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Lt. Gov. Tim Griffin and Fourth 
District U.S. Congressman Bruce 
Westerman visited Crossett this week 
to meet with residents about the 
recent announcements of planed lay-
offs at Georgia Pacific. 

“We don’t have all of the answers, 
there is no magic button we can push, 
but we want you to know we are 
here,” Griffin said on Monday during 
one of his three  site visits in Crossett.  

At the Crossett Economic 
Development building, Griffin and 
Westerman met with elected officials 
from Hamburg and Crossett and sev-
eral elected representatives from 
Bradley and Drew counties to discuss 
the economic issues the community 
would soon be facing. 

They also toured the new Crossett 
High School building, met with offi-

cials in both of Ashley County’s pub-
lic school districts as well as with 
representatives of the 
Universtity of Arkansas 
at Monticello. They also 
met with community 
religious leaders at Gates 
Chapel African 
Methodist Episcopal 
Church to discuss the 
spiritual needs of the 
community. 

While discussing eco-
nomics, Griffin encour-
aged that everyone 
“think broader” and look 
beyond “the way we’ve 
always done things.” 

“The immediate thing 
is to take folks who are 
losing their jobs and get them jobs,” 
Griffin said. 

Both Griffin and Westerman talked 
about the natural resources in the 

area and said that though technology 
and other factors are changing, natu-
ral resources are still valuable. 

Griffin talked about plastics and 
how researchers were looking into 
ways to combat our use of plastic or 
find an alternative solution to the 
issue. 

“They are talking about working to 
put wood in plastic and we’ve got 
wood down here,” Westerman said. 

An audience member asked what 
concrete information she could take 
home and tell her friends and rela-
tives about what the state is doing to 
help the situation right now. 

“I can tell you that from my per-
spective, I will be following up on, 
pursuing, cheerleading and doing all 
that I can to make sure y’all get the 
attention you need and you’re not 
forgotten,” Griffin said. 

Griffin told those in attendance  

Griffin, Westerman visit to discuss life after GP layoffs
GP sets job fair for July 23 and 
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Georgia Pacific has lined up 40 
companies to come to a job fair 
later this month.

The fair, which will follow vis-
its this week by the Governor’s 
Displaced Worker Task Force, 
comes after the company 
announced a planned 530 layoffs 
and the closure of many of its 
Crossett operations.

“We want every worker we’ve 
displaced to find employment 
somewhere,” Georgia Pacific 
Spokeswoman Jennifer King said. 

Some in the community have 

been confused about when the job 
fair would happen after Graphic 
Packaging and Aero Jet canceled 
recruiting events in Crossett. 
Officials with Graphic Packaging 
said, however, that the cancella-
tion should be considered a change 
of plans.

“We didn’t cancel; we just post-
poned,” said Dean Baugh with 
Graphic Packaging. 

Baugh said that representatives 
from Georgia Pacific contacted 
Graphic Packaging about the job 
fair they had planned earlier this 
month, but it was only to invite 
them to the GP events at the 
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The stars will share the sky with 
phosphorescent explosions of light as 
residents of Crossett celebrate a star-
spangled holiday with a citywide fire-
works show July 4.

Century Next Bank of Crossett will 
continue the annual Fourth of July fire-
works show its banking predecessor, 
First National Bank of Crossett, did in 
previous years. 

The Crossett city council has 
approved a firework variance for 
Century Next Bank for this year and 
years to come to continue the firework 
show tradition. The show will begin at 
dusk in downtown Crossett.   

As in previous years, the fireworks 
will be shot from Lucas Pond and seat-
ing will be available at the Yarbrough 
Field football stadium. The Crossett 
School Board approved a request for 
facility use for the fireworks show at its 
June meeting.

Something that will be offered at the 
show that hasn’t been before will be 
barbecue and brisket. 

Those who wish may purchase bar-
becue plates from the Crossett High 
School’s Future Farmers of America 
program. FFA sponsor Sammy Cox 
said they will be selling pork and brisket 
plates for $8 in the circle drive behind 
the high school. The group will set up at 
5 p.m. and sell until the food is gone. 

COMMUNITY

Independence 
Day fireworks 
show will be 
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Representatives from Georgia 
Pacific are working with the City 
of Crossett to find a place to relo-
cate radio antennas that the 
Crossett School District and other 
entities in Crossett use.

As Georgia Pacific closes a large 
portion of its operations in Crossett, 
it will demolish what is known as 
the 8R Boiler. Several antennas 
that do not belong to GP   sit on top 
of the 8R Boiler building. 

GP Crossett Spokeswoman 
Jennifer King said she currently 
has people working to inventory 
the antennas and compile a list of 
what they are and who they belong 
to.

“Some of those antennas have 
been up there for years and I don’t 
even know what all of them are, 
but we’ve got some time to work it 
out,” King said.

One of the antennas belongs to 
the Crossett School District and is 
what the transportation system 
uses for communication with the 
school buses. 

King said she has contacted the 
school district and plans to assist 
them with finding a new location. 

King said it is possible that oth-
ers belong to the city or other pri-
vate entities, but she couldn’t say 
for sure until the inventory list 
was complete.

The Crossett Police Chief JW 
Cruce said that at one time the 
police department had antennas up 
there, but he didn’t think they 
were still there. 

City Deputy Clerk Lisa Gulledge 
said that it was her understanding 
that all of the antennas for the city 
were located on the Municipal 
Building on Main Street. 

The building has no set demoli-
tion date, but King said it would 
not be before October.

In a related matter, Georgia 
Pacific will continue operating the 
treatment facility that also handles 
the City of Crossett’s wasetwater.

Crossett Public Works Director 
Jeff Harrisson said that the city’s 
water system, which flows through 
Georgia Pacific’s lines, would not 
change after the partial shutdown. 

“The pending partial shutdown 
will not impact our operating the 
wastewater treatment system,” 
Georgia Pacific said in a news 
release. 

“We will continue to treat waste-
water from the mill and also con-
tinue to treat the City of Crossett’s 
wastewater as well.” 

COMMUNITY

GP working 
with officials 

to find solution 
for antennas

The Riding Redeemed
Cowboys for Jesus hosts free 

equine school for children

Participants at the free Cowboys for Jesus equine school and Bible Study took turns riding and learning about 
horses Saturday.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer
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Crossett’s Cowboys for Jesus host-
ed last weekend a riding school that 
they said they hoped was the first of 
what will become a monthly event. 

Derrick Evans with Cowboys 
For Jesus said that his group hosted 
an Equine School and short Bible 
study for the children of the com-
munity at the Climmie Wimberly 
Ball park on Saturday. Evans said 
the event went well.

At the event, community mem-
bers taught a mixture of subjects 
from Bible stories to horse anatomy 
and Evans  said the students even 
got to practice their riding skills.     

“They loved riding those hors-
es,” Evans said. 

Aniyah Hawkins taught a class 

on the parts of a horse  and Zy Mir 
Jones taught a class on the proper 
trail riding etiquette. Kadeion 
Mollete read a Bible story about 
Samson and a group performed a 
biblical version of the popular hit 
song, “Old Town Road.” 

“This school is mainly set up to 
introduce children to Christ and to 

also let them have fun with one of 
God’s greatest creations, the horse,” 
Evans said.

CFJ offered the event completely 
free to any child who wanted to 
participate. Hot dogs and snacks 
were provided as well. 

In addition, Evans said that the 
city supported the event by allow-
ing the use of a public space and 
that Police Chief J.W. Cruce gave 
the group permission to bring hors-
es in the city limits for the day. 

“We thank the mayor and the 
police chief for their support and 
the parents and the community 
members who attended,” Evans 
said. 

Those interested in attending 
July’s event may contact Robert 
Mooney at 870-415-9538 or Derrick 
Evans at 870-500-1122.
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What began as a prayer service has 
become a group set to rally to the 
community’s needs and offer continu-
ing encouragement.

The Armor up campaign was orgin-
ally started when Whitney Gill decid-
ed to pull the community together for 
a Tuesday night prayer meeting the 
day Georgia Pacific announced plans 
to partially shutter its Crossett opera-
tions and lay off or transfer 553 
employees. 

Gill said there was such a great 
turnout that she decided it needed to be 
a weekly thing and now even represen-
tatives from Camden are joining in. 

“They reached out and said they 
had been through this before and 
now they were going through it 
again and they wanted to be there 
for us,” Gill said. 

In addition to other towns join-
ing in on the prayer, Century Next 
Bank supported the group. 

A news release issued by the bank 
last week said it had donated T-shirts 
to sell to raise money for Armor Up. 
Gill said between the 
bank’s $5,000 donation, 
T-shirt sales and the 
donation account on 
social media, Armor Up 
has raised approximate-
ly $4,000. 

The details of the how 
money will be distribut-
ed is still being worked out. The 
goal, however, is to help support 
employees and families impacted by 
the shut down.

Gill said right now the group has 
an anonymous committee who will 
make the decision and an email 
account — armor_up@yahoo.com 
— set up to accept requests. 

“Right now everyone still has 
their jobs, but we are working on 
this now so that we can help in 
some way when it’s needed,” Gill 
said. 

The money will be given out on 
a first come, first serve basis as the 
requesta come in. Gill said the 
group didn’t want to set any 
restrictions on what they could 
assist with, because she has no 
idea how much money will be 
raised, but right now they are look-
ing at helping with things like 
water bills and school supplies.  

Gill said that the fundraising 
portion was just a small effort to 
help and that she did not want it to 
take away from the main focus of 
why the group got started, which 
was prayer. 

“We are so grateful that Century 
Next decided to donate to help the 
community, and we want to raise 

as much money as we can to help, 
but we also want to make sure the 
main focus is prayer,” Gill said. 

Armor Up meets at 6 p.m. every 
Tuesday at Centennial Park and 
each week is organized by a differ-
ent church. 

Gill said each week she contacts 
a different church to include a 
variety of preachers and any 
church willing to be involved can 
contact her at 870-364- 5644 or 
via Facebook messenger. 

Gill said people have expressed 
concern about the event being a 
bash Georgia Pacific session 
because emotions are high, but she 
said it’s not that way at all. 

Multiple people speak — even 
some who have been laid off by 
the mill — and everything about 
the event remains positive each 
week, she said. 

Praying without end: Prayer service that followed mill 
decision grew into community help and support group

Gill

See PRAYING, Page 5A


