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VOTE

As qualifying 
ends, very few 

challengers 
enter elections
Mayors in five Ashley 
County cities will be 
re-elected unopposed

VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

The mayors and city attorneys of 
Ashley County’s two largest munici-
palities will be re-elected without 
opposition this fall.

At the end of qualifying for the 
Nov. 8 ballot — qualify-
ing ended at noon Aug. 
10 — no one had filed 
candidate petitions to 
challenge Crossett Mayor 
Crystal Marshall or 
Hamburg Mayor David 
Streeter. Crossett City 
Attorney James Hamilton 
and Hamburg City 
Attorney Paul Keith were 
likewise unchallenged.

The next term will be 
the first full one that the 
current Crossett and 
Hamburg mayors serve. 
Marshall and Streeter 
were both initially elect-
ed to complete the unexpired terms 
of their predecessors, both of whom 
died while in office. Marshall is a 
former councilwoman who briefly 
served as Crossett’s appointed mayor 
following Scott McCormick’s death 
in 2020; she was elected later that 
year from among a field of five can-
didates to finish out the term. Streeter 
was elected in June 2021 after a two-
man race to finish the final 18 months 
of Dane Weindorf’s incumbency.

“I am incredibly honored and hum-
bled that the community has bestowed 
this much faith in me,” Marshall 
said. “I don’t take that lightly. It is a 
tremendous honor to serve in this 
way.”

nue from renting out places in which 
to sleep, meet, or have a party.  The 
goal of the tax is to fund the promo-
tion of Crossett.

The mayor and the council dis-
cussed such topics as how long busi-
nesses would need to 
prepare for the tax to be 
collected from them. 

Marshall said she 
would feel better if there 
was at least a six-month 
time frame in which to 
get everything together, 
including the commission that will 
oversee the tax’s administration.

All agreed the start date should be 
sometime in 2023, and council mem-
ber Kerstin Mondragon said she 
would consider a start date for col-
lection to be April of the upcoming 
year, to get the first quarter out of the 
way.

The council decided upon the 
April date for the tax to begin, as 
well as the number of members—
and their roles in the community 
regarding seats—to be placed on the 
commission for Proposed Ordinance 

2022-03. 
For example, some of 

the seats on the seven-
member commission are 
to be held by owners or 
operators of local hotels, 
and other local business 
owners as well. Crossett 

City Council members will take two 
seats, and one seat will be for an at-
large Ashley County resident who 
will serve a four-year term on the 
commission. 

Council member Chris Gill 
explained that the goal is to get input 
from the members of the community 
that the tax will have the most impact 

on. 
The council heard Ordinance 

2022-03 before all members voted to 
adopt it. The ordinance created an 
Advertisement and Promotions 
Committee, whose members will be 
appointed by the mayor and approved 
by the city council.

Ordinance 2022-03 also desig-
nates the creation of an A&P fund. 
The fund is to be used for matters 
related to the advertisement and pro-
motion of Crossett, for such things as 
repair of facilities, fees, and/or other 
expenses, which will be determined 
by the commission. 

The details of exactly what types 
of businesses the tax will affect —
such as the RV park, residences 
being rented out to others, and the 
like — was discussed at the meeting 
before the ordinance was adopted. 

Crossett council votes to create hotel A&P tax

AMANDA ELLIS

ASHLEY NEWS OBSERVER

The Crossett City Council adopt-
ed an ordinance Monday that estab-
lishes an Advertisement and 
Promotions Hotel Tax.

The council members adopted the 
measure after discussing the timeline 
for the tax with Crossett Mayor 
Crystal Marshall and the City 
Attorney James Hamilton at the reg-
ularly scheduled city council meet-
ing on Aug 15.

The A&P tax is a 3 percent tax on 
any business that brings in its reve-

Who will pay tax 
will be decision of 
new commission

Marshall

Streeter
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VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

The Hamburg Economic Development Team is 
on the way to another redevelopment project on 
the Hamburg Square.

Jeff and Shirley Foote recently donated the 
former Foote’s Drug Store building at 109 E. 
Adams Street to the HEDT. While the 
building had most recently housed a 
thrift shop, it has been empty for 
some time.

The donation opens the door for 
the economic development team to 
seek funding opportunities that will 
allow it to upgrade the space and 
attract the right person for long-term, active 
use of the commercial space.

The HEDT is a 501(c)3 non-profit comprised 
of community volunteers whose goal is to encour-
age long-term, viable economic development and 
prosperity in the Hamburg area.

“The team of dedicated (HEDT) volunteers hope 
to apply for and be awarded grants to restore this 
building,” an HEDT spokesperson said. “They also 
have hopes to gain a permanent tenant to serve the 
community of Hamburg in the best way possible.”

The spokesperson said that the team is very 
grateful to the Foote family for the donation, and 
that the HEDT cannot wait to begin working on the 
new project.

“This group of driven volunteers works so hard 
to advocate for our town,’ the spokesperson said. 

“They are dedicated to continue to put in the 
hours to work towards the restoration and growth 

of our town.”
Because restoration projects are 

lengthy and expensive, the HEDT is 
looking for community partners to 
provide services for cleanup and res-
toration of the property. 
The team is also in the process of 

repairing the former Masonic lodge, now 
known as The Mulberry, at 110 Mulberry St. The 
group most recently received bids for repairs to the 
ceiling. 

The most visible outside upgrade to The 
Mulberry has been the living mural located on its 
north outer wall and which includes scenes of 
Hamburg life and depictions of some of its famous 
sons and daughters.

Those who are interested in partnering with the 
team should contact a team member or mail dona-
tions to HEDT, P.O. Box 72, Hamburg, AR 71646.

Hamburg Economic Development takes on new building

Members of the Hamburg Economic Development Team 
stand outside the former Foote’s Drug Store building, 
which was recently donated to HEDT. The group plans 
to seek funding to renovate the building and ultimately 
find a permanent tenant as part of its goal of economic 
development. NEWS OBSERVER/Submitted

GOVERNMENT

Gilmore: Special 
session’s tax cuts 
will help alleviate 
pain of inflation

AMANDA ELLIS

ASHLEY NEWS OBSERVER

Ashley County’s senator in the 
Arkansas General Assembly said one 
of the goals the tax reduction votes 
taken in the early August special ses-
sion was to grant taxpayers relief in 
light of inflation.

“Ultimately what we did was tried to 
help with inflation and provide relief, 
and I think we did a pretty good job of 
that with the income tax 
cuts,” Sen. Ben Gilmore 
said on Monday, Aug. 15. 

The special session 
called to address tax cuts 
was Aug. 9 to 11.

Gilmore said that as a 
result of the work of the 
legislature during the spe-
cial session, “200,000 
Arkansans will not owe any taxes next 
year—they will have no tax liability.”

Those cuts come out to savings of 
about 300 to 900 dollars per taxpayer 
that people will get to keep of their 
paycheck.

“Everybody is feeling inflation, and 
the goal of the special [session] was 
trying to alleviate that by giving every 
one either a tax credit or tax cut,” he 
said.

Gilmore said that he, along with 
other members of the state legislature, 
had advocated for the tax deduction 
known as Section 179, which is used by 
businesses to help pay for equipment. 
The deduction was approved during the 
session.

SAFETY

New crossing 
lights signal 
change for 

Crossett drivers
Flashing beacons on 
Main Street crosswalk 
require drivers to stop

VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

A set of new traffic control signals 
on Crossett’s Main Street will now 
require drivers to stop to yield to 
pedestrians at a new location.

The flashing beacons, installed at 
the crosswalk directly in front of 
Crossett Middle School at 11th 
Avenue, are a user-initiated system. 
Now, when a student — or other 
pedestrian — wants to cross the four 
lanes of Main Street, they will push a 
button to activate the beacons. When 
the lights are flashing, drivers have to 
yield.

“If anyone was to push the button, 
it instantly sets off the rapidly flash-
ing lights for a determined amount of 
time, and when that happens the 
driver should stop,” Mayor Crystal 
Marshall said.

“That was something that, way 

See LIGHTS, Page 5

School wouldn’t 
start until Mon-
day, but the Cros-
sett High School 
Eaglettes and the 
cheerleaders, be-
low, helped to rally 
community school 
spirit during their 
introductory per-
formances at the 
Maroon and White 
event on Thurs-
day, Aug. 11. For 
more photos from 
Maroon and White, 
see p. 6.

VERSHAL HOGAN/
News Observer
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