
Summer volunteers
PAGE 5

World Finals fishing
PAGE 8

14 pages, 1 sectionVolume 81, No. 26 Crossett, Ark. On the World Wide Web at www.ashleynewsobserver.com $1.00

24
JUNE

2019 

June
26

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Fred’s, Inc., announced its plans 
to close the North Crossett and 
Hamburg stores Friday.

The stores will be among 49 that 
the company is shuttering in “an 
ongoing attempt to optimize store 
footprint,” the company said in a 
news release.

Since the announcement, the 
stores have posted liquidation sales 
notices at the front of their locations.

The discount goods chain has 
already announced 104 other clo-
sures this year, including in 
Monticello and Bastrop.

“Fred’s decision to close addi-
tional ... stores follows a continued 
evaluation of the Company’s store 
portfolio, including historical and 
recent store performance and the 
timing of lease expirations, among 
other factors,” the Friday news 
release said.

The Fred’s store in Hamburg displays a 
sign noting its upcoming closure. The 
company announced it would close the 
North Crossett and Hamburg stores Friday.
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The Crossett City Council 
voted Tuesday to accept the rec-
ommendation of a loan for the 
city’s planned sewer upgrades.

The recommendation, which 
does not obligate the city to the 
loan, came in the 
form of a letter from 
A. Mark Bennett IIII 
of the Arkansas 
Natural Resources 
Commission. The 
city had applied for 
grant or loan funding 
from the ARNC for 
its sewer project.

Crosse t t  Economic 
Development Foundation Grant 
Writer Cherub Alford said that 
in reviewing the city’s applica-
tion, the ARNC could have 
given a grant or a loan.

“They just opted for the 
loan,” she said.

The city council’s vote gave 
Alford the authority to write a 
letter accepting the recommen-
dation from the ARNC.

Acceptance of the recommen-
dation paves the way for the 
loan should the city seek it at a 

Council gets 
loan proposal 
for upgrades 
to sewers

CROSSETT

State commission 
recommends loan, 
city not obligated

Alford

See LOAN, Page 6
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Hamburg Mayor Dane Weindorf 
said that Ashley County areas out-
side the city limits will have an 
ambulance service even though the 
county government has said it will 
not help fund the effort. 

The City of Hamburg reached out 
to the Ashley County Quorum Court 
and asked for $3,000 per month to 
aid in the ambulance coverage out-
side of the city limits.

The City of Wilmot has also 
pledged $500 per month to aid with 
the ambulance subsidy to Pro Med 
Ambulance service, which Hamburg 
started in early March. 

Weindorf said Monday that even 
though the county had declined to 

help and some of the other cities 
have not responded to a letter 
requesting help, that the county 
would still have cover-
age. 

 “We are still going to 
have first class service, 
so when someone says 
‘are they going to come 
out to Promiseland’, 
‘are they going to go to 
Wilmot,’  the answer is 
yes,” Weindorf said.  

“Wherever they are needed, if 
they need it in Crossett, he’ll go to 
Crossett.” 

Councilman Mike Sanderlin asked 
if there was any other financial 
pledges, and the mayor said that 
only Wilmot had pledged. 

“The rest of the county better 

shop Hamburg,” Sanderlin said, 
alluding to the sales tax that supports 
the ambulance service. 

Public Works Director Jimmy 
Hargis questioned why the Quorum 
Court wouldn’t help the citizens.

Weindorf said he had requested 
aid, had been told no and  that he 
didn’t want to continue asking.  

“I’m tired of asking them; I get 
the message,” Weindorf said. 

ProMed Chief Executive Officer 
Ken Kelly gave the council a report 
and status update on how the ambu-
lance service has been running. 
Kelly said they were operating 
slightly above budget and respond-
ing so quickly that their response 
time average is below the state stan-
dard. The average response time in 
the city limits is six minutes and 17 

seconds, and the national average is 
seven minutes and 58 seconds. 

Kelley also reported on the train-
ing that his employees have partici-
pated in over the past month and 
talked about classes and trainings 
that will be hosted at the Hamburg 
Fire Station.

The ambulance service will start 
moving into the new fire station on 
Monday. Kelly said once they are 
moved in, he is working to offer 
Emergency Medical Training (EMT) 
classes to promote interest in the 
field.

“We saw this major decline all 
over Arkansas, but particularly in 
south Arkansas, of people not enroll-
ing in EMT courses,” Kelley said.

A community interest survey was 

Hamburg mayor says ambulance service will 
continue even without Quorum Court help

Weindorf

See HAMBURG, Page 5

FINISHING TOUCHES
Citywide pool party tentatively planned for July 4

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Barring additional weather delays 
or unforeseen circumstances, the 
Crossett City Pool could open before 
the Fourth of July holiday.

Pool manager Sarah Hollimon said 
that the construction crew is sup-
posed to turn the pool over to her and 
her crew on July 1.

“At that point, we will fill it up and 
we hope to host a citywide Fourth of 
July swim party,” Hollimon said. 

The party will include organized 
games as well as open time for those 
who simply want to swim. 

The prices for the party will be the 
same as regular pool entry prices dur-
ing public swim, which will be $3 for 
children ages 4 to 18 years and $5 for 
adults 19 and older. Children younger 
than age 3 are free. 

Once the pool,  opens the hours 
for public swim will be 1 to 5 p.m. 
Sunday through Saturday. 
Additionally, the pool will have 
special activities, private parties 
and  other events. 

On Tuesdays there will be Aqua 
Zumba classes at 6  and 7 p.m. The 
price for the class will be $6 each 
or $9 for those who wish to do 
both. 

Wednesday night will be 
reserved for church swim, which 
Hollimon said she is still working 
on the details for and Thursday 
will be a special needs night. 

“I am working with the Carousel 
School to iron out the details on 
that,” Hollimon said. 

Friday nights will be family 
night with a $2 admission from 7 
p.m. until 11 p.m. 

Private parties may be booked 
on Saturday, Sunday and Monday 
evenings from 7 p.m. until 11pm. 
The cost for private parties will 
depend on the number of hours for 

the booking. 
The fee is $250 for two hours, 

but additional hours may be added 
for $125 per hour with a maximum 
of four hours. 

For more information, contact 
Hollimon between the hours of 1 
p.m. and 5 p.m. at 870-500-0303.

Crossett City Pool employees paint in the changing rooms as they prepare to re-
open the city pool for the first time since 2016.
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Man dies in 
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A highway construction worker was 
killed Friday morning in a road con-
struction incident south of Hamburg.

 The apparent accident reportedly 
occurred approximately three miles 
south of Hamburg on U.S. Highway 
425 at approximately 11 a.m. 

Investigators with the Ashley County 
Sheriff’s office said the incident 
involved a piece of construction equip-
ment — a road grader — and a single 
victim. 

The investigator declined to release 
the name of the victim or any other 
details involving the accident, though 
he said the victim was from out of 
town. 

The investigator said, however, that 
he believed it to just be a freak accident, 
but couldn’t say anything for sure until 
the investigation was completed. No  
other information was available at press 
time. 

 Only one victim 
was involved in 
U.S. 425 incident

BY VAL GAUGHT
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When Scotty Wayne Penninginton 
looked at his depth viewfinder while he 
was fishing on the Ouachita River last 
week, he saw something that was way 
too big to be a fish.

Pennington of Crossett said he was 
fishing near the Crossett Port where the 
barges load when his viewfinder picked 
up a large object.

“The picture on these things are so 
clear now, I knew it was a car,” 
Pennington said.

Pennington forwarded the informa-
tion collected by his Hummingbird 

Mega fish finder to the local authorities.
Investigators at the Crossett Police 

Department and the Ashley County 
Sheriff’s office both 
checked records to see if 
there was anything on-
going that the car might be 
connected to. They 
couldn’t find an active 
investigation related to the 
vehicle.

 Ashley County Sheriff 
Tommy Sturgeon said that he contacted 
a diver in Union County to go down and 
look at the object on Monday afternoon.

The diver verified that the object — 
which was 24 feet below the surface — 

was in fact a car, but said he believed the 
car had been down there for decades.

“He said it looked like it had been 
down there 50 years, but the port has 
only been there for 32 years,” Sturgeon 
said. “Either way, it’s been down there a 
long time.”

Sturgeon said he knows that 
Pennington and others have fished that 
area several times over the years and he 
doesn’t know why the car was only now 
spotted. The sheriff said it’s possible that 
with all of the flood water moving 
through the river, which is flowing faster 
than usual, the channel could have been 
stirred up enough just to make the car 
visible with a fish finder. He also said 

that it’s possible that a barge stirred up 
the water uncovering it, but that there is 
no way to know for sure.

 “I don’t know that it could even be 
pulled up, it’s deteriorated so bad,” 
Sturgeon said.

Sturgeon said unless someone has a 
valid reason that the car should be inves-
tigated, they are not going to do anything 
further.

“We have nothing to go on, if some-
one can come up with a reason, I’ll 
investigate it,” Sturgeon said.

If anyone has any information regard-
ing the vehicle they may contact the 
Ashley County Sheriff’s Department or 
the Crossett Police Department.

That’s no fish: A river mystery decades in the making
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The Arkansas State Police are 
investigating a Hamburg house 
fire after finding evidence that the 
fire may have been intentionally 
set. 

Arkansas State Police 

Spokesman Bill Sadler said 
authorities within the Hamburg 
Fire Department and Hamburg 
Police Department requested spe-
cial agents of the Arkansas State 
Police Criminal Investigation 
Division and investigators of the 
state fire marshal’s office assist 
with a house fire in Hamburg.

Sadler said the request was that 
the state police conduct an investi-
gation of the residential fire locat-
ed at 605 W. Jackson St. 

The fire was initially reported 
to the Hamburg Fire Department 
at approximately 1 a.m. June 11.

Sadler said Monday morning 
that there was evidence found at 

the fire scene that indicated the 
fire was the result of arson. 

Sadler did not name any sus-
pects involved and he did not say 
if any arrests have been made in 
connection with the investigation.

No one was injured as a result 
of the fire or the required response 
to it, Sadler said.

Evidence shows June 11 house fire was arson, officials say

Pennington


