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Weindorf, Hamburg mayor since 2011, dies at 74
Late mayor started in grocery business; had ‘heart for city’ Voters will have to head to polls to choose 

who will finish Mayor Weindorf’s term
BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

When Hamburg Mayor Dane 
Weindorf died Feb. 20, he had more 
than a year left in his term of office. 
That means the city’s 
voters will ultimately 
have to choose a new 
mayor to finish the 
term.

Weindorf was first 
elected in 2010, and 
was last re-elected in 
2018.

At City Hall, City 
Clerk Peggy Akers is temporarily 
acting in the role of major based on 
an opinion City Attorney Paul Keith 
offered following Weindorf’s death. 
The city clerk is the second-highest 
elected official in the city, and — 

with the vacancy in the mayor’s 
office — that makes Akers the cur-
rently highest elected official.

“Right now, in my opinion the 
city clerk is the mayor and the 
council has the authority to appoint 
an acting mayor who will serve 
until a new one is elected,” Keith 
said. 

“They do that by majority vote. 
The final resolution is that, because 
there was more than a year left in 
the mayor’s term, there will have to 
be a special election to elect a new 
mayor to complete that term.”

Keith said that he is researching 
what needs to be done by what 
deadline so that the council can 
schedule an election.

When Crossett Mayor Scott 
McCormick died in office last year, 

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

The City of Hamburg will say 
goodbye to the mayor who loved the 
outdoors so much he was sworn into 
office wearing duck 
hunting camouflage in a 
public ceremony in the 
Hamburg City Park.

Mayor Dane Weindorf, 
74, died Saturday of 
complications following 
a surgery. He had served 
the city as its chief execu-
tive officer for a little more than 10 
years at the time of his death.

Beginnings
Weindorf was born Sept. 20, 1946, in 

St. Paul, Minn., into a family of six chil-
dren, and died Feb. 20, 2021, as a father 
of four, grandfather of eight and great-
grandfather of seven.

Weindorf spent the majority of his 

working life as the owner and operator 
of grocery stores, and he served as the 
CEO of JADE’s — an acronym for Joe 
and Dane Enterprises, the business he 
started with Joe Foote. The first shop he 

owned, Dane’s Little Store, opened in 
Crossett in 1972. By the time he retired 
approximately 30 years later, the gro-
cery business included seven stores.

Akers

See ELECTION, Page 3

Late Mayor Dane Weindorf, 
right, and former Council-
woman Sue Nolan, left, 
hold a Hamburg city flag 
during a city council meet-
ing in December 2020.

VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer

Weindorf

See WEINDORF, Page 3

CROSSETT

Council votes to 
give homeowner 
zoning variance 
on Beech Street
Improvements to lot 
had started when 
violations were found

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Crossett City Council 
approved Monday a zoning vari-
ance request during this month’s 
regular meeting.

Public Works director Jeff 
Harrison said on Monday night that 
the Board of Adjustments had 
already denied the request for the 
variance, but since the rejection the 
resident had readjusted his plan. 

Mark Douglas of 1209 Beech 
Street was remodeling his home and 
closed in his carport to extend the 
size of his home. After that, he then 
began construction of a carport. 

The carport, however, 
was going to be in vio-
lation of city ordinance 
by being too close to the 
roadway. Douglas said 
that he was aware of 
ordinance and building 
codes, but was given 
misinformation leading 
him to think the project 
was okay.

“What it is, I got some bad infor-
mation from a friend who I thought 
knew,” Douglas said. 

He also said that he and some of 
the people working with him looked 
at other structures and that houses 
nearby had similar buildings, fenc-
es, or landscaping that close to the 
road.

Once Harrison contacted him, he 
went through all the proper chan-
nels to get the construction 
approved. City ordinance, however, 
states that structures have to be 
more than 30 feet from the curb. 
His carport was only six feet away. 
Harrison said that any structures 
that are in violation were built 
before the ordinance went into 
effect and were grandfathered in 
years ago. 

Harrison said his office hosted a 
public hearing and went before the 
Board of Adjustments to ask that an 
exception be made, but the request 
was denied.

Richard Welch with the Board of 
Adjustments said they had to reject it 
in an effort to follow the guidelines 
they are given. Structures can obstruct 
views and hinder drivers if they are 
not built far enough off the road. 

See VARIANCE, Page 3

Harrison

VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

A Crossett woman is in the running and wants 
your votes to declare her the world’s Favorite 
Chef.

Voting in the Favorite Chef contest is 
online, and Thursday, Feb. 25, will 
determine if she goes on to the next 
round.

Philisha Goree said she came 
across the contest online and decid-
ed to enter after a moment’s consid-
eration, but the winning prize — a 
$50,000 payout — will help her ful-
fill a dream of owning a food truck that 
can offer something a little different for 
Crossett.

“I have always wanted a food truck,” she 
said. “I am excited because I love to cook. It is 
just a passion of mine, so I said let me try a 
hand at this.”

The winner of the contest will also be featured 
in a two-page spread in Bon Appetite magazine. 

Entry wasn’t just a matter of filling out a form 
and then she was in. 

“You had to tell them how long you had been 
cooking, give a little bio,” Goree said. “I sent 

them tons of pictures of my food. They 
actually hand-picked the people who 

got entered; they didn’t just pick a 
name out of a hat.”

Goree currently showcases her 
food around Crossett as a private 
caterer. She’s catered for events for 
her church and for class reunions, 

and recently she surprised a man who 
was working to clear snow in the area 

with breakfast.
“It is just something I love,” she said, “I 

cook for you like I cook for me. I thought this 
would be something different for Crossett. I 
want to do something different.”

Goree seeks votes in $50k Favorite Chef contest

Philisha Goree is seeking votes online in the World’s Fa-
vorite Chef competition, which could have a $50,000 pay-
out for her, which she said she would use to buy a food 
truck to operate in Crossett. NEWS OBSERVER/SubmittedSee FAVORITE, Page 3

STAFF REPORTS

At first it was pretty. Then it 
was cold. And then it went from 
light and fluffy to altogether too 
heavy.

After three days of off-and-on 
snow and sleet in Ashley County 
starting late Feb. 14 and continu-
ing through Feb. 17, the sun came 
out but the weather remained cold. 
In some places, the snow began to 
melt under the sun’s radiant heat, 
but — because of the temperatures 
that remained well below freezing 
— it froze back in place.

As the week progressed, the 
weight of the accumulated ice 
began to bear down on some roofs 
and structures, and by the end of 
the week a number of them had 
bent or outright collapsed. Many 
of the collapses happened the night 
of Feb. 18 or morning of Feb. 19.

One of those roofs was at Hood 
Packaging’s Crossett location. 
While a message requesting com-

ment left at Hood’s corporate 
headquarters was not returned by 
press time, a person familiar with 
the situation said the company was 
evaluating the situation before 
moving forward.

In Crossett’s business district, 
SheBrews Coffee’s awning col-
lapsed and temporarily halted 
business, though the café was back 
open within days. The covering 

over the former Eagles’ Nest gas 
station at the intersection of 
Fairview and Unity roads — which 
is currently empty — also fell 
under the weight of its rooftop 
load, as did one of the structures at 
the Wiggins Cabin; the Cabin 
itself escaped intact. On Main 
Street, Krafted Sweets’ outside 
covered roof fell.

TOO HEAVY TO HANDLE: Snow, ice 
cause some structures to buckle, collapse

The outdoor awning at Krafted Sweets on Main Street in Crossett hangs in shreds after collapsing under the weight of 
snow and ice last week. Below, Max Bowl suffered significant damage after its roof failed. VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

See COLLAPSE, Page 3

JUSTICE SYSTEM

No charges 
filed in fatal 

January 
stabbing case
Police say suspect 
is a minor, acted in 
self-defense at time

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

After more than five weeks, 
prosecutors have still not publicly 
declared if they will charge the sus-
pect in a January stabbing.

Authorities did not initially file 
charges on the reported suspect 
from the stabbing — a minor — 
after reviewing the investigation 
and determining, in their words, 
that the suspect was acting in self 
defense.

Crossett Police responded to a 
call on Pine Street on Jan. 9 after 
someone called in a disturbance. 
When the police arrived, they 
reportedly found that Travon 
Thompson, 27, of Crossett had 
been stabbed.

Thompson was taken to the 
Ashley County Medical Center and 
was later transferred to a Little 
Rock hospital. He died from his 
injuries on Jan. 11.

The Crossett Police investigated 
the incident and turned their inves-
tigation over to the 10th Judicial 
District Prosecuting Attorney’s 
Office so that it could be deter-
mined if anyone would be charged.

See STABBING, Page 3


