 

Sean Duncan leans back 
in his kayak after pulling 
several bags of trash out 
of Lucas Pond. Below, Trey 
Grubbs, Matt Sharp, Blake 
Shaw and Duncan pose 
with the pile of garbage 
they pulled from the pond, 
which had recently caught 
the attention of the Arkan-
sas Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality. The men 
said they hope their actions 
will inspire others to clean 
up across the region.
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Traffic-stopping fun: CSD hosts Picnic with the Arts
BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

When Crossett students asked the 
community to show up for the arts, 
Crossett did — to the point that they 
stopped traffic. 

Even with two years of planning, 
the four-teacher crew from Crossett 
Elementary School said the number 
of people who showed up for the 
Picnic with the Arts well exceeded 
their limitations.  

“It was bigger than we could ever 
dreamed it would be,” music teacher 
Josh Wayne said. 

Wayne — along with fellow music 
teacher Kelly Savage and art teach-
ers Sarah Jones and Linda Myers — 
worked with the Crossett Public 
Library to put on Picnic with the 
Arts, a festival-type event with live 
music and other activities, to pro-
mote fine arts in both the school 
district and the community. 

The otherwise well-planned event 
did cause a bit of a traffic jam 
momentarily on the south end of 
town.

Musician Chester Huntsman was one of 
the musical acts that performed at Pic-
nic with the Arts, a showcase of Cros-
sett’s fine arts talents organized by four 
Crossett School District teachers.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer
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See RIDE, Page 2

Crossett Police Chief J.W. Cruce 
said the crowd was much larger 
than he anticipated, but as soon as 
he realized there was an issue, he 
called officers in to remedy the 
problem. There were officers on 

scene to help those who had to 
park across the highway get to the 
library without incident. 

“There wasn’t a person leaving 
there without a smile on their 
face,” Jones said. 

 Savage said the event was very 
much a learning curve for the 
group and now they have a year 
to work out the kinks. 

Wayne said they will make a 
list of everything that worked and 
everything that didn’t and go 
from there before next year’s 
event. 

The group said that this event 
was not only their pilot, but they 
hoped to raise enough money to 
make the event self-sufficient in 
the coming years. 

The event was completely free 
to the public and funded by dona-
tions, grants, sponsors and T-shirt 
sales. T-shirts are still available at 
CES and all proceeds will go to 
next year’s event. The event also 
had a silent auction, but the final 
numbers were not available at 
press time. 

The picnic featured live music 
by Aaron Jones, Chester 
Huntsman, David Morgan and 
Sarah Beth Pippen and art work 
displays by Carol Rickman, Andy 
Johnson, Ashyr Johnson and 
Grayson West. 

The CES choir and music 
classes and the CMS and CHS 
bands and choirs performed as 
well. 

CHS’s Future Farmers of 
America students provided a pet-
ting zoo. 

“The whole school district real-
ly got behind us on this,” Wayne 
said.

Though dreaming big and hop-
ing for a large outcome, the group 
had no idea that the event would 
start out as large as it did and pos-
sibly outgrow their original 
venue. 

Savage said they certainly have 
several kinks to work out with 
parking being a large issue.

Wayne said that even though 
they’ve had other venue sugges-

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Hust’s fight for 

change to law 

clears state 

Assembly
BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

A Crossett resident’s testimony 
and advocacy proved a key compo-
nent in changing a state law.

Sen. Eddie Cheatham introduced 
Senate Bill 144 after Crossett resi-
dent Shelbi Hust contacted him 
regarding her late husband’s death 
benefits. Jeff Hust was an Arkansas 
State Trooper who died in May 
2017. 

Mrs. Hust was denied retirement 
and death benefits 
because she and Jeff 
had only been legally 
married for eleven 
months at the time of 
his death, although the 
couple had lived togeth-
er and lived as a married 
couple for several years.

She reached out to 
legislators to make them aware of 
her situation and point out that this 
decision should be made on a case 
by case basis. 

“I realize that it’s there to prevent 
fraud, but clearly that’s not the case 
here,” Mrs. Hust said. “Although we 
didn’t get an official piece of paper 
until June of 2016, in order to move 
in together financial decisions had to 
be made, and anyone who has lived 
together in this fashion can verify 
that a sharing the responsibilities of 
a household is indeed a marital rela-
tionship.” 

Mrs. Hust said when she made the 
decision to move in with Mr. Hust, 
she sold her small home in Crossett 
because she planned for them to be 
together forever even though they 
still hadn’t made the decision to 
have an official ceremony. In her 
intitial letter to the ASPRS, she 
pointed out that the financial deci-

Hust
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COMMUNITY

Crossett to host 
tournament 
at recreation 

complex
BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The Crossett Baseball League 
will host a baseball tournament at 
the Crossett Recreation Complex 
this weekend to open the season, and 
there is a chance the new pavilions 
could be finished. 

League president Amp Dejarnett 
said that the tournament is USSSA 
sanctioned and will be on Friday and 
Saturday with three different age 
divisions. 

On Monday, workers at the com-
plex were busy preparing the fields 
for the upcoming event. In addition 
to the regular complex maintenance, 
extra contractors were on scene 
working on the pavilions that were 
jointly funded by the city and 
leagues.  

Parks and Recreation Director 
Larry Cantley said construction 
started on the new pavilions with 

See TOURNAMENT, Page 3


