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People who are older than 70 and 
school employees will be eligible to 
receive a COVID-19 vaccine start-
ing next week.

Gov. Asa Hutchinson made the 
announcement Tuesday, saying that 
starting Jan. 18 some members of the 
cohort designated for vaccine phase 
1B will be able to get the vaccine.

In addition to older people and 
K-12 teachers and staff, workers at 
day cares and institutions of higher 
education will be eligible for the 
vaccine.

“We want to continue to increase 

(vaccinations) as fast as we can, getting 
those doses to Arkansans, and continue 
to manage the limited sup-
ply we are getting,” 
Hutchinson said.

Arkansas receives 
approximately 50,000 
doses of vaccine a 
week, he said.

“We are try-
ing to set the 
stage for increas-
ing those doses 
and increasing as 
quickly as possi-
ble,” Hutchinson said. “This is a 
county-by-county approach.”

School districts will drive the 

administration of vaccines to their 
employees, the governor said.

“So if you 
are a teacher, 
check with 
your district 
to find out 
how it will be 
provided,” he 
said before 
noting that 
the state has 
approximate-
ly 132,000 
people work-

ing in the education system.
“That is a lot for our pharmacies to 

handle,” Hutchinson said. “We know 

some will wait, and it is going to take 
some time to get through those, but we 
will see.”

Secretary of Health Dr. Jose Romero 
said that a third vaccine is approaching 
approval in the United States and that 
the amount of vaccines available will 
increase in the near future.

“The goal is to minimize adverse 
events and maximize the use of each 
vaccine,” Romero said.

Those who have previously been 
eligible to receive the vaccine have 
included health care workers and first 
responders.

Vaccines currently available include 
those developed by Pfizer and 
Moderna.

While information is sometimes 
delayed and some cases are not 
reported, as of Tuesday afternoon 
Ashley County had 124 reported 
active cases of COVID-19, the 
sometimes deadly viral infection 
that has caused massive disruptions 
across the world over the past year. 
The county has recorded 23 deaths.

Statewide, the number of active 
cases was reported at 25,702 
Tuesday evening, with 4,121 
recorded deaths since March.

National, approximately 379,000 
people’s deaths in the United States 
have been connected with COVID 
since the outbreak began in early 
2020.

Senior citizens, teachers eligible for vaccines Jan. 18
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Crossett school 
board extends 
COVID leave of 
absence policy

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The Crossett School District Board 
voted Monday to extend the its COVID 
leave-of-absence policy 
through March 31.

Superintendent Gary 
Williams said that when the 
school board originally 
adopted the policy in 
August, it was set to run 
through Jan. 1. He asked 
the board to extend it until 
March to stay in line with timelines 
provided by federal sources. 

Williams said another stimulus pack-
age will come through soon, and those 
funds can help offset the cost associated 
with the leave policy, which adds an 
additional 20 days of leave to staff mem-
bers who need to take more than their 
original leave because of COVID-19 

WINTER WHITEOUT

When a wintry mix turned out to be 
less of a mix and mostly snow as it fell 
over Ashley County, the fluffy precipi-
tation accumulaetd between two and 
three inches in some places Jan. 10 
and 11. While the landscape was tem-
porarily transformed, by noon Mon-
day the scenery had mostly returned 
to normal with the exception of a few 
snowy sentinels, at left, standing in 
testimony of the weater event.

VERSHAL HOGAN and VAL GAUGHT/
News Observer

Area gets rare snowfall, accumulation on Jan. 10 and 11
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Committee 
asks businesses, 

places of worship 
to mark MLK Day

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
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The Crossett Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Holiday Observance Committee has 
announced that this year it will not orga-
nize a parade or public gathering.

The committee is stressing, however, 
that while those who wish to honor the 
civil rights icon’s legacy should follow 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s guidelines for COVID-19 in 
terms of congregating, each person 
should still find a way to continue the 
work that the holiday represents.

“Please note that this holiday is also 
defined as a day of service,” a letter from 
committee chair Lendora Early says. “It 
is a day on, not a day off. Perhaps we can 
find creative ways to serve without the 
risk of contracting the COVID-19 virus.”

Some ways the committee has sug-
gested community members mark the 
occasion include the display of celebra-
tory messages on marquees, banners or 
signs. The holiday is officially celebrated 
Jan. 18.

The committee’s theme for this year is, 
“The Urgency of Creating the Beloved 
Community.” Though the march is not 
happening, the committee is selling short 
and long-sleeve shirts, sweatshirts and 
hoodies.

Those who would like to purchase a 
shirt should contact Juanita Hollins at 
870-415-0633, Jason Bivens at 870-500-
0134, or Pat Todd at 870-814-3526.

See CSD, Page 3
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County to purchase property for voting machine storage
VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The Ashley County Quorum 
Court voted Tuesday to purchase a 
new property to store the county’s 
voting machines.

During the Quorum’s regular 
January meeting, Justice Carlton 
Lawrence told the court that the 
county offices had been looking for 
new storage areas to keep the 
machines.

Lawrence said that while look-
ing, County Judge Jim Hudson was 
offered the old Ideal True Value 
property for $285,000. 

Lawrence also said the county 
could get the property interest-free 
if it was paid it off over a five-year 
period.

Justice Rhonda Pippen said she 
thought the price was too expen-
sive and suggested that the county 
get an appraisal.

Some of the other justices agreed 
that there needed to be an appraisal 
before a price was agreed on.

“I agree that we need the prop-
erty, but I don’t want to overpay,” 
Pippen said. 

Pippen made a motion to wait 
for an appraisal, though when the 
motion went to  vote it only 

received five “yes” votes. 
Justice Jeff Langley abstained 

from voting, telling his peers on 
the Court that he had conflict of 
interest. 

Following a discussion during 
which the justices tried to ascertain 
if Hudson would be the tie breaker 
or if there was another way to pro-
ceed, the Quorum’s attorney, David 
Harrod,  said that the motion would 
ultimately die since there weren’t 
enough “yes” votes to pass it.

The justices discussed the issue 
further. Justice Ron Miller said that 
he thought the no interest point 
made a big difference and was the 
reason he supported the purchase 
price without an appraisal.

Pippen said she felt like the 
county could purchase a cheaper 
property that would allow the same 
use.

Justice Greg Sivils said that he 
didn’t think it was a bad price, 
especially since it bordered the 
county yard. Hudson said the 
county would be expanding the 
work yard by simply cutting a 
chain link fence between the two 
properties and that purchasing a 
property in a different location 
would split the county yard into 
different locations. 

Sivils said having the proposed 
location would prevent county 
workers from having to drive 
around to different locations and 
maintain two separate locations.

“That makes it worth more to us 
than it will ever be on paper,” 
Sivils said. 

Sivils also said that the outbuild-
ings were worth a lot more than 
people realized and that the county 
wasn’t the only buyer interested in 
the property.

Lawrence made a motion that the 
county purchase the property under 
the original agreement presented, 
which was that if they pay it off in 
five years there will be no interest.

Nine of the  members of the Ashley County Quorum Court voted Tues-
day to purchase the former Ideal True Value property in Hamburg for 
the storage of the county’s voting machines. Justice Rhonda Pippen 
voted against it, saying she could not support the purchase in light 
of its $285,000 price tag. VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

See QUORUM, Page 3


