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  So imagine this: A donkey, a 
basketball and some high school 
graduates all walk into a gym.

But it’s not the setup for a joke. 
It’s a tradition.   

The annual Donkey Basketball 
benefit game between Ashley and 
Drew County was Oct. 23, and the 
JYM building in Fountain Hill was 
full of spectators on Saturday night. 
The men and women that volun-
teered their time — and perhaps a 
little of their dignity — for the sake 
of entertainment were cheered on for 
their efforts.

The event was put on by the own-
ers and operators of the JYM, or 
Jesus You and Me building, Clint 
and Amanda Jeffers. The proceeds 
go toward funding the Fountain Hill 
alumni banquet they host every 
October. 

Amanda Jeffers said she and her 
husband were examining the senior 
pictures of the Fountain Hill gradu-
ates that hung in their building. They 
realized they were both related to 
many of the people in the photo-
graphs and saw the alumni banquet 
as a way to not only keep themselves 
connected with their own families, 
but also to share that benefit with all 
the other Fountain Hill residents in 
the process. 

This year the basketball game 
nearly reached the target attendance 
Jeffers was ready to admit. 

“We didn’t want it to be com-
pletely full and have people elbow to 
elbow,” so she had decided that 350 
would be a good number for occu-
pancy this year. 

“There were 310 tickets sold, so 
we got quite close, and I’m not 
unhappy about the turnout at all.”

The match was between Ashley 
County and Drew County. Team 
Ashley County was comprised of 

Jack Pruitt, Dakota Fitch, Sheena 
Kinney, Jay Johnston, Steven Terry, 
and Tammy Allison. Drew County’s 
team members were Clayton Pharr, 
Ashton Kelly, Stephen Kelly, Jay 
Jeffers, Devin Burton, and Brad 
Sears. 

Knowledge of all of the rules of 
donkey basketball was not necessary 
to enjoy the game. It is played essen-
tially the same as regular basketball, 
but with a rule that the players had to 
have hands, or other body parts, 
upon their donkey at all times. 

Since donkeys are notoriously 
stubborn, this made for moments the 
audience found hilarious. The don-
keys were not as concerned with 
making baskets as the human players 

were. At halftime the score was 4-2 
in favor of Ashley County. 

There were EMTs on site in case 
of emergencies, and the riders were 
wearing helmets. The EMTs present 
said they had never seen anybody 
get seriously hurt while playing don-
key basketball. The most common 
injury endured by the players that 
night was falling on their backside. 
The donkeys incurred no injuries 
either. 

During halftime, the donkeys con-
tinued playing games while their 

human handlers took a break. The 
donkeys’ backs became prime real 
estate during a game of Musical 
Donkeys. The game was very com-
petitive, with neither of the two 
finalists able to stay on the donkey 
for very long before the other one 
pulled them off. A tiebreaker was 
initiated to determine a winner. The 
two remaining players had to crawl 
on their hands and knees from oppo-
site ends of the court to the center 
where the donkey was standing. 

A good buzz
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 A voting-rights coalition is pushing to overturn 
Arkansas’ new congressional maps approved by the 
state Legislature this month, due 
to concerns about partisan ger-
rymandering.  

Two bills, Senate Bill 
743 and House Bill 1982, as 
amended, created the four new 
congressional district maps 
based on 2020 U.S. Census data. 
They’ve sparked contention for 
splitting Pulaski County and the 
capital region into three separate 
districts.  The group Arkansans 
for a Unified Natural State is 
urging the state’s residents to halt 
the legislation through referenda.  

Kwami Abdul-Bey, the group’s founder, said the 
new maps could hurt the chances of Arkansas one day 
electing its first Black member of Congress.  

“We do believe this map has effectively silenced 
the political voice and power of those Black and 
brown voters in the southeastern section of the coun-
ty,” Abdul-Bey contended.  

Gov. Asa Hutchinson said last week he would 
allow the bills to become law without his signature. 
He had previously expressed concerns that the new 
districts will dilute the voice of minority popula-
tions in elections.

“The governor’s comments reveal both a lack of 
faith in the legislation passed 
and in the Legislature itself. He 
doesn’t trust his own 
Republican Party controlled 
Legislature to receive a veto 
and then come back with fair 
maps and laws,” said 
Democratic Party of Arkansas 
Chair Grant Tennille.

“The governor knows what 
we know, that the courts will 
have to get involved to straight-
en out this illegal mess, and 
that the Legislature is failing to 

be a good faith actor in the redistricting process. 
The Democratic Party of Arkansas is prepared to 
fulfill our part in whatever manner is appropriate 
with all parties involved in the coming legal pro-
cess to protect Arkansas voters.”  

Republicans, who have a supermajority in both 
Arkansas House and Senate, control the redistrict-
ing process this year for the first time in over a 

century. In a statement, the Republican Caucus said 
it believes the maps are lawful and that a court will 
uphold them in the event of expected legal chal-
lenges.

“The Senate Republican caucus fully rejects any 
notion that the congressional map passed by the 
legislature is out of line with Supreme Court prece-
dent,” the statement reads in part.  

Coalition pushes to overturn new Congressional maps

A map of proposed redrawn Congressional districts 
as was presented to Gov. Asa Hutchinson.

(Ark. House)

“The Senate Republican 
caucus fully rejects any 
notion that the Con-
gressional map passed 
by the legislature is out of 
line with Supreme Court 
precedent.” 

-GOP statement

See DISTRICTS, Page 3

GOVERNMENT

Tax auction of 
properties nets 

$22,000 in 
Ashley County

SPECIAL TO THE OBSERVER

The recent auction of tax-delinquent 
properties in Ashley County raised over 
$22,000, the Commissioner of State 
Lands announced.

The auction drew 10 bidders, who 
purchased 11 of the 20 available parcels 
for a total of $22,791.66 for county and 
state government.

The Land Commissioner’s office 
holds one auction in each county each 
year to return tax-delinquent land to 
active status. Since all 2020 public auc-
tions were canceled due to the COVID 
pandemic, this year’s auc-
tions offer properties that 
were scheduled for sale last 
year.

“Only a small percent-
age of property certified to 
our office goes to auction,” 
Commissioner Tommy 
Land said. “The vast major-
ity of owners redeem their property by 
paying the delinquent taxes. Of course, 
we always prefer that property be 
redeemed, but it is vital that the parcels 
return to the county’s active tax rolls.”

The COSL office forwards taxes and 
interest to the county, whether that money 
is collected through redemption or sale.

“Last year, this office sent more than 
$17 million to school districts and county 
governments,” Land said. “Of that, 
$54,480.63 went to Ashley County, help-
ing fund everything from roads to 
schools.”

Property owners have 10 business 
days to redeem parcels that were sold at 
auction. This can be done online at cosl.
org, using a credit or debit card, or own-
ers can call 501-324-9422 to request a 
Petition to Redeem.

If a parcel is not redeemed within 10 
business days of being auctioned, the 
COSL will issue a Limited Warranty 
Deed to the buyer.

Property that did not sell at the public 
auction will be available after 30 days 
and can be purchased through an online 
auction by viewing the Post-Auction 
Sales List at cosl.org.

LAND

HOLIDAYS

Area cities move 
Halloween trick-

or-treating to 
Saturday night

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Think of it as All Hallow’s Eve Eve.
The cities of Crossett and Hamburg 

will mark the public celebration of 
Halloween trick-or-treating on 
Saturday, Oct. 30 instead of the actu-
al date of Halloween, Oct. 31.

In Crossett, the city council made 
the decision to move the public rev-
elries forward based on a combina-
tion of tradition, requests from 
churches, and concerns about the 
evening falling on a school night.

See HALLOWEEN, Page 3

DUNKIN’ DONKEYS?
Annual charity game 
turns schoolyard into 
barnyard ball pit

Fountain Hill’s JYM hosts an annual 
donkey basketball game as a fun-
draiser for the Fountain Hill alumni 
banquet it hosts every year.

AMANDA ELLIS/News Observer

See DONKEYS, Page 5
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The City of Hamburg is working 
to secure the area where the new 
dog pound will be located.

Mayor David Streeter said after 
the city council meeting Monday  
that gates surrounding the city’s 
settlement ponds where the new 
City Pound is being constructed 
will provide a higher level of secu-
rity than before. 

Streeter said there had been 
some instances of people going 
onto the property for various rea-
sons such as shooting off their 

firearms and loitering. Streeter said 
there had even been a few instanc-
es where people had fallen into the 
ponds while trespass-
ing on the property. 

In order to prevent 
any injuries to the pub-
lic or any liability 
issues, the location has 
to be secured, he said. 
The most effective 
way to ensure the gates 
are being locked is to take human 
error out of the equation and invest 
in technology that locks and lifts 
gates based on electronic access 
fobs. The city likewise has invest-

ed in similar gates for the city yard.
On the pond property, the dog 

pound is being built according to 
schedule. The concrete slab was 
just poured in the chosen location 
by the ponds. The location keeps 
the noise and the smells associated 
with the pound away from the pub-
lic as much as possible. 

In other news:
4In June the city council had 

arranged for the acquisition of two 
new police vehicles, but because of 
the difficulty in obtaining vehicles 
because of recent supply chain 
issues, they just received them. 

The result is that every police offi-

cer on duty has a vehicle with fewer 
than 30,000 miles on the odometer. 
Vehicles with less wear and tear are 
safer and more reliable, ensuring 
officers have the ability to make it to 
all the calls to which they are dis-
patched. 
4The city is acquiring ownership 

of and planning to sell between 
50,000 to 100,000 square feet of 
hardwood being stored by the city at 
the old Hamburg Shirt Factory. The 
cost of storing the wood has exceed-
ed the value of the wood so the 
owner and the city came to an agree-
ment regarding its fate.  

Streeter

Hamburg securing dog pound site, other areas

See HAMBURG, Page 5


