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Rodgers resigns from city council at Monday meeting
Councilwoman plans to move residence to Wilmot, 
making her ineligible to serve out rest of her term

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Crossett City Council has an 
opening following the resignation of a 
councilwoman Monday night. 

Councilwoman Lynn Rodgers, who 
represented 539 constituents in Ward 
1, turned in her resignation during 
Monday night’s meeting. The other 
council members voted — although 
each said reluctantly — to accept her 
resignation. 

Rodgers said that she and her hus-
band were going to be moving their 
residency from Crossett to a property 
they own in Wilmot and that she 
would no longer be eligible to serve 
out her term.

Rodgers said serving the citizens of 
Crossett has been one of the greatest 

educational experiences of her life. 
“I leave the service a better person 

and definitely a better citizen,” 
Rodgers said.

Councilwoman Crystal Marshall 
said that Rodgers would 
be missed greatly as she 
was a very valuable 
member of the council.

“The dedication and 
commitment you have 
demonstrated to our 
town is incredible,  
through your leadership 
you have inspired us and pushed us to 
a higher level,” Marshall said. 
“Undoubtedly we will be able to reap 
the benefits of your service for many 
more years to come.”

Mayor Scott McCormick told 
Rodgers that she made him a better 

person during her service and that she 
will be missed. 

All of the council members told 
Rodgers that they had learned so 
much from her and that she would be 
a sounding board that would be 
missed on Monday nights. 

The council members must fill her 
position at the next regular council 
meeting. The remaining members 
discussed having a special meeting 
before the next regular council meet-
ing. 

Any person who resides in Ward 1 
in Crossett who is interested in being 
considered by the council for this 
position needs to contact the mayor’s 
office or one of the five council mem-
bers, James Knight, Dale Martinie, 
CT Foster, Crystal Marshall or Cary 
Carter. 

Rodgers

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Crossett City Council voted 
5-0-1 to hire a general maintenance 
person for the city. 

Councilwoman Crystal Marshall 
asked the council 
Monday to approve the 
hiring of a maintenance 
person in the city. 

“We had already 
approved hiring the per-
son, but it was just a few 
days later that we got the 
devastating news from 
GP, so we pushed pause on that,” 
Marshall said, alluding to the recent 
announcement of planned layoffs at 
Georgia Pacific Crossett. “The fact 

of the matter is, the structures are still 
deteriorating.” 

Marshall said that she, the city’s 
deputy clerk and the public works 
director had looked over the books 
and found some areas where the city 
could save money. Councilcilman 
Dale Martinie also pointed out that 
the city pays out a high amount of 
contract expense and that the right 
highly skilled person could do that 
work in-house and save the city 
money. 

“In the long run and it’s going to 
save money the sooner we address 
the issues,” Marshall said. “I would 
like to propose that we go ahead and 
fill that position.”

Martinie asked if there were 

Council votes to hire general maintenance 
worker for city; members suggest seeking 
applications from those laid off by GP

Marshall
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BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Crossett City Pool is not yet 
ready to open, but the Crossett City 
Council decided Monday that when 
it does open, the public will be 
allowed temporary free use of the 
facility. 

Councilwoman Crystal Marhsall 
said that the pool not opening has 
been a disappoint-
ment to many citi-
zens, especially 
children who have 
watched and wait-
ed.

Marshall said 
that though the 
construction is 
nearly finished, 
there are still a 
few things that are 
required to bring 
the pool facilities 
to meet the 
Arkansas Health 
Code. 

“Despite the fact that we have 
missed our deadlines, it is very near 
completion,” Marshall said. 

“From what I’ve gathered,  it’s 
going to be around (Aug. 1) and it’s 
a little disappointing.”

Marshall told the council because 
the community has been so support-
ive and so patient that she hoped that 
the city could do something in return. 

Marshall suggested that a free swim 
day or days be organized between 
the time the pool opens on Aug. 1 
and the time students start school on 
August 13.  

“If you want to book a party, 
you’re going to have to pay to book 
a party, but I mean for the open 
swim times could we arrange some-
thing for the public,” Marshall said. 

“It would give citizens a chance to 
see the pool.”

Councilman Dale 
Martinie said that 
he supported the 
idea as long as the 
pool manager and 
employees were 
involved and the 
structure was done 
so as not to over-
whelm them.

“I think we could 
allow some creativ-
ity with it; it has a 
200 bather capaci-
ty, but we don’t 

want to turn people away,” Marshall 
said. 

Councilwoman Lynn Rodgers 
said she trusted the pool manager, 
Sara Hollimon, and Mayor Scott 
McCormick to come up with a cre-
ative solution to allow some type of 
free public swim. 

The council voted unanimously to 
allow Hollimon to offer free swim 
opportunities for the first two weeks 

Workers make final repairs and touch-ups to the Crossett City Pool in advance 
of its opening. The State Health Department still has to give its final approval for 
the facility before it can open. At left, the slide was recently installed at the pool.

that the pool is open. 
After the Crossett Public School 

District begins classes for the new 
academic year, and until the pool 
closes for winter, the regular fees 
will be assessed. 

Marshall said that all other activ-
ities such as the water yoga and 

other swim classes would still have 
a fee.

In addition, Mashall said that the 
eighth graders who won the free 
pass to the pool would be allowed 
the free pass next year since the 
pool will only be open for such a 
short time this year. 

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

SUMMER SPLASH  FOR ALL: Pool will have 
free swim times when it opens, city council decidesVehicle strikes 

three people, 
Fountain Hill 
woman dies

FATALITY

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

A truck struck three pedestrians, kill-
ing one,  in Bradley County near the 
Ashley County line. 

Jarvis Miller, 41 And Marcus Miller, 
41 both of Fountain Hill were injured 
and transported to Jefferson Regional 
Medical Center in the col-
lision. Jennifer Denise 
Davidson, 40, of Fountain 
Hill was fatally injured. 

The Arkansas State 
Police’s preliminary fatal 
accident report says the 
incident occurred at 
approximately 9:20 p.m. 
Saturday on Arkansas 8 
near the Johnsville Community. 

ASP trooper John Pryor’s report said 
the three pedestrians were standing in 
the westbound lane of the highway fol-
lowing an all-terrain vehicle accident 
when they were struck by a westbound 
2012 model Dodge Ram truck.

The name of the driver of the Dodge 
Ram was not released.

Pryor’s report noted that weather 
conditions were clear and dry . 

‘Obey the sign 
or pay the fine’ 
effort from ASP 

is under way

SAFETY

NEWS RELEASE

Arkansas law enforcement offi-
cers will be working overtime shifts 
and regular patrols committed to 
the assignment of making state 
highways and streets safer by stop-
ping drivers who don’t obey the 
speed limit.  

The special enforcement opera-
tion began Monday and will con-
tinue through July 21.

“Obey the Sign or Pay the Fine” 
is a coordinated effort aimed at 
stopping drivers who exceed the 
posted speed limit along streets and 
highways they’re traveling.  The 
intensified enforcement effort 
underscores the severity of the 

See POLICE, Page 2

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Georgia Pacific officially notified 
three different union organizations 
last week of the planned Crossett 
mill closure dates, as required by 
law.

The company said said there will 
be no closures until September.  

 Georgia Pacific Crossett’s Vice 
President of Manufacturing Mike 
Hohnadel  sent out a letter addressed 
to three recipients: David Ricks, 
president of United Steelworkers 
Local 369; Thomas Young, presi-
dent of International Association of 

Machinist Local 1364; and Stephen 
Meeks, president of United 
Steelworkers Local 
589. In the letter, 
Hohnadel said that he 
anticipated 496 
employees will be 
affected by the shut-
down announced in 
June, specifically 91 
salaried employees 
and 405 hourly 
employees. 

The first round of lay-offs is 
expected to happen between Sept. 
10 and Sept. 23. According to the 
letter, approximately 58 employees 

will lose their jobs during that time 
and the remaining positions will be 

terminated between the 
dates of Oct. 13 and 
Oct. 28. 

Georgia Pacific’s 
Public Affairs Manager 
Jennifer King verified 
that the letter was sent 
out to the union presi-
dents on July 10 and 
that it was a formality 

that is required by law.
King also said that the dates were 

the most accurate and up-to-date 
information that has been released at 
this time. 

The company had previously said 
some shutdowns would begin in 
July, but King said that no machines 
would be shut down until September. 

“We have no current plans of 
shutting anything down this month,” 
King said.  

King also verified that employees 
who stay with the company through 
the shutdown date will remain eli-
gible for severance pay, though eli-
gibility for unemployment benefits 
is determined by the Arkansas 
Department of Workforce Services. 

King also said the company will 
meet with the unions next month 

GP sets layoff dates starting in September

JUST THE FACTS: 
The first round of the per-
viously announced layoffs 
at Georgia Pacific Cros-
sett will be between Sept. 
10 and Sept. 23.

See GP LAYOFF, Page 5

FCC grants funding for improved Internet service
NEWS RELEASE

The FCC authorized Monday 
more than $7 million in funding 
over the next decade to expand 
broadband to another 3,191 
unserved rural Arkansas homes 
and businesses, which is part of 
the third wave of support from last 
year’s successful Connect America 

Fund Phase II auction.  Providers 
will begin receiving funding this 
month.

Arkansas saw $40.8 million was 
authorized in May and June. 
Monday’s authorization brings the 
total to $47.9 million, which will 
connect 15,125 homes and busi-
nesses to modern broadband.

In Ashley County, Aristotle 

Unified Commuications will 
receive $397,675 over 10 years to 
provide a minimum speed of 25/3 
Mbps to 135 locations.

AUC will also receive $379,048 
over the same period to provide 
25/3 Mbps to 175 locations in 
Chicot County.

Nationwide, the auction last fall 
allocated $1.488 billion in support 

to expand broadband to more than 
700,000 unserved rural homes and 
small businesses over the next 10 
years.  

The FCC has already authorized 
two waves of funding in May and 
June, and funds from those first 
two waves are expanding connec-
tivity to nearly 100,000 homes and 

See INTERNET, Page 2

Davidson


