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The skyline in Crossett could be 
changing in the next couple of years.

Georgia Pacific-Crossett is in the 
process of a reorganization that will 
end with the elimination of approxi-
mately 500 jobs. When that’s done, 
portions of the complex will be torn 
down, a company spokesperson said.

Some operations will continue, and 
approximately 500 workers will keep 
their jobs.

The mill restructuring will include 
the shuttering of the Crossett bleached 
board operations, its older tissue 
machines, the extrusion plant, wood 
yard, pulp mill and a significant por-

tion of the energy complex.
“Once the shutdown is complete, 

we anticipate tearing down the build-
ing,” GP Crossett 
Public Relations 
Manager Jennifer 
King said. “As we 
move through the 
shutdown, we will 
have to secure the 
buildings, we will 
have to make safety 
inspections and make 
a decision on what is going to stay and 
what will go.”

Given the age of some of the build-
ings, they will likely have to be sub-
ject to an asbestos inspection, she said.

King said the demolition will not 

happen during the next few months, 
but some time within a year and a 
year-and-a-half the community can 

expect to see some of 
the facility demol-
ished.

“We are not sure 
what the end foot-
print will look like,” 
she said. “We are 
going to work 
through it very delib-
erately, but right now 

we don’t know when and we don’t 
know what (will be demolished).”

King said when those decisions are 
made, the company will be reaching 
out to let the community be alerted to 
what is coming.

“If the skyline is going to change, 
we want to mentally prepare peo-
ple,” she said.

The Crossett mill is located on a 
650-acre complex. Originally the 
site of the Crossett Lumber 
Company, Georgia-Pacific pur-
chased the mill in 1962, and expand-
ed its paper operations in Crossett in 
1976. The company made additional 
upgrades to paper and pulp opera-
tions in 1984.

It opened the Crossett Chemical 
plant — which was sold to Ingevity 
last year — in 1981.

The company’s plywood mill was 
mothballed in 2011, permanently 
closed in 2016 and burned in an 
accidental fire in 2017.

“Once the shut-
down is complete, 
we anticipate tearing 
down the building.” 

-Jennifer King,
GP Crossett spokesperson

After layoffs, GP site will see some demolition

BACK TO THE BOOKS Crossett’s students return to 
school after summer break

As the weeks of summer vacation 
worked their way to an end, Cros-
sett’s parents purchased school 
supplies and prepared to send 
their children back for another 
year’s education. That preparation 
ended with the first walk into the 
school building for the school year 
Tuesday, including goodbye hugs 
and wishes for a good day.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

ASHLEY COUNTY

Quorum votes 
to add items 
to GP tax 
abatement

Assessor says she 
followed training in 
giving assessment

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Representatives from Georgia 
Pacific went before the Ashley County 
Quorum Court on Tuesday to ask for 
clarification on their Act 9 Bonds for 
tax purposes. 

The quorum court approved a bond 
agreement in October 
2018 that would allow 
Georgia Pacific to receive 
a 65 percent tax abate-
ment for a 25-year proj-
ect. On Tuesday, repre-
sentatives from Georgia 
Pacific came before the 
quorum court regarding 
assessment of the property. 

Tax Assessor Beth Rush said that 
because the items presented to her by 
the company were not listed on the 
original contract, she could not assess 
them at the discounted value. Rush said 

Board approves after school program appointments
BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

The Crossett School District’s 
school board voted Monday to 
make the necessary administrative 
appointments to operate a new 
grant-funded program.

Crossett Elementary School 
Principal Veronica Robinson had 
previously publicly announced the 
school’s reception of a $660,000, 
five-year grant to operate an after 

school program four days a week.
The board gave its stamp of 

approval Monday with 
a vote to appoint CES 
Assistant Principal 
Janet Ricks the pro-
gram director and to 
name Robinson the site 
coordinator. Both 
appointments are for 
the 2019-2020 school 
year.

Under the program, students will 

spend two days a week focusing on 
academics, and two days a week 
focusing on enrichment. Robinson 
said part of the grant requirement 
was for the program to provide 
social-emotional programs for the 
children.

“We are excited about it, and 
proud that our school was awarded 
this program,” she said.

The program will have 100 slots 
available to any student. CES has 
approximately 750 students, so the 

school anticipates it will have a 
waiting list, Robinson said.

During the meeting, the board 
also voted to allow Superintendent 
Gary Williams to participate in the 
Arkansas School Superintendent 
Mentoring Program.

Williams said he has been asked 
to mentor a new superintendent in 
the state, but the program requires 
that the mentor receive permission 
from his or her board first.

Robinson

See CSD, Page 3

SCHOOLS

HSD receives 
‘good faith’ 
funds from 
sale of bonds

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Hamburg School District 
received nearly $150,000 as a 
good faith deposit on the bonds 
that were recently sold to an 
investment firm.  

Jason Holsclaw with Stephens 
Public Finance Department pre-
sented a resolution to the Hamburg 
School Board on Monday to 
approve bonds that were recently 
sold to finance the upcoming 
projects at HSD. 

Holsclaw said that Robert Bayer 
is the investment company who 
won the bid with an interest rate of 
2.94 percent. The bonds sold for 
nearly $7.5 million with an addi-
tional premium of about $126,000. 

See HAMBURG, Page 3

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER 

Two men accused of serious 
crimes in separate cases in Ashley 
County are set to appear before the 
court in coming months.

In the first case, Erskine Flamer 
Jr., 24, of Eudora was arrested and 
charged with the murder of 25 year 
old Deunte Stanley after allegedly 
stabbing him to death  in Pine 
Street Park on July 21.

The Hamburg police responded 
to the incident and — after hearing 
witness testimonies — arrested 
Flamer. Police Chief Johnny Oliver 

said that was Stanley was trans-
ported to Ashley County Medical 
Center, where he died from a sin-
gle stab wound. 

Flamer was formally charged by 
the Tenth Judicial District 
Prosecuting Attorney Thomas 
Deen with murder first degree and 
tampering with physical evidence 
on July 24. 

A waiver of arraignment was 
filed with the Ashley County 
Circuit Clerk’s office Aug. 2 stat-
ing that Flamer demanded a jury 
trial.

Circuit Judge Robert Bynum 

JUSTICE SYSTEM

Suspects in murder, rape 

cases to get day in court

See COURT, Page 3

SPECIAL TO THE OBSERVER

Arkansas is being invaded. The 
invaders aren’t little green men, 
though they are green.

The Arkansas Forest Resources 
Center Forest Health Laboratory is 
seeking help in locating and identi-
fying invasive plants, and University 
of Arkansas at Monticello Associate 
Professor Mohammad Bataineh is 
asking outdoor enthusiasts to locate 
and make observations of the pres-
ence of invasive plant species.  

The project needs people willing 
to locate, and make observations 
regarding invasive plant species. 
Species of interest include Chinese 
Tallow, Tree-of-Heaven and Kudzu.

Bataineh said the project will 
focus on mapping and monitoring 
the distribution expansion of inva-
sive populations. Invasives are those 
non-native species that result in eco-
logical or economical loss or dam-
age Invasive species are a growing 
burden on Arkansas’ and the nation’s 
economy with a $120 billion a year 
in economic cost, he said.

Participants will need a smart-
phone with internet access to a free 
app.   Those who are interested can 
download the iNaturalist free app 
and create an account. Once regis-
tered, they can start logging observa-
tions and associate them with project 
“Invasive Plants of The Natural 
State”  at inaturalist.org/projects/

invasive-plants-of-the-natural-state.
All observations will be verified 

and compiled into a shareable map. 
By using the iNaturalist app, partici-
pants can check on how their obser-
vations are being used. 

Alternatively, participants can 
email locations and photos of obser-
vations to foresthealth@uamont.edu 
or physically mail it to Arkansas 
Forest Resources Center, 110 
University Court, Monticello AR 
71656. 

For more information, please con-
tact foresthealth@uamont.edu.

The project is supported, at least 
in part, by the USDA National 
Institute of Food and Agriculture, 
McIntire- Stennis project 1005987.

Volunteers to monitor and stop 
plant invaders needed in Arkansas

See QUORUM, Page 5
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