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‘NOT ECONOMICALLY VIABLE’
Citing costs of needed upgrades, GP announces closure of bleached board 
machines,  extrusion plant,  woodyard and pulp mill at Crossett

Saying that the projected 
long-term costs of keep-
ing its mills in Crossett 

were “not economically viable,” 
Georgia Pacific announced a sig-
nificant round of layoffs Tuesday. 

The announcement followed 
the company’s decision to perma-
nently shutter its bleached board 
operations at the Crossett mill.

The company also plans to 
close down its older tissue 
machines “that don’t support the 
long-term competitiveness of the 
tissue business,” a news release 
from the company said.

Company officials said approx-
imately 530 workers will be 
impacted by the decision, includ-
ing 25 sales and business office 
jobs. The extrusion plant, wood 
yard, pulp mill and a “significant 
portion” of the energy complex 
will be affected by the closures. 

The tissue closure will be 
effective in July, while the 
bleached board closure will go 
into effect in October. 

“Our Crossett employees have 
worked hard to safely and pro-
ductively manage our operations 
there, and in recent years we have 
invested significantly in our 
operations. However, we have 
decided that the required invest-
ments needed for the bleached 
board machines, pulp mill and 
woodyard to sustain the operation 
long-term are not economically 
viable,” said Monty Brown, 
senior vice president – Consumer 
Products Group Operations. “We 
understand the impact this deci-
sion has on our employees, fami-
lies and the community, and we 
will work cooperatively with the 
state and the community to mini-
mize that impact.”  

Approximately 500 employees 
will keep their jobs in support of 
the Crossett mill’s tissue produc-
tion lines, which will remain 
open. The company spent approx-
imately $60 million to open the 
newest tissue line, which began 
production in late 2018

The Crossett mill “will contin-
ue to operate and invest in the 
Crossett mill to support its con-
sumer tissue and towel business,” 
the news release said. “The 
Crossett facility has premium 
product tissue and towel machines 

and associated converting equip-
ment, so it remains a key con-
tributor to the success of the 
Consumer Products Group’s 
retail business.” 

The mill will continue to oper-
ate as it currently does until the 
October closure.

Company officials said they 
will being discussions with union 
officials in the next month about 
employees affected by the clo-
sures. 

Those discussions will include 
the potential to transfer to other 
GP locations.

Crossett Mayor Scott 
McCormick said the decision 
would go beyond GP employees, 
rippling through the entire GP 
supply chain and the community 
at large.

“It is kind of hard to compre-
hend right now knowing that that 
many folks are going to lose 
their jobs,” McCormick said. “It 
is not just going to affect GP. It is 
going to affect anybody who has 

anything to do with the logging 
industry and the supply compa-
nies here in Crossett and other 
places. It is just a very disheart-
ening and disappointing situation 
to be going through at this time.

“I feel for the employees who 
will be affected through this. My 
prayers are with them and I wish 
them the best. Other than that, I 
don’t know what to say.”

Crossett Economic Development 
Foundation Executive Director 
Mike Smith said CED would be 
part the response to help dislo-
cated workers. He likewise said 
the CED would continue to look 
for industries to fill the gap left 
in the workforce.

“It is with sad hearts and 
many prayers that we reflect on 
the news about the job loss at 
the Georgia Pacific Crossett 
facility,” Smith said. “ As 
always, we are confident that 
the Crossett spirit will hold true 
and keep us moving forward.  

“The Crossett Economic 

Development Foundation is 
committed to working with 
(Gov. Asa) Hutchison’s office 
and the Dislocated Workers 
Task Force to assist our local 
workforce in any way possible.  
As always, we are doing every-
thing we can to recruit other 
industries to the area.”  

The Naheola and Brewton, 
Ala., mills and the St. Marys, 
Ga., extrusion facility will take 
over production of the compa-
ny’s bleached board product as 
the Crossett facility closes. 

The Crossett announcement 
was paired with a larger round 
of closures around the Georgia 
Pacific manufacturing group.

The company announced that 
it would close particleboard 
facilities in Hope, Ark., and 
Monroeville, Ala. 

GP also said it would not 
rebuild the Thomson, Ga., facil-
ity that burned last week in 
what the company described as 
a “catastrophic fire.”
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The Crossett Police Department 
has made an arrest in connection 
with the Memorial Day weekend 
shooting.

Reports at the Crossett Police 
Department said that Brooks 
Minnieweather was the victim of 
the non-fatal shooting that hap-
pened May 25. 

The suspect in the shooting, 
Timothy Toney was arrested and 
charged with first-degree battery 
May 28.

CPD Investigator Teresa Toliver 
said that officers were dispatched 
to the 800 block West 11th Ave., 
and when they arrived on the scene 
they found that Minnieweather 
had been shot. Minnieweather was 
transpoted to Ashley County 
Medical Center where he was 
treated and released.

The case is still  under investi-
gation and investigators have 
declined to release other details.

Suspect 
charged in 

case of May 
25 shooting
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Victim survived 
incident on West 
11th Ave. Crossett

Crossett pool 
could open 

in mid-June, 
officials say

CRIME
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The new Crossett city pool manag-
er says life guards are trained and the 
pool will open mid-June, but the pool 
project as whole is not complete and 
may require more funding.  

Crossett Recreation Commissioner 
Shelly Carter announced that Sarah 
Hollimon was hired as the new pool 
manager at last month’s city council 
meeting. 

Hollimon said her staff of 11 life 
guards are trained and ready to go, but 
they are still waiting on a few con-
struction projects to wrap up. 

In addition to prepping her staff, 
Hollimon is also working with the 
recreation commission on new ways 
to bring revenue into the pool such as 
birthday party rentals and water exer-
cise classes. 

Last week, during a special city 
council meeting, the council allocated 
$60,000 to operate the pool, which 
was something the council agreed to 
do before applying for grant funding 
for its refurbishment. 

Councilwoman Crystal Marshall 
said that the amount was only a pro-
jected number and could fluctuate 
based on the revenue ideas that 
Hollimon has in mind. Marshall also 
said that she expected maintenance 
and general operations on the pool to 
be lower than years before as the leaks 
and other issues that were costing 
extra each month are now repaired. 

Marshall also announced that an 
additional $15,000 for a diving board 
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Community gathers for prayer following announcement

Two attendees embrace at a prayer vigil at Centennial Park Tuesday 
evening. Shortly after the planned closure of Georgia Pacific’s bleached 
board lines were announced, members of the community rallied to ar-
range a prayer service in response.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

BY VAL GAUGHT 
AND VERSHAL HOGAN

Layoffs are not greater than God.
That was the message those who 

attended a prayer vigil in Crossett took 
home.

Members of the Crossett and sur-
rounding communities gathered in 
Centennial Park on Tuesday night to 
hear inspirational messages from pas-
tors in the community and to pray in 
response the announcement of planned 
closures at Georgia Pacific’s mills. 

The news that the Georgia Pacific 
mill in Crossett was shutting down cer-
tain areas and eliminating jobs came 
early Tuesday morning. The word that 
530 jobs would be impacted spread like 
wildfire through the news and social 
media.

“I didn’t know what else to do, so I 
thought we should come together and 
pray,” said Whitney Gill, one of the 
people who organized the prayer vigil. 
“I think we all need to hear a positive 
message.”

Responding to the news Tuesday 
morning, the Rev. Jamie Staley of First 
Baptist Church said he believed it was 
really important for churches to respond 
in a way shows “that this doesn’t take 
the Lord by surprise.”

He also said it was important for 
churches to be prepared to bless the 
area in response to the closures.

“Scripture tells us he is a faithful 
provider,” Staley said. “As a body of 
believers, we are going to trust the Lord 
to provide for us through a difficult 
time and to give us the wisdom to 
encourage and be a blessing for our 
community.

“It is hard, and i think this commu-
nity will be hurting for a while over 
this, but ultimately we have to trust the 
Lord to provide as only he can, and we 
are going to do that.

“As an individual church, we are 
going to figure out what we can do to 
be a blessing to this community at this 
time and ask the Lord for guidance and 
trust that he will give it.”

When the evening cool rolled into 
town, a large group of people met and 
shared hugs and tears at the park as 
they prayed for the future of the com-
munity. 

Several pastors — including the 
Revs. Lloyd Gibbs of Jarvis Chapel 
Baptist Church, Lyle Hern from South 
Main Baptist Church, Jesse Radford 
from Bethel Missionary Baptist Church, 
Jermey McDaniels from New Life 
Church and J.W. Dobbins from Eden 
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