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Crossett mayoral candidates quiz each other on issues
Editor’s Note: Each week in the month of July, Crossett’s mayoral candidates will each answer a question about an issue that has been 

posed by one of the other candidates. By participating in the print forum, the candidates get a chance to discuss issues that they think should 

be a priority while giving the public a chance to understand how they will approach leading the city. The answers are presented as written 

by the candidates. Candidate Kevin Cosby submitted this week’s question.

Concerning the former City Hall, Police and Fire Department building on Main Street as a whole, how should 
it be remediated and to what use? Are there other city properties and structures you think need attention?

The last mayoral question was con-
cerning the demolishing of abandoned 
homes and neglected properties, a costly 
expense for our city. My question this 
week is concerning the abandoned and 
neglected Crossett Municipal Building 
that was vacated and allowed to fall into 
an unusable state of disrepair by the cur-
rent city administration.

Sitting at 307 Main St., the Art Deco 
style building was built in 1954 to con-
solidate the municipal services that were 
scattered across town. 

The multi-function building original-

Main Street and MLK Jr. Drive 
showcase three of our most treasured 
historical structures, the former 
Municipal Building, the Crossett City 
Auditorium, and the EC Crossett Youth 
Center. All of these are part of Crossett’s 
heritage, and tug on our heartstrings, but 
all are in need of restoration. While I 
think it is important to move Crossett 
forward, I don’t want us to leave our 
historical buildings behind. 

Funds are scarce, but citizens have 
proven that we have an abundant supply 
of creativity and ingenuity when faced 

In 1986 there was a movie with 
Tom Hanks and Shelley Long called 
“The Money Pit”. The movie cen-
tered around Hanks and Long pur-
chasing a home for $200,000 which 
was said to be worth $1 million. 
Great deal, they thought. The only 
problem was the house began to fall 
apart the moment they stepped inside, 
and continued to fall apart as the 
movie continued. Our old City Hall 
on Main Street reminds me of this 
movie as it is now vacant and rapidly 
falling apart at the seams. To repair or 

The question was asked about the 
Old Municipal Building on Main 
Street that used to house the police 
department and City Hall. How should 
it be remediated and to what use? 

To start with, this Municipal 
Building is a beautiful building that is 
actually listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places and has been since 
2007. The city vacated it in the 2015-
2016 time frame. 

The building did not start showing 
signs of wear all at once. This build-
ing slowly started deteriorating over 

Our Municipal Building is perfect 
for a multipurpose space. I have 
already started the process of bring-
ing our attention back to this com-
munity goalpost, therefore preserv-
ing it, by gaining permission from 
City Hall to place a Tiny Free Library 
on its porch. A small step toward a 
larger endeavour but a step nonethe-
less. 

Once the TFL is placed, we will 
add it to a national registry that will 
guide people to it, therefore to our 
historical Municipal Building.  
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WEEK 2

EDUCATION

Ashley County 
graduation 

exercises set 
for this month
After COVID delay, 
students to formally 
mark end of high school

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Ashley County High School’s 
seniors will finally get to walk to the 
music of “Pomp and Circumstance” 
in their graduation cap and gowns 
this month. 

Hamburg High School’s commence-
ment exercises are scheduled for 
Saturday morning, while Crossett  
High School’s in-person ceremonies 
are currently set for July 25. CHS 
previously had a digital graduation in 
May.

The gradua-
tion ceremo-
nies will be dif-
ferent this year as 
the schools are 
working to abide 
by COVID-19 guidelines. Hamburg 
also has additional rules in place to 
protect the new turf on its football 
field.

Eddie Tucker with Hamburg 
School District said that each 
Hamburg senior who attends both 
graduation practices will be given 
six tickets to give to their families 
to attend the graduation.

Tucker also said that the distict 
posted specific guidelines on its 
Facebook page for students, staff 
and guests. 

Social distancing must be prac-
ticed by all students, staff and guests 
in attendance and masks must be 
worn at all times unless a person is 
speaking. Seating will be in the stands 
only and no one will be permitted to 
stand or sit outside of the bleachers. 

As mandated by the state, all 
attendants will be separated by six 
feet of space. Families of six or 
more may sit closer together.

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

The next phase of Georgia Pacific-
Crossett’s permanent closure of some 
of its Crossett lines will begin next 
week as demolition of two buildings 
gets under way.

The buildings, which a GP spokes-
person said will be near U.S. 82, are 
on the southern end of the GP prop-
erty.

The demolition is set to begin July 
13, and weather permitting the demo-
lition will be complete by July 24, 
the spokesperson said.

All prior required inspections and 
environmental concerns — such as 
for asbestos — have been met, the 
spokesperson said, and the company 

has filed a notice of intent of its plan 
with the Arkansas Department of 
Environmental Quality, which has 
approved the plan.

Though the buildings in question 
are near U.S. 82 and can be seen 
from the roadway, the work should 
not impact traffic, the spokesperson 
said. One of the buildings in question 
is just inside the GP complex on the 
company’s side of the railroad tracks.

GP announced in June 2019 that it 
would restructure its Crossett opera-
tions, including shuttering the 
Crossett bleached board operations, 
its older tissue machines, the extru-
sion plant, wood yard, pulp mill and 
a significant portion of the energy 
complex. While most of the layoffs 
that accompanied those closures are 

now effective, the company has 
announced plans to temporarily 
recall some workers to operate 
machines necessary to rebuild its tis-
sue warehouse supply and meet mar-
ket demand following the spring’s 
unprecedented and unanticipated 
runs on toilet paper. 

The Crossett mill is located on a 
650-acre complex. Originally the site 
of the Crossett Lumber Company, 
Georgia-Pacific purchased the mill 
in 1962, and expanded its paper 
operations in Crossett in 1976. The 
company made additional upgrades 
to paper and pulp operations in 1984.

It opened the 
Crossett Chemical 
plant — which traded 
ownership in a 2018 

sale to Ingevity  — in 1981.
The company’s Crossett plywood 

mill was mothballed in 2011, perma-
nently closed in 2016 and burned in 
an accidental fire in 2017.

Demolition set for two GP Crossett buildings

ELECTION

Candidates to 
take to stage, 

answer questions 
from residents 

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

As Crossett’s special election for mayor 
approaches, the Crossett Area Chamber of 
Commerce and American Legion Post 
111 have set an event to give residents an 
opportunity to meet the candidates. 

The in-person forum will be 6 p.m.  
July 28 at the Crossett City Auditorium. 
The candidates will answer questions 
submitted by members of the public.

Chamber Executive Director Mandy 
White said that the questions for the 
evening will be chosen by a review 
team that the chamber board will select. 

The team will evaluate all of the ques-
tions submitted by the public and select 
questions for the moderator to use. 

White said those who wish to submit 
questions may send them to 
Crossettchamber@windstream.net.

Gary Newton of Little Rock will 
moderate the evening. 

Newton, the former executive vice 
president of the Little Rock Regional 
Chamber of Commerce, was the first 
president and chief executive officer 
of Arkansas Learns. He also manages 
the Arkansans for Education Reform 
Foundation.

NOT JUST ANOTHER FISH STORY

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Two Hamburg High School 
seniors placed in the top three 
out of more than 300 teams dur-
ing the High School Fishing 
World Finals in Wisconsin.

Ben Brockwell and Austin 
Fleming fished in the finals in 
Lacrosse, Wis., on the 
Mississippi River. They finished 
in third place and won more 
than $100,000 in scholarship 
money.  

On day one of the tournament 
Fleming and Brockwell weighed 
in with three fish for a total 
weight of 6-15 pounds, putting 
them 90th in the rankings. Two 
other Hamburg High School stu-
dents, Dalton Haynes and 
Brantley Anders, weighed in 
with 8-01 pounds that day and 
were ranked 31.

On day two, Brockwell and 
Fleming advanced into 77th 
place with a total weight of 5-14 
pounds.  Haynes and Anders 
were ranked at 45 after the sec-
ond day after weighing in with 
6-01 pounds. 

The semi finals were on day 
three and Fleming and 
Brockwelll jumped into fifth 
place with three fish weighing a 
total of 10-04 pounds. Haynes 
and Anders were holding the 
27th spot after a day three 
weigh-in of 7-14 pounds. 

Brockwell, Fleming place third at High School World Finals

The top 12 teams from the 
semi finals moved to the finals 
round with the top eight teams 
from the second chance round 
and the top eleven teams from 
the High School National 
Championsh ip  F ina l s 
Tournament. 

Out of those 31 teams, 
Brockwell and Fleming tied for 

second place weighing in with a 
9-03 pounds. The winning team, 
Tucker Veronee and Landon 
Gramling of Gilbert S.C., 
weighed in with 9-06 and were 
offered more than $250,000 in 
scholarship money. 

The team that tied with 
Brockwell and Fleming was 
from Morgan County, Georgia.

Ben Brockwell and Austin 
Fleming of Hamburg show the 
winnings and trophies they 
took at the High School Fish-
ing World Finals in Lacrosse, 
Wis. Below, Dalton Haynes lifts 
a fish from the water. Haynes 
and Brantley Anders, also of 
Hamburg, finished No. 27 in 
the tournament.
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