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A Fountain Hill girl died in a house 
fire in North Crossett last week.

Taylor Makenzie Smith, 7, perished 
in the 806 Fairview Road blaze that the 
North Crossett and Crossett fire depart-
ments responded to at approximately 6 
a.m. July 3.

Crossett Fire Chief Bo Higgonbotham, 
said the Crossett Fire Dept provided 
mutual aid to the North Crossett Fire 
Department. 

Higgonbotham said that the Crossett 
Fire Department also assisted in the 
investigation of the fire as well, and 
though an exact cause has not yet been 
determined, evidence suggests that the 
fire was an accident. Officials believe 
the fire started in the living room of the 
mobile home, Higgonbothan said. 

The fire chief confirmed that the fire 
was fatal and that one minor child was 
killed in the incident, he declined  to 
release any information about the  child. 

Though, the victim’s name was not 
officially released by authorities, mul-
tiple first responders shared seven year 
old Taylor Makenzie Smith’s obituary 
to social media with captions stating 
“they wished there would have been 
something they could do to save her.” 

“My heart is broken for this family; 
being (on scene) and not being able to 
do anything to help this little girl is one 
of the worst feelings I have ever had in 
my career in law enforcement,” Brandon 
Kelly with the Crossett Police 
Department said. 

The Hamburg School District also 
released a statement to social media 
offering condolences to the family. 
Smith had recently finished the first 
grade.

“We would like to express our deep-
est sympathy to the family of Taylor 
Smith,” the HSD statement said. “She 
was a precious first grade student of 
ours who died tragically in a house fire. 
This saddens us greatly. Taylor was 
loved by so many.” 

The residence at 806 Fairview Road in North Crossett burned in the early morn-
ing of July 3. While others in the house escaped, Taylor Smith, 7, died in the 
incident.
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Fire claims young life in North Crossett

SPECIAL TO THE OBSERVER

Commissioner of State Lands 
Tommy Land announced that his 
office will auction tax-delinquent 
land in Ashley County at 1 p.m. 
July 23. 

The auction will be at the 
Hamburg City Hall with registra-
tion beginning at 12:30 p.m.

Prospective bidders can find an 
online Public Auction Catalog, 
including a buyer’s guide; statutes 
governing sales; auction date, time 

and location; and a complete list-
ing of parcels offered. This 
resource is on the Commissioner’s 
website, .cosl.org, and is regularly 
updated.

“We open the bidding at the 

amount of taxes, penalties and 
interest due,” Land said. 

“Anyone who has delinquent 
property going up for auction 
should be aware they only have 10 
business days after the auction to 
redeem property sold there.”

Bidders must register for the 
auction, but the registration is free. 
The first $100 of any parcel’s pur-
chase price must be paid in cash, 
while the remainder may be paid 
by cash, check or credit card.

“Property taxes help fund 

schools, roads, libraries and public 
services including ambulances,” 
Land said. 

“Everyone benefits from paying 
those taxes — and the property 
owner benefits from paying on 
time, by avoiding interest and pen-
alties on delinquent taxes.”

Owners of delinquent parcels 
may call the office at 501-324-
9422 to request a Petition to 
Redeem, or they can print the peti-
tion by searching the parcel on the 
website, cosl.org.

JUST THE FACTS: 

The state tax-delinquent property auc-
tion for Ashley County will be 1 p.m. 
July 23. Parcels up for auction can be 
viewed at cosl.org

Ashley County delinquent tax sale set for late July

The Crossett School Board and 
Crossett Superintendent of Schools 
Gary Williams presented James 
Stinson with an honorary diploma 
on Monday night. Stinson was un-
able to receive his diploma with 
the rest of his class because he 
was serving in the U.S. Navy dur-
ing World War II. Stinson’s children 
and other family members watched 
as Williams presented the diploma.  
“We would like to thank you for 
your service to our country, our 
community and being a great ex-
ample to us all,” Williams said dur-
ing the presentation.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

ALMA MATER, AT LAST
Stinson awarded diploma he missed for WWII service
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Many of the Hamburg School 
District’s school improvement scores 
for the 2018-2019 school year were 
almost completely flat when com-
pared to the previous year, though 
one building – Portland Elementary 
– exceeded national averages for 
their tests.

The district’s principals presented 
a broad overview of the 
testing data to the school 
board Monday night. 
Superintendent Tracy 
Streeter said the scores 
came in six days later 
than expected, so the 
principals were not able 
to break down the infor-
mation before the meet-
ing.

“We still thought it was important 
that you hear it now,” she told the 
board members.

Noble Elementary Principal 
Angela Maize said Kindergarten and 
first grade students showed growth in 
the target areas, but second grade 
students surprised the school because 
they saw a decrease in reading readi-
ness from 65 percent to 60 percent 
across the year.

“We were definitely surprised by the 
way students scored at the end of the 
year because of the interventions teach-
ers were providing to students,” she 
said. “Of course we know with testing 
it is just a snapshot; it depends on how 
that student is feeling that day.” 

COUNTY

Quorum and 
Hamburg 

reach detente 
over dispatch

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Is the dispatch service still active? 
It is? 10-4.

In a Tuesday vote, the Ashley 
County Quorum Court approved 
changing the county’s dispatch con-
tract with Hamburg to the amount the 
city requested, heading off what had 
previously appeared to be a shutoff 
of the service.

In April, the quorum court mem-
bers discussed that the City of 
Hamburg had not been paying the 
agreed amount for the dispatch ser-
vice that the Ashley County Sheriff’s 
Office provides to Hamburg Police 
Department. 

Both parties discovered that 
though a verbal agreement for 
$48,000 annually had been in place 
for years and smaller amounts had 
been paid prior to that, that no agree-
ment had been in writing for more 
than a decade.

The Quorum had presented an 
agreement to Hamburg requesting 
$55,000 per year for the dispatch 

City to pay $48,000 
this year for services 
from sheriff’s office

See QUORUM, Page 5

Students grew 

in learning even 

if scores are flat, 

principals say

HAMBURG

See HAMBURG, Page 5

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Crossett School Board 
approved the purchase of new stadi-
um lighting for two of Crossett’s 
athletic facilities at its Monday meet-
ing.

The board also approved the pur-
chase of a new bus and accepted 
three technology bids. 

CSD Maintenance Director Phillip 
Kelley  said that the 
football stadium lights 
at Crossett High 
School’s Yarbrough 
Field haven’t been 
upgraded in 15 or 20 
years. 

The southwest tower 
is now out and Kelley 
told the board that it 
would be more efficient to replace 
the lights altogether. 

“We’ve got the money for this 
now and we need to fix it while we 
can,” Kelley said. 

In addition to the football stadium, 
the softball field will get an upgrade 
as well. 

Both will be upgraded to LED 
lighting. 

The bid the board approved for 
both lighting projects was $316,020.

The board also voted to allow the 
district to purchase a new school bus. 
Kelley told the board that an engine 
had gone out on a 2004 model bus 
with more than 100,000 miles on it. 
The engine replacement was esti-
mated to be around $10,000. 

“Something that age, it’s just not 
good common sense to put that 
amount of money into a bus that 
old,” Kelley said. 

The winning bid for the new bus 
came from Central State Bus. The 
bid was for a new Bluebird 77-pas-

Stadium lights 
to get upgrade; 
district to buy 
Chromebooks

CROSSETT SCHOOLS

See CROSSETT, Page 5
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