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EDUCATION

HSD theater 
program taking 

on production 
of ‘Aladdin’

STAFF REPORTS

What would you do if you found 
a lamp with a genie inside?

For many Hamburg school dis-
trict students, the answer may be as 
simple as to wish for a moment at 
center stage. And after a year with 
COVID restrictions kept them from 
publicly performing in school pro-
ductions, that wish may have been 
as simple as to get back on the stage 
at all.

The HSD has developed a theater 
program in recent years, and this 
year the program will take on a sig-
nificant production when “Aladdin” 
includes approximately 120 stu-
dents ranging in age from third to 
12th grade.

“Last year was extremely diffi-
cult for both the students and the 
adults involved in the Hamburg 
District Theater Program,” Drama 
Club Sponsor Hilary young said. 

“We had students who had been 
involved with theater since their 
sixth grade year who were unable to 
have a final production their senior 
year. It is such a relief to see our 
theater students doing what they 
love. For many students theater is 
their outlet, the one place they feel 
most comfortable or seem to ‘fit’. 
We are honored to provide students 
with the opportunity to grow in 
their talents and develop their 
skills.”

See HAMBURG, Page 1

EXPANSION

Industrial Park 
ribbon cutting 
ceremony  set 

for Dec. 7
Smith: AOP work to 
support jobs in New 
Orleans, Kansas City

because last month there was an 
organization, a church, that wanted 
to use the grassy area next to the 
farmer’s market but was not allowed 
to because of wording the Farmer’s 
Market ordinance restricts the use of 
the market area. At the time, the city 
was able to work with the group  to 
find an alternate location to host its 
event, but in light of the discussion 
that arose from the request the coun-
cil wanted clarification so that the 
next time someone requested the use 
of the area they would have the abil-
ity to make a clear decision without 
any doubts. 

Following discussion about the 
matter, the council members expressed 
determination that the wording of the 

ordinance indicated the Farmer’s 
Market itself is specifically the pavil-
ion, not the open grassy area near it. 
Some council members wondered 
aloud why a school bonfire and pep 
rally was allowed at the site but not 
the previously mentioned event. 

Mayor Crystal Marshall said that 
the city of Crossett and the Crossett 
School District can work together for 
such events because of the intergov-
ernmental relationships cities have 
with agencies such as their public 
schools. The allowance of for such 
agencies to use city facilities does not 
open the availability to other public or 
private organizations such as church-
es or private residents. 

Council: Public can use area around market

BY AMANDA ELLIS
ASHLEY NEWS OBSERVER

The Crossett City Council deter-
mined Monday the the use of the 
grounds around the Farmer’s Market 
pavilion would be open for the pub-
lic’s use even the pavilion itself 
would not outside the range of uses 
already specified in city ordinances.

The issue of the use of the farmers 
market needed to be addressed 

Discussion initially 
prompted by denial 
of church’s request

SURVEY

Only 32 percent 
of Americans 

plan to travel for 
Thanksgiving

GASBUDDY

While the economy may be bounc-
ing back, Thanksgiving travel is not. 

GasBuddy, the leading fuel savings 
platform providing North American 
drivers with the most ways to save 
money on gas, revealed in its 2021 
Annual Thanksgiving Travel Survey 
that 32 percent of Americans plan to 
travel for Thanksgiving this year, a 
decline from 35 percent last year that 
compares to some 65 percent that 
planned to hit the road for Thanksgiving 
2019.

The national average price of gaso-
line is projected to decline to $3.35 per 
gallon on Thanksgiving Day, still 
amongst the highest we’ve seen in 
over seven years. But there remains a 
remote chance that should oil sudden-
ly surge, gas prices could quickly fol-
low and potentially beat 2012’s record 
for most expensive national average 
ever for the date: $3.44 per gallon.

“Similarly to last year, motorists are 
contending with a rise in Covid cases 
ahead of the Thanksgiving holiday 
when many drive to celebrate with 
friends and family. Only this year, 
we’re also just cents away from the 
highest Thanksgiving gas prices ever 
recorded,” said Patrick De Haan, head 
of petroleum analysis at GasBuddy. 

A team of City Hall 
employees and some 
impromptu volunteers 
who had stopped by 
Monday morning work 
to assemble the new 
Christmas lights that 
will line Main Street in 
Crossett. The Crossett 
City Council approved 
the purchase of the 
new lights, which will 
add more than 8,000 
bulbs to the city’s ex-
isting displays, in Oc-
tober. The new lights 
will start at the inter-
section of Main Street 
and First Avenue and 
will stretch southward.

VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer

LINING 
UP THE 
LIGHTING

Aaron Jones is seeing colors out of the side of 
his eyes these days.

Well, one color specifically — pink.
Jones, the Crossett High School robotics 

coach, raised approximately 
$400 through a club fund-
raiser to dye his beard pink. 
Jones labeled several jars for 
the fundraiser with possible 
beard colors such as pink, 
green, and maroon, and stu-
dents placed money in the 
jar they thought would best 
make his face pop with color. 
The jar with the largest sum 
of money at the end of 
October determined the new 
color of his beard. 

“Having a bright pink fuzzball constantly in 
my peripheral vision is a little weird though, but 
the beard is starting to grow on me,” Jones said.

Jones said that the fundraiser idea originated 
from a joking conversation with his wife. 

“I was brainstorming on ways we could raise 
money for Robotics one night and jokingly 

suggested to my wife that I 
let students decide what 
color to dye my beard since 
she had been wanting me 
to shave it,” he said.

“Surprisingly, she didn’t 
say no, even though she 
totally regrets it now. Oh 
well.”

Money earned from the 
fundraiser will help pay 
the Technology Student 
Association member fees 

for CHS Robotics and Engineering classes. 
“Anything that gets left over will go towards 

parts and supplies for our Robotics Club this 
season,” Jones said.

Color for the cause: Teacher donates beard tint to 
fundraiser for Crossett High School Robotics Club

Crossett High School Robotics Coach Aaron Jones 
dyed his beard pink after students selected the color 
for him as part of a club fundraiser.

HANNAY DIFFEE/News Observer

“Having a bright pink fuzz-
ball constantly in my 
peripheral vision is a little 
weird, though, but the beard 
is starting to grow on me.” 

-Aaron Jones,
CHS robotics teacher

STORY BY HANNAH DIFFEE, CHS CORRESPONDENT

Members of the public shop for produce at 
the Crossett Farmer’s Market. The Crossett 
City Council clarified Monday that while 
the market pavilion is not for use beyond 
what is specified in city ordinance, the 
area around it can be utilized by members 
of the public. CITY OF CROSSETT/File photoSee COUNCIL, Page 2

BY AMANDA ELLIS
ASHLEY NEWS OBSERVER

The Crossett Industrial Park is seeing 
further development.

In this case, the company in question is 
one that locals already know, though they 
will be expanding their 
workforce.

Crossett Economic 
Development Director 
Mike Smith told the 
Crossett City Council on 
Nov. 15 that  Arkansas-
Oregon-Pneumatics (AOP) 
Metal fabricators will host 
a ribbon cutting in the 
Crossett Industrial Park on Dec. 7.  

Smith said AOP has been a part of the 
Ashley County community, albeit under 
a different name, since the 1960s. 

Smith stated that the company’s 
“confidence in the community” had a 
lot to do with their decision to stay in 
the area and that they would they would 
be hiring a lot of people to work at the 
site. 

The AOP work will be intertwined 
with other facilities located in Kansas 
City and New Orleans and will not just 
be supporting jobs in those locations, 
but locally as well, Smith said. 

AOP is located at 162 Wood St., in 
North Crossett, and operates to offer full 
scale industrial and field services to 
pulp and paper industries across the 
South. 

Smith

See TRAVEL, Page 5


