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Georgia Pacific, Crossett’s largest 
employer and the company that 
remains the life blood of our commu-
nity, has made permanent layoffs and 
closures of various divisions of their 
operations as a result of violations of 
The Clean Air Act. 

These cuts have resulted in less 
taxes being available for our essen-
tial services. Crossett residents 
recently voted to raise taxes to help 
fund an essential sewer project, but 
we can’t keep putting more taxes on 
less people. 

Recruitment and retention of busi-
nesses and citizens is always a prior-
ity, but after our community received 
the  announcement of layoffs last 
summer it became critical we increase 
these efforts from many directions.   

One thing we’ve initiated  is a 
Census Drive to increase Crossett’s 
census count.  Every person counted 
directly results in funding for vital 
community services. Now more than 
ever it  is critical everyone be count-
ed, and we are dedicated to this initia-
tive. 

Sometimes you find yourself between 
the proverbial rock and a hard place. 
Some refer to it as a Catch-22 (used first 
by Joseph Heller in his 1961 book enti-
tled “Catch-22”). Others prefer to say 
— with different words than I use — 
“darned if you do and darned if you 
don’t.” These clichés and others are 
used to describe the state all of us are in: 
we want great schools, a fantastic hospi-
tal, a more than adequate library, all the 
necessary services the city can provide, 
and we want new businesses to come 
into town to provide jobs for our people. 

The first part of this week’s 
question references taxpayer fund-
ing for our Crossett entities such as 
our hospital, library, high school 
and Economic Development 
Foundation. The financial support 
for these elements comes from 
either a millage tax that is based on 
real estate and property taxes or 
sales tax from sales revenue. Even 
if our citizens move out of Crossett,  
those homes remain here, so those 
real estate tax dollars would still 
remain. 

My stance on Crossett growth and 
revenue leans on tourism. Yes, our 
population is shrinking, something 
happening all over Southeast Arkansas. 
But I refuse to accept this as our end.

Over the past year as your Parks and 
Recreation Assistant Director, I have 
gathered community together to host 
events that pulled families in from 
places we typically head to for enter-
tainment. To name just a couple: The 
Ball Drop Block Party attracted hun-
dreds of people from as far away as 
Texarkana and Conway, as well as 
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Crossett mayoral candidates quiz each other on issues
Editor’s Note: Each week in the month of July, Crossett’s mayoral candidates will each answer a question about an issue that has been posed by one 
of the other candidates. By participating in the print forum, the candidates get a chance to discuss issues that they think should be a priority while 
giving the public a chance to understand how they will approach leading the city. The answers are presented as written by the candidates. Candidate 
Sarah Hollimon submitted this week’s question.

As our No. 1 employer, the paper mill, shrinks its operations here, our population is shrinking as well. 
This means fewer taxpayers to provide tax dollars for our hospital,  library,  high school and our eco-
nomic development foundation.  How do you plan to compensate this shortfall? * see p. 3

COVID-19 claims two more Ashley County lives, three total

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

The COVID-19 pandemic has now 
claimed three lives in Ashley County.

While the Arkansas Department of 
Health has not identified the victims, 
in its online database the ADH 
recorded in the last week that prior to 
July 1 only one person in Ashley 
County had died of the illness caused 

State seeking faster 
testing capabilities 
for commercial labs

by the novel coronavirus that first 
emerged in 2019. As of Tuesday, 
that count has increased to three.

Ashley County currently has 33 
active cases of the virus, while 74 
of the confirmed cases have recov-
ered since being diagnosed. In 
neighboring Chicot County, 65 
patients have active COVID cases 
and three people have died; Union 
County also has 33 active cases but 
has logged 14 deaths.

As of Gov. Asa Hutchinson’s 
daily COVID update Tuesday, the 
number of recorded cases across 
the state had increased by 748 to 
make 29,733 since the pandemic 
was first recorded in Arkansas 

March 11. Of the total cases, 6,058 
are considered active, 445 are cur-
rently hospitalized and 
331 people have died.

Dr. Nate Smith, 
Arkansas’s state 
health director, said 
Tuesday that for 
the prior three 
days the public 
health lab had 
tested more 
patients each day 
than it had in the 
entire month of March. Getting 
tests done quickly is key to con-
taining the spread of the virus, he 
said.

“We are still having some indi-
viduals having to wait far too long 

to get their 
results,” Smith 
said.

The state’s 
Congressional del-
egation has writ-
ten a letter to Vice 
President Mike 
Pence, who is 
heading the 
nation’s COVID 
strategy task 

force, asking for federal support to 
expand testing capacity in commer-
cial laboratories.

“Our challenge is the slow 

response coming from commercial 
labs,” Hutchinson said.

As they have repeatedly in recent 
weeks, the officials emphasized 
that, while the state has a strategy 
of testing, tracing and isolating pos-
itive cases to contain the spread of 
the virus — which the governor 
said is being done “vigorously” — 
responsibility also lies with resi-
dents not to spread it.

“The other strategy is the indi-
vidual responsibility of social dis-
tancing and wearing masks,” 
Hutchinson said. “These are all 
critical elements that feed in togeth-
er to have a complete state strategy.”

See COVID, Page 10

EDUCATION

Williams: CSD 
plans to open 

schools no later 
than Aug. 26

Superintendent says 
late start date will 
have to be made up 

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Crossett’s superintendent of schools 
says the school district is doing every-
thing it can to prepare for school to 
start even with the ever-changing 
COVID-19 situation.

Superintendent Gary Williams said 
at Monday’s meeting of the school 
board that students would start the 
school year with seven days to make 
up.

Last week Gov. Asa Hutchinson 
pushed the start date back from Aug. 
13 to Aug 24. 

Williams said that right now the 
district is planning to be open by no 
later than Aug. 26, and that the days 
missed will have to be worked into the 
calendar in some way.

“We must have 178 days of instruc-
tion and so far none of those have been 
waived,” Williams said.

See CSD, Page 10

‘A TREMENDOUS WIN’ Crossett Fire Department dedicates 
new 100-foot ladder truck, paid in full

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The Crossett Fire Department 
hosted a “Push-In” ceremony 
Monday for a new 100-foot 
E-One Platform ladder fire truck.

 Georgia Pacific of Crossett 
purchased the truck in full.

The truck was something that 
the city government had planned 
to purchase in 2019 in order to 
adequately cover some of the 
larger buildings in the city’s cov-
erage area, but the purchase had 
to be put on hold at the time. 

When Fire Chief Bo 
Highinbotham approached the 
council in 2019 about the pur-
chase he had found a demo avail-
able for a discounted price. 

Mayor Crystal Marshall 
— who was on the city council at 
the time —  said that she had 
researched the topic extensively 
and having a truck with a 100-
foot ladder  was a resource that 
the City of Crossett needs to pro-
tect the citizens. 

“Think about rescue from the 
hospital or hotel, rescue from 
apartment buildings,” Marshall 
said. “Our big new school and 
two story homes and protecting 
all of our citizens and their 
investments. We have several 
apartments and I was shocked 
how many structures needed it 
once I understood the criteria.” 

The new truck can hold 10 fire-

fighters and it allows for the team 
to get on top of the fire, unmanned, 
to extinguish it.

Higginbotham said during the 
ceremony that the truck will be 
used for all types of fires but 
mostly on tall structures. 

“It will be used to help people 
in those taller structures escape 
like the new hotel or the hospital 

and some places at GP and our 
chemical plant,” Higginbotham 
said. 

“We will also be using it for 
rescue like high angle and con-
fined space.”

Members of the community and 
city council showed up to wel-
come the new truck with a push-in 
ceremony, during which they actu-

ally pushed the truck into its bay. 
Higginbotham said the ceremo-

ny dates back more than 100 years 
to a time before fire trucks were 
motorized and were operated with 
horse drawn equipment. In those 
days, firefighters had to actually 
push their trucks into the station 
after a call.

See TRUCK, Page 12

Community members, Crossett firefighters and elected officials push the new Crossett fire truck into the bay at the Main 
Street station. Georgia Pacific purchased the truck on behalf of the city as part of a consent order that emerged out of an 
Environmental Protection Agency enforcement action.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer


