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INDUSTRY

Quorum Court 
votes to give 
new industry 

break on taxes

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The Ashley County Quorum Court 
adopted a resolution granting a new 
Crossett business a tax break opportu-
nity.

Crossett Economic Development 
Director Mike Smith spoke to the 
Quorum on Tuesday and asked them 
to approve the new business’s partici-
pation in a Tax Back Program.

Cynergy Cargo from Georgia is in 
the process of opening a manufactur-
ing business that will bring 70 jobs to 
the county. 

Smith said it could potentially be 
100 to 149 jobs if the company does as 
well as projected.

He said the tax relief would not be 
for payroll, cars, or general office sup-
plies, but for tools and equipment 
necessary to get their company off the 
ground. 

The company will be refunded the 
sales tax paid on large equipment pur-
chases and tools while they are prepar-
ing to open.

“This is not an infinite agreement, 
once they start manufacturing they 
will pay taxes like everyone else,” 
Smith said.

By agreeing to this, Smith said it 

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

In a time when churches may not necessarily 
operate the way they usually do, two Crossett 
pastors joined together to find a way to reach 
out to the community and offer aid to the com-
munity during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Bishop Robert G. Rudolph Jr. and Pastor 
Henry Ridgell met to discuss ways they could 
help the community. Bishop is the pastor of 
Davis Memorial Church of God in Christ in 
Crossett, while Ridgell is the pastor of Sunlight 
Church of God in Christ in El Dorado.

“We know that a lot of people are struggling 
right now and we wanted to find a way to reach 
and out and really do something for those who 
are in need,” Rudolph said.

 They decided to go with a food program, 
which is how they became involved with Farm 
to Families, which was a part of the Corona 
Virus Farm Assistance Program that was 
announced on April 17. The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture announced that through the pro-
gram it would work with national, regional and 
local suppliers whose workforce had been sig-
nificantly impacted by the closure of restau-
rants, hotels and other food services to purchase 
up to $3 billion in fresh produce, dairy and meat 
products to distribute to food banks, faith based 
organizations and other non-profit entities.

On June 4, the two hosted a drive-through 
pick up service at both Sunlight Church of God 
in El Dorado and at Davis Memorial Church in 
Crossett. They gave away approximately 400 
boxes of fresh fruit and vegetables between the 
two locations.  

Rudolph said they plan to distribute other 
food boxes in the future as well.   

The Revs. Robert Rudolph Jr. and Henry Ridgell helped organize a giveaway that shared farm-fresh food with 
members of the community. The giveaway was done by drive-through June 5.

FOR THIS THY GRACIOUS BOUNTY
Churches minister 
during COVID-19 
with food giveaway

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

Members of the Crossett 
community gathered at Yar-
brough Field Sunday to par-
ticipate in a prayer vigil for 
LaMonte Gillum, a Crossett 
High School student athlete 
who was recently involved 
in a serious accident. Gil-
lum’s family members ex-
pressed hope for his healing 
during the event.

PRAYING FOR 

MONTE

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer
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Crossett School District 
Superintendent Gary Williams said that 
Crossett schools have been preparing 
for blended learning in August while 
keeping watch on the state health guide-
lines in light of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The state closed all schools in late 
March and eventually extended the 
closures through the end of the school 
year. Local districts completed their 

academic coursework using Alternative 
Methodist of Instruction — which were 
not originally orchestrated 
to be a long-term plan.

Williams said that the 
Crossett School District is 
hoping for the best, but 
planning to be prepared 
for whatever August 
brings.

Williams said AMI was 
designed to get a district 
through a day or two of snow or maybe 
a day dismissal for flu if infection num-

bers got too high. 
The district is now working on other 

methods to insure that educators and 
students are able to keep moving for-
ward in whatever circumstances August 
sees.

Williams said he met with the princi-
pals and some of the teaching staff and 
they are currently working on a blended 
plan, which includes a combination of 
both campus and virtual learning.

Williams told the board about the 
challenges that the districts in rural 
Arkansas face because of limited 

Internet access and how that hindered 
some of the students this past spring. 

Williams said the district will be 
working on finding ways to download 
content and possibly deliver the down-
loaded content to students if needed.

Williams also said all of this is just 
out of precaution because he doesn’t 
anticipate being out of school for longer 
than two weeks, if that.

School board member Eddie 
Goodson said that the school board 
needed to do something to formalize a 

Schools prepare for possible blended learning

Williams

See SCHOOLS, Page 5

SAFETY

Hamburg teen 
injured in single 

vehicle wreck 
on rural road

BY VAL GAUGHT 

REPORTER

A Hamburg teenager was airlifted after 
a one vehicle accident on Friday night. 

Arkansas State Police Spokesman Bill 
Sadler said the ASP was contacted to 
investigate a single vehicle motor vehicle 
crash that had occurred at 11:32 p.m. 
June 5 along County Road 70 in rural 
Ashley County .

The vehicle was identified as a pick-up 
truck reportedly driven by “minor age” 
individual and therefore Sadler declined 
to release the driver’s name stating that 
Arkansas law prohibits a law enforce-
ment agency from identifying a minor 
involved in a motor vehicle crash. The 
driver was later identified by members of 
the community as Drake Rice of 
Hamburg.

Sadler said the truck was northbound 
on Ashley County Road 70, north of 
Ashley County Road 129.  The vehicle 
crossed into the southbound lane before 
entering into the roadside ditch on the 
southbound side and colliding with a tree, 
then overturned, causing the driver to be 
ejected.

The driver was transported to a Little 
Rock hospital for treatment of injuries.

Rice participates in Hamburg High 
School athletics. The Hamburg Football 
team’s social media page posted a call to 
prayer  at 9:41 am on Sunday that read, 
“Lion family, please continue to pray for 
Drake Rice. The wreck was very serious 
but yesterday was a great day of progress. 
All signs of recovery have been positive. 
But, the family needs our continued 
prayers. Please continue to pray without 
ceasing.”

Rice’s condition was not available 
Tuesday afternoon. 
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Crossett Riding Club officials 
said they are expecting to have a 
historic number of contestants 
show up for the 72nd annual CRC 
PRCA Rodeo.

“Crossett, Arkansas is going to 
see some of the biggest names in 
rodeo than its ever seen,” CRC 
President Rob Adkins said. “It’s 
going to be beyond huge.”

Contestants typically have a list 

of locations to choose from when 
deciding where to enter during 
rodeo season, but 
because Crossett is 
one of the few rodeos 
that decided to pro-
ceed with a June date 
following this spring’s 
shutdowns, it’s on the 
short list of options 
that cowboys and 
cowgirls have.

Marty O’Fallon with the CRC 
said that this year the PRCA billed 

them for an extra judge because 
they anticipate the rodeo will have 

approximately 700 contes-
tants — and potentially 
more.

The expected number of 
contestants is more than 
double what the Crossett 
Rodeo saw last May and 
triple what it had been 
averaging in years before.

O’Fallon said the rodeo 
— which was traditionally in 
August since it was founded — 

was moved to May in 2019 to 
accommodate a changing rodeo 
calendar.

During the 2018 rodeo, which 
was the last one held in August, 
Crossett only had around 170 con-
testants. When they moved the 
rodeo to May in 2019 that number 
nearly doubled, Adkins said.

“It’s going to double again prob-
ably even triple,” Adkins said. “So 
this is going to be the biggest 
rodeo Crossett has ever seen.”

CRC: Rodeo could have record number of performers

See RODEO, Page 5
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