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A major telephone service pro-
vider reportedly told a U.S. sena-
tor it can’t guarantee cellular ser-
vice for Hamburg clients indoors.

The Hamburg City Council has 
attempted to reach out to AT&T 
for several months 
regarding the poor cel-
lular service in the city 
of Hamburg. 

At the council’s 
meeting Monday, City 
attorney Paul Keith 
presented a letter from 
the company to the 
council. 

The letter was addressed to 
Keith and signed by Sen. John 
Boozman. 

Boozman stated in the letter that 
his office reached out to officials 
at AT&T to make them aware of 
the community’s concerns. The 
letter also includes the response 
Boozman received from AT&T, 
which states that their engineers 
tested the area and had few issues 
outdoors. 

 “The drive test used a scanner 
and also connected calls both long 
and short to assess the coverage in 
and around town,” the letter said. 

STAFF REPORTS

The City of Fountain Hill has 
received a grant of $200,000 to 
improve its wastewater treatment 
plant and lift stations.

The money, which comes from the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development through the 
Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) State Program for 
Small Cities and is administered by 
the Arkansas Economic Development 
Commission (AEDC) Grants Division, 
was officially awarded at a ceremony 
with Gov. Asa Hutchinson Oct. 18.

Communities must have a popula-
tion of less than 50,000 and at least 51 
percent of the persons benefitting 
from the project must be of low- to 
moderate-income to receive the 
CBDG grants.

The city has previously received a 
grant for the project from the Arkansas 
Natural Resources Commission.

Approval for that grant in an 
amount up to $125,000 — which 
comes from the ANRC’s Water, Sewer 
and Solid Waste Fund — is contingent 
on the city establishing and maintain-
ing a 6 percent depreciation reserve 
fund.

 “These funds will be used for treat-
ment plant and lift station improve-
ments. The number of customers 
served will be 436,” said Mark 
Bennett, ANRC Water Development 
Division Manager.

Program gives 
Fountain Hill 
$200,000 

grant for sewer
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The ambulance committee appoint-
ed by Hamburg Mayor Dane Weindorf 
had its first meeting Monday night. 

The committee discussed the infor-
mation they needed to collect in order 
to advertise for bids for ambulance 
service.

Hamburg’s voters adopted a 1 per-
cent sales tax to fund ambulance ser-
vice for the city and surrounding areas 
in September, though the vote did not 
include a specific plan. 

Weindorf has previously said the 
service could be provided by a private 
operator or could be a city-operated 
department similar to the police sta-
tion. 

In past discussions, the mayor has 
said he would likely submit the “bid” 
on the city’s behalf, while private 
operators could also bid, with which-
ever option is ultimately cheaper pre-
vailing.

Weindorf suggested Monday that 

the committee meet with Jeff 
Swanson, who he called the guru of 
ambulance services. The mayor told 
the committee that he trusted Swanson 
to give them good, sound 
information. A commit-
tee member suggested 
looking at what types of 
agreements other small 
towns similar to 
Hamburg have in place. 

The mayor said that 
the bid needed to be clear 
about what the city of 
Hamburg was expecting such as how 
many ambulances needed to be avail-
able at certain times throughout the 
day, and that the ambulance be pres-
ent at Hamburg football games. 

Weindorf said it also needed to be 
decided how the city was going to 
handle the ambulance station that will 
be included in the new fire station, a 
project that is currently under way. 

Those considerations would 
include if the city would need to rent 
the ambulance space out or deduct 

that from whatever subsidy they 
agreed to pay a hypothetical ambu-
lance service, he said. 

The committee agreed that a large 
amount of research would need to be 
done, and agreed to meet with 
Swanson if the mayor could set up a 
meeting that could all attend. 

Ambulance service in Hamburg is 
currently provided by FAST 
Ambulance through a $10,000 month-
ly contract that the city splits with the 
Ashley County Quorum Court.

In other news:
4A Hamburg resident approached 

the City Council Monday night about 
grass clippings in street. 

The concerned resident told the 
council that he was a motorcycle 
enthusiast and explained that when 
people mow their yard and blow the 
clippings into the street it is very dan-
gerous to motorcycle riders. 

City Attorney Paul Keith said he 
didn’t know if there was already a city 
ordinance in place to restrict citizens 
from doing such, but he would check 

and get back with the council at the 
next meeting regarding the issue. 

The resident also asked the council 
to help raise awareness of the issue 
because some people are unaware of 
how dangerous it is.
4City Clerk Peggy Akers told the 

council that the city had been reim-
bursed around $200,000 from the 
highway department for the recent 
road improvements and that the funds 
were deposited back into the capital 
improvement fund. 
4Weindorf announced that the 

city has not, despite some discus-
sions, entered into an agreement with 
the county government regarding the 
sewer ponds. 

The Quorum Court has requested 
the use of the city’s treatment ponds 
for the disposal of leachate water 
from the county landfill.

The mayor said he needed more 
information and chemical test because 
he didn’t want to enter into an agree-
ment until he was sure it would not be 
detrimental to the City of Hamburg.

Ambulance committee has first meeting

Weindorf
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An Ashley County attorney was 
arrested last week on charges he mis-
appropriated $100,000 from a client.

Dustyn Codie Martin of 
Hamburg was arrested last week on 
charges of theft of property and 
obtaining a signature by deception, 
but has since been released. 

An affidavit filed by Ashley 
County Sheriff ’s Department 
Investigator Josh Polluck alleged 
that on or about Oct. 15 a former 
client of Martin’s went into the 
ACSO to file a report regarding 
missing property. 

The report stated that the victim 
had paid Martin to represent her in 
a divorce that was filed in 2016. 
After the divorce was final on July 
21, 2016, the victim said that 
Martin inquired about property or 
assets that she had not listed on her 
bank statements, checking, sav-
ings, or any cash. The victim told 
investigators that she told Martin 
about $100,000 cash that she had 

stored in a safety deposit box at a 
bank in Monticello and that her 
attorney advised her that she need-
ed to remove it and give it to him 
to store for her. 

The victim also alleged that 
Martin told her that the 
money was not to be 
discussed as he could 
get disbarred for hold-
ing it for her. 

The victim stated 
that she and Martin 
drove to Monticello in 
separate vehicles, and 
after she retrieved the money from 
the bank, she delivered it to Martin 
in Fred’s parking lot. 

Martin allegedly put the money 
in a briefcase and told her that he 
was carrying it to his lock box or 
safe, the affadavit said. 

The victim also reported that at a 
later date she acquired another 
$8,000 or $9,000 and entrusted 
Martin with those funds as well.

According to the victim, Martin 
became more and more difficult to 
reach, and when she showed up at 

his office in June and demanded 
her money, they instead entered 
into a trust agreement and signed 
documents accordingly. 

The investigator’s report said 
that in September, the victim wrote 
two letters to Martin and attempted 
to hand deliver them, but Martin’s 
secretaries reportedly would never 
allow her to meet with him. 

The victim then hired another 
attorney, Robert Bridewell, to fin-
ish her divorce and told Polluck 
that her new attorney had also 
made several attempts to collect 
her money, the report said. The 
victim stated that Bridewell had 
arranged for Martin to deliver 
$100,000 to the Chicot County 
Sheriff’s Department on Oct. 12. 

The alleged victim reported that 
Bridewell was given three receipts 
from Sheriff Ronald Nichols for 
the amount of $30,000, which she 
was told was delivered in three 
separate envelopes that each con-
tained $10,000 cash. The victim 
also reported that she had not been 
to Chicot County to pick up the 

money yet. The victim stated that 
the arrangement was made at the 
Chicot County Sheriff’s office 
because Martin refused to bring 
the cash to the ACSD. 

Pollluck’s report stated that 
Bridewell did confirm that he had 
arranged for Martin to deliver the 
money to Chicot County Sheriff’s 
office. 

Bridewell reported to Polluck 
that on Oct. 9 Martin delivered a 
check from the  Martin Law Firm 
PLLC Arkansas IOLTA account at 
Southern Bancorp, but Bridewell 
told Martin that a check would not 
be acceptable. 

Bridewell also reported to 
Polluck that Martin had stated he 
would deliver the cash that same 
day, but never did. 

Bridewell also confirmed that 
$30,000 in cash had been delivered 
to the  Chicot County Sheriff’s 
office. 

Martin was arrested and booked 
into the ACSD Oct. 16, but was 
released on bond after a few hours. 

Attorney accused of mismanaging client’s $100,000

Martin
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A member of the Air Evac helicopter team delivered the 
game ball to the Ashley Bowl game between Crossett and 
Hamburg high schools Friday. The evening also included 
performances from both schools’ bands. For coverage of 
the game, see p. 6A.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

FLYING IN FOR THE RIVALRY
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Early voting for the Nov. 6 elec-
tion opened across the state Monday. 

 Wanda Rush with the Ashley 
County Clerk’s office said as of noon 
Tuesday 389 people had cast their 
ballots in Ashley County. 

In Ashley County, there are two 
early voting locations, the Ashley 
County Court House in Hamburg and 
the Economic Development 
Foundation on Main Street in 
Crossett. 

Of the votes cast by Tuesday, 162 
ballots were cast at the Hamburg 
location and 227 electors had voted 
at the Crossett location.

Each venue is open from 8 a.m. 
until 6 p.m. during the week and 
from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Saturday. 
They  will also be open 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Nov. 5

Election Day voting will be 7:30 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Races on the ballot in Ashley 
County include the Fourth 
Congressional District, governor, 
lieutenant governor, attorney gener-
al, secretary of state, state treasurer, 
auditor of state, commissioner of 

Early voting 
under way in 
Ashley County, 
across state

ELECTIONS
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