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INDUSTRY

TAA advising 
for former GP 
workers set 

for next week
BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

Former Georgia Pacific workers 
will have an opportunity to learn 
more about Trade Adjustment 
Assistance in the coming weeks.

The Arkansas Department of 
Commerce’s Division of Workforce 
services will be hosting TAA infor-
mation sessions by teleconference  
for eligible workers next week.

Workers will receive a letter with 
the conference call number, which 
will also tell workers when they 
should call in.

The calls will be at 10 a.m., noon 
and 2 p.m. April 7 to 10, as well as 
April 14 and 15.

The Department of Commerce 
notified workers Feb. 26 that GP 
employees, “who became totally 
separated from employment on or 
after March 8, 2017 through Jan. 
22, 2021” were eligible for TAA 
benefits. The majority of those who 
qualify were workers impacted by 
the June 2019 layoff announce-
ments.

On-site leased workers from 
Encardia Staffing Solutions, 
Manpower, Advanced Technology 
Services and Rezzelle, Inc., are 
also eligible for the assistance.

Possible benefits workers may 
qualify for include Trade 
Readjustment Allowance, which the 

PANDEMIC

Positive case 
of COVID-19 
identified in 

Ashley County
Doctors urge caution, 

but also say to keep 

level head, be patient

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Ashley County has a confirmed 
case of COVID-19 and Ashley 
County Medical Center’s doctors 
and staff are asking the public to 
stay updated and remain calm. 

The Ashley County case is one of 
523 in the state as of Tuesday after-
noon. Of the total cases in the state 
62 have required hospitalization 
and 21 have required the use of a 
ventilator. COVID-19 can cause 
severe respiratory distress and 
death. Eight people in Arkansas 
have died from the disease as of 
Tuesday.

Doctors and medical 
professionals are urging 
people to stay home and 
follow Center for 
Disease Control’s 
guidelines. They are 
also asking that people 
have patience during 
this time. 

 “We need people to stay home, 
and keep a level head,” Dr. Brad 
Walsh said.

Some in the community had 
expressed concern that ACMC and 
doctors’ offices weren’t testing for 
COVID-19 and were instead turn-
ing patients away to other hospitals 
such as Drew Memorial Health 
System in Monticello. 

Doctors at ACMC have said that 
is not true and that testing is avail-
able in Ashley County for those 
who need it. 

“We are absolutely doing testing, 
but we need people to understand 
that — like with any illness — there 
is protocol to follow,” Walsh said. 

The symptoms of the disease 
known as COVID—19  resemble a 
group of other very common ill-
nesses, Walsh said.

Because there is a declared pan-
demic, people who have symptoms 
they might normally treat at home 
or call their primary care physician 
about are panicking.  Walsh said 
that COVID-19 could be severe in 
some patients and very mild in oth-
ers. 

“It is very likely that 80 to 85 
percent of the people with this virus 
won’t even be hospitalized,” Walsh 
said. 

Walsh said doctors need people 
to understand that some cases aren’t 
serious and won’t be hospitalized 
— because they don’t need to be — 
not because doctors are picking and 
choosing who to hospitalize or who 
to test. 

BEARS HIDING EVERYWHERE

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

Right now, hunters are stalking 
bears in the streets of Crossett.

If they’re lucky, they might bag a 
brown bear. Or maybe Winnie the 
Pooh. Possibly an elephant. Perhaps 
Mickey Mouse.

No, a menagerie hasn’t escaped 
the zoo or the world of fiction. 
People are, instead, uniting in a 
game to fight quarantine boredom.

The game in question is the 
Ashley County Bear Hunt, which is 
part of a larger national trend. 
Participants place teddy bears or 
other stuffed animals in their home 
windows or outside their doors, and 
the other players drive around town 
trying to spot the bears. Some are 
carefully hidden, while others are 
placed in open lines of sight.

The game is an easy way to fight 
cabin fever while still practicing 
social distancing. Some players do 
it just for fun, while others post pic-
tures of their finds on social media 
to encourage others to join in.

Allison Dobbins — who has chil-
dren ages 12, four and two — orga-
nized the Ashley County version of 
the game after seeing that someone 
had a similar version in Mountain 
View, where her mother-in-law 
lives. She said she’d heard of a few 
people doing it already, but after 
seeing the Mountain View version 
she said she fell in love with the 
idea and — after asking permission 
to use the idea — organized a 
Facebook event for Crossett.

“People really seem to enjoy it,” 
Dobbins said. “I have gotten a lot of 
positive comments about how they 
love the idea.

“I have seen a lot of businesses and 
individuals joining in the fun, doing 

‘Hunting’ game 
helps area families 
fight cabin fever

Players in the Ashley County Bear Hunt game place teddy bears or other 
stuffed animals in their windows for other players to seek out from their 
cars. The game provides players with a chance to get out of the house and 
do something without breaking social distancing guidance that has been 
issued to fight the COVID-19 outbreak

VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer

things from small stuffed ani-
mals to huge ones that even the 
smallest kiddo can spot easily.”

Dobbins said in her case, the 
family had a difficult time find-
ing a bear, so they used Disney 
characters.

“It has been a real joy to see 
people driving by our house slow 
and seeing them,” she said. “It’s 
been a blessing to see their faces 
light up.”

The way people have joined in 

the bear hunt has shown how 
people are finding ways of 
expressing solidarity during a 
time when social ties are harder 
to maintain, Dobbins said.

“I love to see the spirit,” she 
said. “It’s not just here in Ashley 
County. You see video clips of 
people around the world joining 
together to do things while using 
their social distancing. It’s 
inspiring to see good in the 
world.”

See TAA, Page 3

UNSOLVED MYSTERY

Residents puzzled 
by boom heard 
across county, 

rattled windows
BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Residents of Crossett and the sur-
rounding areas reported hearing a 
loud boom the night of March 25, 
but the source of the noise is a mys-
tery.

Multiple residents of Crossett, 
Hamburg and surrounding areas 
said they reported to authorities 
they heard an explosion or thunder 
like noise. Some claimed it shook 
their homes. 

Multiple posts went up on social 
media at approximately 10:30 p.m. 
Jeremy Andrews — who lives on 
Hickory Street in Crossett — said 
he heard something at 10:30 that 
sounded like an explosion. Anthony 
Zintel said he heard a similar noise 
in Hamburg. 

Multiple residents on Binns Loop 
in North Crossett likewise reported 
hearing it as well, and Karen Moyers 
reported her family heard it from 
West Crossett. 

Cliff Bailey of Crossett made a 
social media post asking people to 
post their location if they heard the 
mysterious noise and his post 
received feed back from residents 
of  Milo, West Crossett, Frost 
Prairie and Hamburg. 

Crossett Mayor Scott McCormick 
said that the mystery boom was 
heard in Monticello as well.  

Some people compared it to an 
earthquake saying it shook their 
windows others said they thought it 
could have been thunder. Nerissa 

See BOOM, Page 3

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

A vehicle left the roadway and 
crashed into a housing structure 
on 10th Avenue in Crossett on 
March 25.

A report from Crossett Police 
Department Investigator Eric 
McCaughn says an SUV drove 
through a building at approxi-
mately 10:52 p.m.

Police Chief JW Cruce said he 
believes there was a sonic boom 
as well, but he has nothing official 
to release. 

The vehicle accident report 
states that a 2007 GMC Acadia 
drove through an apartment build-
ing on West 10th Avenue.

The report said the driver was 
struck by a passenger, which 
caused the driver to leave the 
road. 

The vehicle reportedly drove 
through the yard of 801 W. 10th 
Ave., striking fencing and lawn 
furniture and damaging the side-

Vehicle leaves road, crashes into house

A 2007 GMC Acadia crashed into a residence on West 10th Ave. March 25. While the 
wreck resulted in injuries, it was not fatal.

walk before crossing the road and 
driving through an apartment 
building at 800 W. 10th Ave. 

Two adults and a minor child 
were in the vehicle at the time of 
the incident. 

The report stated that the driver 
was transported by an unknown 

method with a possible injury. 
Officials did not release the condi-
tion of the passengers, but con-
firmed that the accident was not 
fatal. The report also stated that 
the driver did not appear to be 
under the influence of drugs or 
alcohol at the time of the wreck. 

NEWS OBSERVER/Submitted

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Spring Break came to an end on 
Monday, but because returning to the 
actual school building is not an 
option since the state closure of 
school buildings, students, educators 
and parents entered their second 
week of virtual learning.

The Hamburg School District and 
Crossett School District officials are 
working around the clock to get 
Alternative Method of Learning 
packets and resources to students. 

“Educators have been in informa-
tion overload,” Hamburg 

Superintendent Tracy Streeter said. 
“There is not a script for us to follow 
in these uncertain times, 
however, we have a 
great team of people 
working at Hamburg 
School District that 
have worked relentless-
ly the last several days 
to get plans in place that 
will benefit our stu-
dents, families, and staff.”

Streeter said Gov. Asa Hutchinson 
has provided school districts with a 
great deal of flexibility in making 
decisions on how instruction will be 
delivered.  

The district is keeping its social 
media accounts updated to get the 
word out and keep parents updated 
as much as possible. As of Monday 
morning schools in Arkansas were 
set to be dismissed until April 17. 
Officials have said, however, that 
date could be pushed back depending 
on the state’s health status.

Students in both Crossett and 
Hamburg School District will be 
using AMI, or Alternative Method of 
Instruction packets during the dis-
missal.

Each school in Crossett has differ-
ent methods and dates for turning in 
the work and all administrators have 

been actively putting that informa-
tion out through social media. Crossett 
High School packets are available to 
print online, and Crossett High 
School principal Anthony Boykin 
said that they can be mailed if 
requested. Boykin also said there is a 
drop-off directly inside the high 
school building at the front office. 

Crossett Middle School Principal 
Lynn Parker said that CMS packets 
for March 30 to April 3 are being 
mailed this week and therefore the 
deadline is extended, however, the 
packets students received on March 
13 are due April 6. There will be 

Schools learning how to  educate during quarantine

Streeter

See SCHOOLS, Page 3

Walsh

See COVID, Page 3


