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A high speed chase that began in 
western Louisiana ended with the 
arrest of two suspects in Ashley 
County.

Ashley County Sheriff Tommy 
Sturgeon said that he was notified 
by the Morehouse Parish sheriff 
Jan. 17 that Louisiana law enforce-
ment officials were in pursuit of a 
vehicle that they believed was 
headed for Ashley County. 

Sturgeon said the Dodge Pickup 
was traveling on U.S. Highway 
425 toward Hamburg 
at 100 miles per hour. 

“I had my deputies 
put out spike strips 
near Hank’s Creek 
Bride on 425 and they 
rolled right into them,” 
Sturgeon said. 

Arkansas State 
Trooper Ross Allen 
took Stephanie Mcaleese, 32, of 
Daytona Beach, Fla ., and Tiffany 

Malcolm, 35, also of Daytona 
Beach,  into custody when the 
vehicle came to a stop. 

According to the records at the 
Ashley County Sheriff ’s 
Department, the two women were 
charged in Ashley County with 
Fleeing I and Possession of Drug 
Paraphenelia. 

“I’m not sure what all charges 
they have in Louisiana, but I 
believe they were wanted for check 
forgery,” Sturgeon said. 

Sturgeon said the chase started 

in northwest Louisiana and 
involved officers from multiple 
Louisiana and Arkansas jurisdic-
tions. 

“They started near Shreveport 
and somehow made their way to 
Morehouse and then here,” 
Sturgeon said. 

 As of Friday afternoon, the sus-
pects were in the custody of the 
Ashley County Sheriff at the 
Ashley County Detention Center 
in Hamburg awating their first 
appearance. 

Sturgeon

Two-state chase ends in Ashley County

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Schools in both Ashley County 
school districts were forced to evacu-
ate because of smoke incidents last 
week.

The first incident happened at 
Crossett Middle School the afternoon 
of Jan. 17.

Students were moved outside the 
school and stood in groups on the 
lawn while members of the Crossett 
Fire Department checked the build-
ing after smoke was detected in the 
building.

The school district later released a 
statement on social media saying that 
the smoke was the result of a motor 
malfunction in an air conditioning 
unit.

The matter was quickly resolved 
and students were able to return to 
class.

“Thank you very much to the staff, 
the Crossett Fire Department and 
Police Department for their help in 
securing the safety of our students,” 
the district’s social media statement 
said.

Students wait outside Crossett Middle 
School while fire officials investigate 
the source of smoke in a classroom 
Jan. 17.

VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer

Smoke scares 
clear schools 
in Crossett 

and Hamburg

SAFETY

See SMOKE, Page 5

Judge: No 
plea deal 

until motions 
are heard

JUSTICE SYSTEM

Defendant’s mental 
evaluation results 
are still pending

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

A 10th Judicial District Court judge 
declined Tuesday to allow a defendant 
in a murder case to enter a plea in 
court.

Defendant, James Edward Johnson 
of Crossett, was arrested 
February 18, 2018 in 
connection with the 
death of JoAnn Reeves 
and charged with first-
degree murder and felon 
in possession of a fire-
arm. When Johnson 
appeared in court 
Tuesday, Judge Bynum Gibson denied 
the defense’s request to enter a plea 
agreement that was presented, citing 
pending motions on the case.  Because 
the judge denied the agreement, the 
details were not openly disclosed.

Gibson re-set Johnson’s hearing for 
9 a.m. Feb. 25 pending the results of a 
mental evaluation. 

See COURT, Page 5

Johnson

CLEARING WHAT REMAINS

The entrance to the new Crossett High School building can be seem framed by the remaining standing walls of the west-
ern side of the former CHS building. Built in the 1950s, the building is in the process of being demolished. Students made 
the transition to the new school building in December. Below left, what was once the western exit door gives peek at the 
demolition crew’s work inside. At middle and bottom right, scenes of debris removal greeted those who passed the site 
Monday morning.
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BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

A group of people in Ashley 
County are building an organiza-
tion that they hope will benefit 
cancer patients and caregivers of 
cancer patients in the area. 

“Hope at Home” is a new non-
profit organization that will fund-
raise annually, but will keep 100 
percent of the proceeds in Ashley 
County.

“We want to see where the money 
is going and see our area benefit 
from it,”  Hope at Home board 
member Stephanie Craig said. 

Craig and other members of the 
Hope at Home board have been dis-
cussing the idea for a while. Craig 
said she, as well as other members 

of the board, have worked with 
other benefit organizations in the 
past and have experience with large 
fundraising events. 

Hope at Home is a non profit 
organization and has filed for 
501(C)3 status with the IRS. The 
organization will be governed by a 
board of nine members with an 
additional “selection board” made 
up of five people, who are not on 
the board of directors, and those 
five will review benefit applica-
tions once submitted. 

The new non-profit will be struc-
tured very similar to Ashley County 
Alzheimer’s, a volunteer organiza-
tion that also raises funds to keep in 
Ashley County. Residents may sub-
mit an application to the Hope at 

Group hopes to benefit cancer patients in Ashley County

See HOPE, Page 5

Hope at Home will start fund raising soon to support cancer patients and caregivers 
in Ashley County. A few of Hope at Home’s board members and team leaders posed 
for a photograph after discussing the group’s future intentions.  They included, from 
front left, front row, Kenzie Rush, Sue Gibson and Tonya Cooper; from rear left, De-
nise Russell, Zach Cooper, Susanne Ballard and Stephanie Craig. 

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

Drawdown at 
Lake Chicot 
begins, will 
last to 2020

SCHOOLS

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission has announced the dates 
for the upcoming drawdown of Lake 
Chicot for 2019.

AGFC’s fisheries biologist Michael 
Sundburg hosted a public meeting in 
Lake Village last week, and during the 
meeting, Sundburg talked about how 
drawing down the lake every five years 
is one objective in the Lake Chicot 
Management Plan to improve the fish 
habitat in the lake, the physical struc-
tures and water quality.

The last drawdown was in 2014, so 
one is now due for 2019.  

Sundburg said the AGFC works 
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
to conduct the drawdown on the lake 
and that the drawdowns are set to 
always begin on the Monday after July 
4, and the refilling process begins on 
Jan. 1 of the following year.

The 2019 drawdown will start on 
July 8, and the gates will not close until 
Jan. 1, 2020. 

Sundburg said officials expect the 
lake to be lowered six feet by approxi-
mately Aug. 19. 

The drawdown will expose approxi-
mately 900 acres of the lake bottom 
and nutrients from the lake bottom. 
The draw down will also compact the 
fish population to benefit both preda-
tors and prey in the lake. During the 
drawdown, the AGFC will monitor 
sport fish populations using standard 
sampling protocols and daily creel lim-
its will reduce to half during the draw 
down period. 

Additionally, the drawdown gives 
landowners the opportunity to repair 
and build fishing piers as well.

Those with questions about the 
drawdown may contact Sundburg at 
the Monticello Regional office at 877-
367-3559 or michael.sundberg@agfc.
ar.gov. 


