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Council
hears
economic
project
updates
Park murder Smith: Companies
JUSTICE

trial ends with
guilty verdict
for Eudora man

Deunte Stanley was
killed by knife wound
in July 25 incident
BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

An Ashley County jury sentenced
a Eudora man to 50 years after finding
him guilty of murder last week.
In July, Erskine Flamer,24, was
arrested and charged with killing
Deunte Stanley in a Hamburg park.
A police report from the Hamburg
Police Department at the time alleged
that Flamer stabbed Stanley to death
in Pine Street Park in Hamburg on
July 25.
Flamer was charged with second
degree murder and tampering with
physical evidence.
Last week, Flamer went before
10th Circuit Court Judge Bynum
Gibson and a jury for the July charges.
Testimony from the medical examiner at trial said Stanley was stabbed
in the heart.
The jury found Flamer guilty of
second-degree murder and tampering
with physical evidence and sentenced
him to 50 years in the Arkansas
Department of Corrections for the
murder charge and three years for the
tampering charge.
Flamer was charged as a habitual
offender and the sentences are to run
concurrent.
Deputy Prosecutor Frank Spain
represented the state in the case.

seek financing, want
to meet with council
BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Crossett City Council heard
Monday updates about two economic development projects in the
works for the city.
Crossett Economic Development
Director Mike Smith asked that
the council put RES Renewables,
a company that has signaled its

intention to build solar farm south
of Crossett, be placed on the
agenda for next month.
Officials from RES
Renewables met with
the council in a
working session last
month to discuss the
proposed
800-acre,
$150 million project.
Smith
Among the company’s
requests were for tax
incentives and for the property the
project would be located on to be
annexed into the city.
City Attorney James Hamilton
said his private firm had been
retained by one of the companies

involved in the matter.
He said that Weyerhaeuser —
which currently owns the property
in question — was retaining him
to “walk the annexation through.”
Hamilton also said that once he
got the necessary documents in
order he would draft an ordinance
to present to the council.
Addressing a separate project,
Smith said the biggest hold up
with a potential biodiesel plant
locating in Crossett is financing.
While Smith has spoken about the
company several times publicly,
he has declined to name it.
Smith said that the company is
working with national and global

CHRISTMAS IN CROSSETT

Local residents lined the streets for
the annual Christmas parade Saturday,
which was followed by the Christmas
in Crossett festivities, ending with the
lighting of the city Christmas tree.

Arrests made in
separate Lake
Village murder Donor seeks names of families to help
investigations
VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

One Chicot County murder suspect is behind bars in Ashley
County, while another case is under
active investigation as a possible
robbery gone wrong.
In the most recent incident, Lake
Village first responders were called
to their second homicide in a twoweek period on Thursday.
Lake Village Police Chief Percy
Wilburn said two homicides in
such a small amount of time is a
career first for him.
At 11:21 a.m. Dec. 12, first
responders were dispatched to the
Lakeside Apartments on Mulberry
St. Wilburn said that when police
arrived they found a victim, later
identified as Kevin Gaston, who
had appeared to have gunshot
wounds and they transported him
to the Chicot Memorial Medical
Center, where he later died.
Wilburn said that though the
incident is under investigation they
believe it was an attempted robbery.
Michael Mitchell was arrested
and charged in connection with the
murder, but Wilburn said other
arrests could follow as well.
See MURDERS, Page 3A

HAMBURG

Representative
tells council
Census needs
local workers
BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

CRIME

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

finance companies in an attempt to
secure it.
“That’s the only thing that’s
holding them up, they’ve got to
get financing,” Smith said.
Hamilton said there are a lot of
legal hoops with a $140 million
project.
“With something like this, it
would be easy to throw their hands
up, but they’ve definitely taking
steps in the right direction,” Smith
said.
In other news:
4The council adopted a budget
for 2020.
City Clerk Lisa Gulledge told
See CROSSETT, Page 3A

Many people consider this time of
year a season for giving as well as
receiving, and one local donor has
decided to donate $3,000 to families of
the community.
Crossett Area Chamber of
Commerce Executive Director Mandy
White said an anonymous donor has
contacted her to be a vehicle for the
project.
“I’m basically just gathering the
information,” White said.

The donor asked White to collect
the names of 30 people in the Crossett
Community who could use a little
financial help this season. The families
will each receive a $100 gift card that
can be used same as cash.
White is asking for those who
know of someone who may need
assistance to contact her at the Chamber
either by emailing the crossettchamber@windstream.net or bringing a letter by the Chamber office.
The list of recipients chosen will be
need-based and the list of recipients
will remain confidential.

Christmas Day is approaching fast,
so White asked that any submissions
be sent to her as soon as possible.
White said she is so thankful to
have such generous people in the community and she is looking forward to
playing a small part in spreading holiday to cheer to these families.
“Members of the Crossett
Community always come to the aid of
those in need,” she said. “God bless
this individual for this generous donation and the many other members of
our community that always give above
and beyond.”

The Hamburg City Council heard
Monday about the importance of
recruiting census workers for the
area.
The nation’s Constitutionally
mandated decennial census is slated
for 2020. Danny Burl with the U.S.
Census Bureau’s Chicago region told
the council that while April 1 is
considered census day, the actual
census work at the local level would
begin in March.
Getting an accurate count of
residents — who do not have to be
legal residents to be counted — not
only helps the U.S. government
understand where its population is,
but also helps determine funding for
projects at local, state and national
levels, Burl said.
“They don’t have to be legal, they
don’t have to be 18 (to be counted),”
he said.
“If we have children staying with
grandma and granddaddy, that is
where we count them. If mama lives
in Little Rock and she claims them on
her taxes, we still want to count them
here if they are walking our streets
here.
“We want to count people where
they are.”
The questions on the census
questionnaire will include the number
of people living in or staying at a
residence as of April 1; if the home is
owned or rented; the sex and race of
each person in the residence; the age
of each person; if any of the residents
are of Hispanic, Latino or Spanish
origin; and the relationship of each
person in the household to each other.
“We are not asking if you are legal,
we are not asking how much money
you have,” Burl said. “We are just
asking how many people are there.”
The official Census 2020 Website
says that all personal information is
See CENSUS, Page 3A

Kiwanis, Rotary, schools partner for food baskets
BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Kiwanis Club of Crossett
collected more canned goods than they
have in years during this years’ annual
food drive.
Mandy White and Tresssie Mills with
Crossett Kiwanis said this year’s food
drive was a huge success.
Each year the group places boxes at
each of the schools and collect food and
other non-perishable food items for
several weeks to prepare for their holiday
baskets.
White said they picked up the boxes

on a Monday and will spend Tuesday and
Wednesday preparing baskets to deliver
on Thursday. This is done every year the
week before Christmas.
They make 100 baskets and
Brookshires donates a hen for each
basket. The Crossett Rotary Club donates
fruit baskets to go along with the packages
that the Kiwanis prepares.
“We pack everything up and deliver it
to 100 families each year,” White said.
This year, Mills said they picked up
more food than they ever have from
Crossett Elementary School.
NEWS OBSERVER/Submitted
“I almost think it’s 2,000 items,” Volunteers with the Kiwanis Club of Crossett pick up canned
food donations at Crossett Learning Center.
See FOOD, Page 3A

