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Hamburg High School’s EAST 
students have raised more than 
$6,000 to help a fellow Hamburg 
student purchase a piece of medical 
equipment that will help make her 
more mobile.

The fundraiser was started by 
students Jalie Tippen and Kyle 
Carpenter who put a donation jar in 
the Hamburg High School front 
office. After a teacher posted about 
it on social media, the donations 
rolled in faster than anyone expect-
ed. 

“This is an amazing story, our 
community pulled together and 
took care of this precious girl,” 
Hamburg superintendent Tracy 
Streeter said. “A teacher with a 
vision and students choosing love. I 
am so proud of them.”

The fundraiser is to help Eve 
Simms, a Hamburg sixth grade stu-
dent who often uses a wheelchair for 
personal mobility, purchase a Mobile 
Stander.

Evie’s Story
Evie’s story began on 

Jan. 6, 2008, when she 
was born weighing only 4 
pounds, 10 ounces. Other 
than that, however, every-
thing else seemed fine, 
Meagan, Evie’s mother, 
said.

 Evie battled jaundice 
for a couple of days after her birth, but 
her mother said that nothing else 
seemed alarming. After bringing her 
home, Evie had to return to the local 
hospital weekly for blood draws to 
check her bilirubin levels and Meagan 
said they continued to be high.

“Meanwhile, this tiny beautiful 
baby girl screamed constantly and 

could never seem to get comfortable at 
home, and at her two-month immuni-
zation appointment, our world was 
turned upside down,” she said.

Before administering Evie’s shots, 
one of the nurses did a 
physical exam and 
noticed something very 
alarming. 

“From there we were 
told to go immediately to 
the nearest pediatrician,” 
Meagan said.  

The pediatrician was 
also very concerned and 

told Evie’s family that she felt what 
she thought could possibly be tumors 
or multiple enlarged organs in Evie’s 
abdomen.

“She told me something was very 
wrong with Evie and we needed to get 
her to Arkansas Children’s Hospital as 
soon as possible,” Meagan said.

Hamburg students raise $6,000 for classmate

Evie Simms, center, is a sixth grade student 
in Hamburg. The Hamburg high School EAST 
program recently raised more than $6,000 to 
help her purchase a mobility aid. She needs 
help getting around because of a virus she 
had as a baby. NEWS OBSERVER/Submitted

“Our community 

pulled together 

and took care of 

this precious girl.” 
-Tracy Streeter,

Hamburg school superin-
tendent

See SIMMS, Page 3

CRIME

Final charges 

still pending 

for Crossett 

teen’s murder
Teenage suspect 
will be charged as 
an adult, Deen says

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The 10th Judicial District Court 
has determined that there was proba-
ble cause to charge all three people 
arrested in connection the murder of 
a teenager earlier this month with 
first-degree murder, but no formal 
charges have been filed 
at this time.

When the charges are 
filed, however, the pros-
ecuting attorney says the 
16-year-old arrested in 
the case will be charged 
as an adult

Daylon Manning, 
Brandon Fields and an 
as-of-yet publicly 
unidentified juvenile 
were all arrested on Jan. 
17 and are being 
detained at the Ashley 
County Sheriff’s office 
in connection with the 
murder of 17-year-old, Josh Couser, 
whose body was found on Ashley 16 
with several apparent gunshot 
wounds the previous day.

Tenth Judicial District Prosecuting 
Attorney Thomas Deen said on 
Tuesday that he had not yet received 
the file on the three suspects and 
therefore his office has not yet made 
the decision on what to charge the 
suspects with.

When the three went for their 
probable cause hearings last week 
Judge Bynum Gibson determined 
that there was enough evidence to 
hold them all for capital murder, 
however, Deen said that doesn’t nec-
essarily mean that they have been 
charged with it.

“I see in the media all of the time 
that police charge with burglary, or 
theft, or whatever the case may be, 
but that is incorrect,” Deen said. 

“A grand jury can charge someone 
and a prosecutor can charge some-
one, but the police can not charge 
someone, they can only arrest them.”

The probable cause hearing is 
strictly for those who are arrested 
without a warrant.

“When someone is arrested with a 
warrant, we know we can hold them, 
but when they are arrested in 
situations like these, a judge has to 
determine if there is probable cause 

See MURDER, Page 5

INDUSTRY

Crossett council 
takes second 
step to bring 
solar project

Ordinance enters city 

into tax abatement 

agreement with RES

VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The City of Crossett has taken 
the second step in the process to 
bring a massive solar farm — and 
with it, hundreds of construction 
jobs — to the area. 

The City Council adopted Jan. 21 
an ordinance that stated that the 
city intends to finance the construc-
tion, expansion, and equipping of 
industrial facilities through the 
issuance of industrial revenue 
bonds. The obligation to pay the 
bonds will fall to the company.

 The ordinance also acknowl-
edges and approves that RES 
Americas — the company that 
plans to construct the solar farm — 
and the City of Crossett have 
entered into a payment in lieu of 
taxes (PILOT) agreement . 

In 2019, Crossett Economic 
Development Director Mike Smith 
spoke to the city council about 
working with RES Americas in 
attempt to build an 800-acre, $150 
million dollar solar farm south of 
Crossett. 

In November, city officials deter-

See PILOT, Page 5

HAMBURG

Officials: Storm 
showed areas 

that need 
improvement

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

Hamburg officials said the recent 
tornadoes that struck the city helped 
them identify areas that could be 
improved for better response in the 
future.

ProMed Ambulance owner Ken 
Kelley told the Hamburg City 
Council Monday that ambulance 
crews went out in the early morning 
hours of Jan. 11 to help police and 
fire departments with post-storm 
assessments.

As the day moved on and the 
company returned to its normal 
business, they found a snag in oper-
ations plans that needed to be 
addressed, Kelley said.

“There is no backup power at the 
station, and since we are there 24 
hours a day, they had to go through 
some dark nights,” he said.

The fire station, which the city 
owns but ProMed uses as part of its 
contract with the city, now has a 
backup generator, Kelley said.

Hamburg Mayor Dane Weindorf 
said the city is looking for a perma-
nent generator that could power the 
entire fire department building. He 
also said he wants to be able to 
power City Hall to keep storm sirens 
going.

“(The siren) ran for a while,” he 
said “(But later) you couldn’t hear it 
because there wasn’t any electricity 
and it wasn’t running.”

After the major stop lights went 

See HAMBURG, Page 5

Fields

Manning

Officers stand outside the entrance to the Crossett Walmart Tuesday. The retailer was evacuated after someone called 
in a bomb threat  Tuesday morning. Crossett Police J.W. Cruce said the Crossett Police Department was notified of the 
threat at approximately 11:55 a.m. Jan. 28.The CPD, the Ashley County Sheriff’s office and the Crossett Fire Depart-
ment responded. Cruce said a bomb detection canine and handler arrived from Union County Sheriff’s Department and 
they searched the store with the help from local law enforcement and Walmart personnel. “There were no  bombs or 
suspicious packages found,” Cruce said. The store was reopened at approximately 1:55p.m. Tuesday.  Ashley County 
Sheriff’s Office Investigator Josh Pollock  said that the Crossett Police Department had the phone number that the call 
was made from and would be investigating further. He declined to say whether the phone number was a land line or 
cell phone.  The incident remains under investigation.

WALMART
EVACUATED 
FOLLOWING 
THREAT
No explosive found in 

search, store reopened

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

RECOGNIZING CONTRIBUTIONS

The Crossett Area Chamber of Commerce hosted its annual 
banquet Jan. 23. The chamber posthumously recognized Tom 
Streetman as Man of the Year for his anonymous philanthropic 
work in the community; at top, the award was presented to 
his wife, JoAnn Streetman. Former Crossett Councilwoman 
Lynn Rodgers, left, was named Woman of the Year. Steve White, 
right, was recognized as Volunteer of the Year, and the Crossett 
Eagles were given the Spirit Award. Linda Rushing received the 
Ambassador Award, and Sherri Breshears was the Director of 
the Year. Ingevity was honored as Business of the Year.

VAL GAUGHT and SUBMITTED/News Observer


