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Mondays to be ‘virtual day’ in Crossett schools
Change for onsite
students will go into
effect starting Oct. 19
BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

The Crossett School Board voted
Monday to modify the school district’s
in-person learning option to have onsite learning four days a week.
The change will start Oct. 19,
at which point every Monday will
be considered a virtual day for all
students.

Superintendent Gary Williams
said the modification was put in
place after seeing the workload that
had been placed on the teaching
staff as they worked to
teach in both the traditional classroom setting and to lead virtual
students.
“This is in response
to the demand on our
teaching staff trying to Williams
perform two jobs, of
serving online, remote students and
onsite students,” he said. “It is an
overwhelming task we are asking
of them.”
The decision was made after
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observing and hearing from teachers, whose feedback included that
they often had to work late to plan
lessons, Williams said.
“It was getting very taxing on
our staff,” he said.
The superintendent emphasized
that the decision was not made in
response to any positive cases of
COVID-19 in the school district.
“It was just trying to better serve
both sets of kids,” he said.
“It is not ideal, it is not what we
want to do, but it is what we can
do.”
Three schools in the Crossett
cooperative area have already
implemented four-day weeks.

The Hamburg, Monticello and
the Drew Central districts are using
a four-day model. Dumas will soon
be going to one as well.
The modification to operations
won’t represent a change for virtual
students, Williams said, and on-site
students will still be learning —
though they will be doing so using
the virtual models — on Mondays.
In addition to allowing teachers
better planning time, the Monday
virtual days will allow students to
prepare for the possibility that
schools may have to temporarily
close.
“In the event that we have more
See CROSSETT, Page 3

REACHING FOR HEAVEN

Hamburg sets
new, higher
rates for water,
sewer service
Mayor tells council
members how much
their bills will go up
BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Hamburg residents will soon see a
small increase on their water bill.
The Hamburg City Council adopted
an ordinance on Monday night setting
water rates for Hamburg water customers. Mayor Dane Weindorf said
that most water bills will only go up
approximately $1.
To give the council members an
idea of how the bills
would be affected, he
read to each of them their
projected
personal
increase, which varied
from 60 cents to two dollars. Weindorf’s own
water bill will see an Weindorf
increase of three dollars,
he said, but it is because
he has a larger meter.
The new rates for water went from
$8.55 to $9.10 for the first 1,000 gallons. The rate for the same amount of
sewer use went from $7 to $7.40. The
$9.10 rate is for customers who have a
5/8-inch meter. Customers with a
1-inch meter will see a rate increase
from $15 to $16. Customers with a
two-inch meter will see an increase
from $50 to $60.
Public Works Director Jimmy
Hargis also provided a chart that compared Hamburg’s rates could be compared to surrounding areas, including
Crossett, Warren and Monticello.
Hamburg water rates fall significantly below all of the surrounding
areas in all areas except for one.
See HAMBURG, Page 3

Rain frustrated their attempts at first, but eventually workers were able to get on a lift and rise into the sky in order to
NEWS OBSERVER/Submitted
paint the bell at First United Methodist Church in Crossett last week.

Voter registration deadline Oct. 5
BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The deadline to register to vote
in the November election is
approaching.
Eligible residents who wish to
vote in November‘s presidential and local elections must register
with the county
clerk by Oct. 5.
This year’s local
elections include
council seats for
Crossett, Fountain
Hill, Parkdale and
Hamburg, as well as
the state House District
9 and 11 and Senate District
26.
In Crossett, Chris Gill and
Glendell Moore are running for

the Ward 2 Position 2 seat.
Councilman Dale Martinie currently represents the ward but did
not file to run for re-election.
Two other Crossett council
incumbents will have contested
races this year. Alyssia Le Wise
filed to run against councilman Cary Lee Carter
for Ward 3 Position 1
and
Christopher
Friedman filed to
run against councilman James Knight
for
Ward
3
Position 2.
In Fountain Hill,
Elizabeth Hubbard
and Loretta Woods
have filed to run for
Fountain Hill Alderman Ward 1
Position 1.
In Parkdale, Bertha Sherrer will

race against Raymon Smith for
Ward 1 Position 1.
While the Hamburg council
seats are on the ballot, they are all
uncontested.
In addition to the municipal
races, there are contested races for
local state representatives and senators as well.
In House District 9, incumbent
LeAnne Burch is facing a challenge from Howard Beatty Jr. In
District 11, incumbent Don Glover
will run against Mark McElroy
and in District 8 — which includes
a small portion of western Ashley
County
— incumbent Jeff
Wardlaw is running against
Christopher Ogburn.
A full ballot will be published
in the Ashley News Observer that
will include all national races,
See VOTE, Page 5

Two more Ashley County COVID deaths recorded
VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

The Arkansas Department of Health has
recorded two more COVID-19 related
deaths in Ashley County in the last
week, bringing the total to 10.
All of Ashley County’s COVID
deaths are considered “confirmed” rather than probable.
The ADH uses the term
“probable” to describe diagnoses that are made using
clinical observation rather
than lab confirmation.
Even with the deaths
recorded, the county’s number of active cases ticked
upward to 21, up from 20 last week and triple
what it was two weeks ago when the case
count fell to seven.

In its Tuesday update, the Arkansas
Department of Health reported a total of 706
new cases; 6,960 active cases statewide; 490
hospitalized patients, which was down six
from Monday; 97 patients
on ventilators, a decrease
of two from Monday; and
21 additional deaths
counted Tuesday for a
total of 1,350 in the state.
Since the pandemic
began and the first case
in Arkansas was recorded
in Pine Bluff in March,
the ADH has recorded a
total of 82,049 cases and
71,509 recoveries.
“It’s critical that we all
continue following the guidance of our public
health officials to slow the spread of this
virus,” Gov. Asa Hutchinson said Monday.

A key to the state’s strategy to combat the
illness that results from infection by the novel
coronavirus that emerged in late 2019 has been
increased testing, contact tracing and isolation
of confirmed cases and those who have been
exposed to them.
The governor had set a monthly goal of having 200,000 tests performed in the state by the
end of September, and by the end of last week
the state passed that benchmark.
“Today we exceeded our September testing
goal with over 200,000 tests performed this
month,” Hutchinson said Friday. “We will continue working to increase testing capacity
across the state to help us identify COVID-19
cases and slow the spread of this virus. While
our cases are down … we cannot let our guard
down.”
By Tuesday, the governor was able to report
that the state had performed a total of 1 million
See COVID, Page 3
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DEVELOPMENT

Crossett annexes
property that
will be home to
RES solar farm

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Ashley County Quorum
Court approved Monday a petition
for annexation and the Crossett City
Council adopted Tuesday an ordinance that will officially annex the
site of the future location of a massive new solar farm.
Officials have said in the past
that the solar farm could represent a
$150 million, 800-acre investment
in the area. It’s expected to generate
between 400 and 600 construction
jobs.
The Crossett council adopted two
ordinances on Tuesday night. The
first was titled, “An Ordinance
Accepting the Annexation of the
Land to the city of Crossett.”
The second ordinance adopted
was
titled,
“An
Ordinance
Authorizing the Issuance of
Industrial Development Revenue
Bonds for the Purpose of Providing
Financing For Industrial Facilities;
and Authorizing a Lease Agreement
Between the City of Crossett As
Lesser and Crossett Solar Energy.”
The second ordinance is an agreement between the solar company
and the city of Crossett to use bonds
to finance the project.
In August, the property owners
filed a petition with Ashley County
to allow the annexation of the land
and make it a part of the City of
Crossett. The quorum approved the
petition Monday, and County Judge
Jim Hudson subsequently signed it.
The Crossett City Council met
Tuesday evening to accept the land into
the city limits by adopting an ordinance.
See SOLAR, Page 5

ROADWAYS

Single-vehicle
wreck claims
two lives in rural
Ashley County
BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Two men were killed and a third
was injured in a single-vehicle
wreck on rural Ashley 12 Sept. 22.
Daveion
Feazell,
20,
of
Monticello, formerly of Hamburg,
and George Norrell, 21, of Hamburg
died in the incident, while William
Whitaker, 32, of Crossett was
injured.
The wreck happened at approximately 4:54 p.m.
The Arkansas State Police’s fatal
crash summary says that the 2009
Ford Escape that Feazell was driving was eastbound on Ashley 12
when it left the right side of the
roadway while negotiating a
lefthand curve.
After the vehicle entered a ditch
it stuck a culvert, continued eastbound and then came to a rest when
it struck a tree.
The report says the weather was
rainy and the roadway was wet at
the time of the crash.
Trooper John Pryor investigated
the incident.

