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Council declines second reading of ordinance

Some vehicles would
have been prohibited
on W. Foote Street
BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Hamburg City Council
refused a second reading on one of
the ordinances presented at its
meeting Monday and tabled another ordinance involving sewer rates.
The first ordinance presented to
the council was to prohibit commercial vehicles — vehicles rated
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to haul more than 15,000 pounds
— from using a portion of West
Foote Street.
Mayor Dane Weindorf told the
council that such heavy
vehicles were damaging the street and that
the ordinance would
cut back on maintenance cost.
The ordinance said
that those in violation Weindorf
would be fined $50 to
$100 if found guilty.
“How many times is that one
farmer going to get hit by this
before you do something else?”
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he Hamburg City Council and those who attended its
meeting at the city’s new fire station were treated to a
tour of the facility Monday evening.
The fire station held a ground-breaking ceremony in August
2018 and started construction in early September.
By July 2019, the final steps were being made to prepare the
building so that the fire trucks and ambulances could be moved
in. ProMed Ambulance is using the ambulance bay at the station
as part of its contract with the city.
Fire Chief Tim Hollis said that the community played a tremendous part in the finishing touches of the building.

Councilwoman Derinda Stanley
said.
Weindorf said that the farmers,
log truck drivers or other violaters
would be fined each time they were
found guilty.
The ordinance exempted city
vehicles, delivery vehicles, utility
vehicles that were working in the
area and “other necessary vehicles.”
After the discussion and initial
reading, Councilwoman DeAnne
Murphy made a motion for second
reading, but at first vote, Council
members Mike Sanderlin, Stanley,
Daniel Shelton and Beverly Mays
voted against the second reading.

Without a second or third reading,
the ordinance could not procedurally move forward to a final vote,
and so died on the table for the
meeting.
The next ordinance presented
was to raise the monthly sewer rates
by $2 per month.
“Crossett’s at $18.50 and they
charge extra for each pick up,”
Weindorf said.
Sanderlin said that he didn’t think
people would have a problem with
the increase as long as it wasn’t
worded like it was an increase just
to cover picking up limbs.
See MEETING, Page 5

Hamburg Council tours
new city fire station

The new fire station’s training center was furnished solely on
donations.
Hollis said he raised more than $4,000 in four days to pay for the
tables, chairs, television and other furnishings in the training center.
“I made a list of the things we needed,” Hollis said. “I started on a
Monday and by Thursday, I had everything I needed. What an awesome community we have.”
Hollis said those who donated towards the furnishings include
Mike and Ramona Sanderlin, Joy Martin, Randal Rial, Century Next
Bank, Carpet One, Andee’s Gym, Nelson Architectural, Billy and
Bursta McDonald, Blue Start Consultants, Twanna Miller and
Family, Phil Barnes, Tim Menapace, Travis Hall, Ingevity, Michael
Taunton, Michael Tapp, Mike Webb, Rany and Paula Mitchell and
Eugene and Robin Mitchell.
Mayor Dane Weindorf said that the Woodmen of the World donated a 35-foot flag pole that will be placed out front and the mayor and
his family will donate a 25-foot flag pole. Weindorf said he is looking
for someone to purchase the other 25-foot flag pole so that both the
firefighter flag and the Arkansas flag can be beside the American
Flag.
Hollis said it’s nice to finally have space for the fire department’s
equipment and he is proud of the entire community for supporting the
new building.
In addition to regular daily use, the fire station will soon be hosting
classes and trainings that will be open to the public.
Those interested may contact Hamburg City Hall 870-853-5300.
The new Hamburg fire station is located on Main Street on the north
end of the cit. Inset, Hamburg City Clerk Peggy Akers, Councilwoman
DeAnne Murphy and Mayor Dane Weindorf stand in the break room
area of the fire station while getting a tour Monday evening.

Annual Wiggins’ Cabin Festival in two weeks
The 41st Annual Wiggins’ Cabin
Arts and Crafts Festival will be
Saturday, Oct. 12 at the Wiggins’
Cabin pavilion in Crossett. This
year’s event will feature a new
Weenie Dog Race and display by
the UAM forestry team.
The day will start early with the
annual 5K, which will start at the
Wiggins’
Cabin
grounds.
Registration begans at 8 a.m.
After the run, guests can watch
as children from birth to age 18
compete for the Mr. and Miss
Wiggins’ Cabin titles. The pageant
activities for the 10 competing age
groups will began at 10 a.m.
The registration deadline for the
pageant is Sept. 30.
Throughout the day guests will
be able to watch a variety of performances by the Univeristy of
Arkansas at Monticello’s forestry

team. Tonya Cooper, who is on some new and exciting things this
Wiggin’s Cabin planning commit- year for guests to come check out.
tee, said that the group will be
At noon on the neighboring
there to put on an axe and knife baseball field, the weenie-dog races
throw and other events featuring will kick off. The proceeds from the
bow saws and chain saws.
race will go to benefit the Crossett
Other offerings at
Parks and Recreation
the Wiggin’s Cabin JUST THE FACTS: Department.
festival will include
Booth rental is still
food vendors, arts and The 41st Annual Wiggins’ available for a fee of
crafts booth, live enter$70 for sales booths
Cabin Festival will be
tainment and family
and $125 for food venOct. 12. New events this dors.
fun activities.
Cooper said approx- year will include a Weenie
Those interested in
imately 26 vendors Dog Race.
registering for the 5k
have signed up with
run may register before
the food choices ranging from Oct. 5 to guarantee their T-shirt.
hambugers and hotdogs to walking Others may register the morning of
tacos and funnel cakes.
the race.
The barbecue will be cooked
Those interested in the pageant
and supplied by Krafted Sweets registration may contact Patty Coody
this year.
at 870-510-5456.
Cooper said the arts and crafts
For more information about the
festival will be from 9 a.m. to 4 festival, those interested may visit the
p.m. for people to come browse the Wiggins Cabin social media page at
booths, and that the festival has facebook.com/wigginsfestival/.

SOCIETY

Foster and
adoption group
expands to
Ashley County

The CALL seeks
volunteers to help
children in need
BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR
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VAL GAUGHT
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Participants in one of the 2018 Wiggins’
Cabin Festival pageants pose for the
those in attendance.

A regional organization dedicated to
helping children in crisis is expanding
to Ashley County.
The CALL in Drew County — a
faith-based organization that works
with the Department of Children and
Family Services — has recently
expanded to become The CALL in
Southeast Arkansas. The expanded area
of the group will include Bradley and
Ashley County.
The CALL’s mission is to find and
train foster and adoptive families in
local churches, and to provide support
for those who it recruits. According to
the groups Website, approximately
8,200 children are in foster system in
Arkansas, but only 1,600 families are
available to provide foster care. The
CALL looks to remedy that by reaching
out to the 5,900 churches in Arkansas
and finding people who are willing to
take up the task.
“Since the launch of The CALL in
See THE CALL, Page 5

DEMOGRAPHICS

Study: Fewer
children live in
‘concentrated
poverty’ in Ark.
SPECIAL TO THE OBSERVER

Fewer of Arkansas’s children are
living in communities of concentrated
poverty, according to “Children
Living in High Poverty, LowOpportunity Neighborhoods,” a new
KIDS COUNT data snapshot released
Tuesday by the Annie E. Casey
Foundation.
Using the latest data available from
the U.S. Census Bureau, the snapshot
examines where concentrated poverty
has worsened across the country,
despite a long period of national economic expansion.
More than half of states are showing progress, with Arkansas reducing
its rate by 18 percentage points during the time period studied. Nationally,
the rate declined by 8 percentage
points, indicating Arkansas is reducing concentrated poverty at a faster
rate than the national average.
However, despite the decline,
Arkansas’s current rate is still 14 percent, two points higher than the
national rate of 12 percent.
Growing up in a community of
concentrated poverty — a neighborhood where 30 percent or more of the
population is living in poverty — is
one of the greatest risks to child
development. More than 8.5 million
children live in these settings.
Children in high-poverty neighborhoods tend to lack access to healthy
foods and quality medical care, and
they often face greater exposure to
environmental hazards, such as poor
air quality and toxins such as lead.
Children in families facing financial
hardships and fear of violence are
more likely to experience chronic
stress, which has been linked to diabetes, heart disease and stroke later in
See CHILDREN, Page 5

