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SAFETY

Fires destroy 
homes, claim 

one life in 
Crossett area

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Two residences were destroyed and 
one life lost in separate fire incidents in 
Crossett in the last week.

The first fire, which resulted in the 
fatality, was in the 1600 
area of Roberts Road in 
West Crossett on Friday, 
Feb. 12.

Crossett Fire Chief Bo 
Higginbotham said the 
fire department was dis-
patched to the blaze at 
9:33 a.m. and arrived at 
9:38 a.m. By the time 
Crossett Fire was on the scene, the fire 
was fully involved in the structure. The 
West Crossett Fire Department and the 
Unity-Frost Prairie Fire Department 
were also on the scene.

The owner of the residence was 
sleeping inside at the time, and two 

PANDEMIC

Governor issues 
new guidance 
for gatherings 

of less than 100

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

After noting that the number of con-
firmed active cases of COVID-19 in 
the State of Arkansas had fallen below 
10,000 for the first time in months, 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson announced 
Tuesday the loosening of some guide-
lines for public gatherings.

As of Tuesday, the state was no lon-
ger requiring an approved plan for pub-
lic events with fewer than 100 attend-
ees. The prior guidance required a plan 
for events with more than 10 attendees.

Small indoor events — that is, those 
with fewer than 100 participants — 
must still follow some directives from 
the state, including that seating be at 
least six feet apart, face coverings are 
required and sanitation stations must be 
provided, among other things. The full 
list of directives for small events can be 
found online at bit.ly/37CV5Pp.

As the governor made the announce-
ment, the state’s number of reported, 
confirmed active cases of COVID-19 
stood at 9,104. 

BY MARY HIGHTOWER
U OF A SYSTEM DIVISION OF AGRICULTURE

Single-digit wind chills, freezing water in pipes 
and troughs and high snow loads 
on roofs are causing concerns for 
poultry and cattle operations, 
specialists from the University of 
Arkansas System Division of 
Agriculture said Monday. 

Low temperatures reported 
Monday morning to the National 
Weather Service included minus 
5 at Compton, zero at Lead Hill 
and 2 degrees at Gilbert. At noon 
Monday, the North Little Rock airport had 10.9 
inches of snow, while Greers Ferry, Perryville and 

Vilonia all reported 11 inches of snow, according 
to the National Weather Service. 

For poultry growers, “the biggest problems are 
having water pipes freezing and watering equip-

ment not working,” said 
Dustan Clark, extension poul-
try specialist for the Division 
of Agriculture.

Clark said many growers 
are putting space heaters and 
heat lamps in control rooms to 
keep pipes from freezing solid 
and to allow electronic control 
equipment to keep operating.

“Some are getting very lit-
tle sleep — setting alarms and some are staying up 
all night — to check waterlines and birds,” he 

said. “Poultry growers that don’t have the best 
insulation; it’s going to be harder to keep those 
houses warm.”

“Roof collapse – that is a worry,” Clark said. 
“Depends on how much snow you’ve got. Most 
can handle it, but when we have 8 inches of snow 
in this last round, and if we get much more; maybe 
2-6 inches, that could be rough on some of those 
poultry houses.”

Keeping cattle fed, watered
“Cows in good body condition and have a good 

winter coat are fairly tolerant of cold weather,” 
said Shane Gadberry, professor-ruminant nutrition 
and extension specialist. “Arkansas cattle are at a 
disadvantage because they haven’t had time to 
adapt to extremely cold temperatures.  

JUST THE FACTS: 

The threat of freezing pipes has pre-
sented a challenge to poultry produc-
ers during the recent extreme winter 
weather. Ashley County has a reported 
10 livestock or poultry production 
farms.

Deep freeze, snow create multiple worries for cattle, poultry operations

See FREEZE, Page 10

Smoke and flames rise out of a residence 
on Roberts Road in West Crossett on Feb. 
12. While one person escaped the fire, one 
also died. A separate fire on West Ninth 
Avenue in Crossett destroyed a residence 
but did not result in injuries.

JEREMY CALDWELL/News Observer
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DIGGING IN , DIGGING  OUT
Residents shelter at home following snow accumulation; 

more freezing precipitation forecast

STORY AND PHOTOS BY 
VERSHAL HOGAN 
AND VAL GAUGHT

Blowing in on winter wind gusts 
of up to 20 miles per hour, a record-
setting storm dumped more ice and 
snow on southeastern Arkansas than 
has ever been recorded in a single 
day Monday. More winter weather 
was expected in the coming days.

With the snow came hours of ice 
— sleet fell before and after 
the bulk of the snow — and 
record-breaking low tem-
peratures. The previous 
low temperature records 
for southeastern 
Arkansas on the dates 
of Feb. 15 and 16 were 
19 and 17 degrees 
Fahrenheit, set in 1943 
and 1977. While reports 
vary, one weather record-
ing station in Crossett record-
ed lows of 16 degrees for both days.

Light snow flurries continued 
Tuesday morning, but the sun soon 
broke through. The National 
Weather Service warned, however, 
that, “Another winter storm system 
will spread precipitation over 
Arkansas again beginning Tuesday 
night and will continue throughout 
the day on Wednesday, tapering off 
for most locations by Thursday 
afternoon.”

Because of the forecast, as of 
press time Wednesday Ashley 
County remained under a winter 
storm watch. A significant concern 
is Wednesday, when precipitation is 
forecast to possibly transition to 
freezing rain, resulting in between a 
quarter- and half-inch of ice accu-

mulation in southeastern Arkansas.
Crossett Mayor Crystal Marshall 

said that Crossett mostly rode 
through the whiteout without sig-
nificant issues. She said the city’s 
departments took a lot of precau-
tions when they knew the storm was 
coming in — prep work that includ-
ed sharpening chainsaws, putting 
sand on the city’s bridges, making 
sure generators were fueled.

“My biggest concern now is los-
ing power,” she said. “I have 
been in contact with the 
schools and a couple of 

churches in town to be in 
conversation if we need 
a warming center. I 
hope that is not need-

ed, but I want to keep 
our citizens safe, because 

if we lose power it would 
be for a prolonged period.”
The city has had patrols 

making sure everyone is OK, 
Marshall said, but she also wants to 
remind people to remember to bring 
their pets inside.

“This is dangerous weather for 
pets,” she said.

Disruptions
The accumulation of as much as 

six inches of snow in Crossett in the 
first part of the week was enough to 
disrupt most businesses and govern-
ment services. 

While the Crossett City Hall had 
opened Tuesday to accept water 
bills, most other government offices 
were closed. The snow also caused 
a temporary pause in mail delivery.

“All or most USPS mail carriers 
will be attempting to make it to 
our offices tomorrow,” Crossett 
U.S. Postal Service Postmaster 

An Arkansas Department of Transportation plow clears the 
roadway on U.S. 82 Monday afternoon. Below, a single car 
tries to navigate Main Street in Crossett following signifi-
cant snowfall during the first part of the week.

Trisha Acord said in a public ser-
vice announcement Monday. “If 
we make it, we will then have to 
wait and see if our mail truck can 
make it to our offices.  If we end 
up running mail, customers that 

live off the main highway may not 
receive mail tomorrow.  Please be 
patient.  We will do our best but 
we all want to get home safe to our 
families.”

Ninth Avenue at Cedar Street in Crossett seemed to disappear even as a heavy 
layer of snow fell Monday.

See WEATHER, Page 3

See COVID, Page 10

STAFF REPORTS

Both of Arkansas’ senators 
voted to acquit former President 
Donald Trump at his second 
impeachment trial last week.

While Sen. John Boozman said 
Trump “bears some responsibili-
ty” for the attack on the U.S. 
Capitol that led to Trump’s second 
impeachment trial, he voted to 
acquit, saying he did not believe 
the trial had Constitutional mus-
ter.

The one article of impeachment, 
on a charge of incitement to insur-
rection, charges that the former 
President, “addressed a crowd at 

the Ellipse in Washington, D.C. 
There, he reiterated false claims 
that ‘we won this election, and we 
won it by a landslide.’ 
He also willfully made 
statements that, in 
context, encouraged 
— and foreseeably 
resulted in — lawless 
action at the Capitol, 
such as: ‘if you don’t 
fight like hell you’re 
not going to have a 
country anymore.’ Thus incited by 
President Trump, members of the 
crowd he had addressed, in an 
attempt to, among other objec-
tives, interfere with the Joint 

Session’s solemn constitutional 
duty to certify the results of the 
2020 Presidential election, unlaw-
fully breached and vandalized the 
Capitol, injured and killed law 
enforcement personnel, menaced 
Members of Congress, the Vice 
President, and Congressional per-
sonnel, and engaged in other vio-
lent, deadly, destructive and sedi-
tious acts.”

One of the objections to the trial 
was that, though the House of 
Representatives impeached Trump 
on the charge before he left office, 
the trial did not happen until after  
President Joe Biden was already 
sworn in. Boozman and Sen. Tom 

Cotton both voted for a measure 
challenging the Constitutionality 
of the trial. The measure failed 
and the trial continued, and both 
voted to acquit at the end.

“Jan. 6, 2021 will forever be 
remembered as one of the darkest 
days in our nation’s history,” 
Boozman said in a prepared state-
ment. “The attack on the U.S. 
Capitol by a violent mob was a 
threat to our democracy. 
Courageous law enforcement offi-
cers defended lives and safeguard-
ed the constitutional duty of 
Congress to certify the presiden-
tial election.

Ark. senators vote to acquit Trump in second trial

Boozman
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