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INDUSTRY

Notice: Ex-GP 
workers can 

seek retraining 
assistance

Workforce Services 
gives notice of Trade 
Adjustment eligibility

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Workers who were affected by the 
layoffs at Georgia Pacific-Crossett 
last year are now eligible for possi-
ble retraining assistance.

In a notice dated Feb. 26, the 
Arkansas Department of Commerce’s 
Division of Workforce Services said 
that all workers at the GP-Crossett 
facilities, “who became totally sepa-
rated from employment on or after 
March 8, 2017 through 
Jan. 22, 2021” are eli-
gible to apply for 
Trade Adjustment 
Assistance (TAA) and 
Reemployment Trade 
Adjustment Assistance 
(RTAA).

The notice said the 
eligibility also extends 
to on-site leased work-
ers from Encardia 
Staffing Solutions, 
Manpower, Advanced 
Technology Services and Rezzelle, 
Inc.

The assistance workers may be 
eligible for include reemployment 
services, job search and relocation 
allowances, and training.

The affected workers may also 
qualify for Trade Readjustment 
Allowance, which the notice says is, 
“weekly subsidy benefits if you are 
enrolled in TAA-approved training 
or have a waiver of the training 
requirement.

See GP, Page 5

HAMBURG

Mayor seeks to 
see fewer signs, 
at least for part 

of the year
BARNEY WHITE

PUBLISHER

Hamburg’s mayor asked last 
week if there was a way to keep the 
political season out of sight — even 
if it wasn’t out of mind — for a lit-
tle while this year.

Mayor Dane Weindorf brought up 
the issue of political 
campaign signs at the 
city council’s regularly 
scheduled meeting last 
week.

Weindorf said two 
circuit judge races with 
three candidates each 
raised the possibility of 
a run-off election that, by law, 
would be held in conjunction with 
the general election in November.

“I don’t want to see campaign 
signs all over town for that long,” 
the mayor told the five council 
members present. 

City attorney Paul Keith said 
there could be First Amendment 
issues with controlling the free 
speech of candidates, but acknowl-
edged that the state and some cities 
already have laws and ordinances 

See HAMBURG, Page 5

Weindorf

JUST THE 
FACTS:

The assistance 
available to for-
mer GP-Cros-
sett workers is 
made possible 
under the Trade 
Act of 1974.

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

While the nation watched for 
Super Tuesday results to see who 
won additional delegates for the 
Democratic Presidential nomina-
tion, in southeastern Arkansas 
one judicial candidate was able to 
go to bed after apparently win-
ning the campaign for the District 
2 seat in the 10th Judicial District.

The other contested judicial 
race will go to a run-off.

Ashley County has a total of 
11,083 registered voters, and 
3,814 of those — approximately 
34 percent — turned out to the 

polls. 
Ashley County Assistant Clerk 

Wanda Rush that in the 2016 
presidential primary election 
approximately 3,800 people who 
showed up just in early voting, 
not counting Election day.

“We had more people just in 
the early voting numbers than we 
did in this entire election,” Rush 
said.

When it came to the voters’ 
choices, in the 10th Judicial 
District’s Division 2 race, Laurie 
Bridewell won outright with 
52.30 percent of the unofficial 
votes totals. 

In all five counties the 10th 

JDC covers, 12,872 people cast 
votes, of which Bridewell 
received 6,732. Her opponents 
split the remainder of the vote, 
with Priscilla Abernathy receiv-
ing 2,137 and Frank Spain gar-
nering 4,003 votes. 

In Ashley County Bridewell 
received 1,994 votes, Abernathy 
received 491 and Spain 1,238. 
Bridewell and Spain ran close 
races in Drew, Bradley and 
Ashley counties, but in Chicot 
County Bridewell had 1,629 
votes to Spain’s 317 and in Desha 
County she had 1002 to his 588.

The 10th JDC’s Division 1 race 

Bridewell wins Division 2 judicial race
Hamilton, Puryear face runoff for Division 1 judge’s bench;
Biden led Ashley County in race for Democratic nomination

RECOVERY

Deadline near 
for application to 
January tornado 

relief program
SPECIAL TO THE OBSERVER

The time for homeowners and rent-
ers in Ashley County who affected by 
the severe storms and tornadoes Jan. 
10 and 11 to apply for assistance 
through the state of Arkansas is draw-
ing to a close. 

The period for individuals whose 
primary residence was destroyed or 
made uninhabitable in the storms to 
apply to the Arkansas Individual 
Assistance Program will close Friday, 
March 6, 2020.  

In order to be eligible for state 
disaster assistance funds applicants 
must first apply for assistance through 
the Small Business Administration.

Assistance may include home 
repairs, cleaning, household debris 
removal, personal property repair and 
primary transportation repair.  
Business, second homes, vacation 
homes, sheds and outbuildings are not 
eligible for disaster assistance funds.

Affected residents can apply by 
contacting the call center hotline 8 
a.m. through 4 p.m. on weekdays at 
1-888-683-ADEM (2336).  

Residents can also apply in person 
at the Disaster Recovery Center locat-
ed inside the Ashley County 
Courthouse Annex at 205 E. Jefferson 
St. in Hamburg.  

The last day the recovery center 
will be open is Thursday, March 5, 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

Applicants will need to provide the 
address of the damaged home, insur-
ance information, social security num-
ber and detailed damage information.  

Residents will also be asked to pro-
vide a phone number and email 
address.

State: No coronavirus cases, but ADH is prepared
BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Arkansas Department of Health 
officials report that as of Tuesday 
the state still has no confirmed 
cases of the COVID-19 virus, 
which is commonly referred to as 
coronavirus.

The department’s public reports 
about the illness said one person 
is currently being tested, three 
have tested negative for it, and the 
ADH is monitoring 61 people 
with daily check-ins and guid-
ance.

The department characterizes 
the 61 people who are being mon-
itored as “travelers.”

The illness causes flu-like 
symptoms, including a lower 
respiratory infection that is 

accompanied with a fever. It has a 
fatality incidence of approximate-
ly 3.4 percent.

The coronavirus outbreak, 
which has spread to a 
number of countries 
across the world 
through person-to-
person spread, origi-
nated in Wuhan City, 
Hubei Province, 
China, in December. 
Major incidences of 
infection are also 
ongoing in Italy, Iran and the 
Korean peninsula, among other 
areas.

In a print statement from his 
office Friday, Gov. Asa Hutchinson 
said the ADH had designated 74 
employees to work exclusive on 
COVID-19.

“The Department of Health 
considers every report significant 
and will work with the appropriate 
partners to investigate each,” 
Hutchinson said. “In the event 
there is a confirmed case, the 
department will publicize that 
information as soon as possible. 
The health of the general public is 
its first responsibility.”

The World Health Organization 
reported Tuesday that more than 
90,000 people have been diag-
nosed with the infection.  More 
than 100 cases have been diag-
nosed across 15 states in the 
United States, and nine people 
have died from it within U.S. bor-
ders. Approximately 3,000 people 
have succumbed to the illness 
worldwide.

Hutchinson said the state health 

department would ask those who 
exhibit COVID-19 symptoms to 
voluntarily remain in quarantine 
at home for 14 days.

“Those who test positive for the 
illness will be ordered to remain 
in isolation in their home,” he 
said. “If an infected person refus-
es to remain in isolation and 
endangers the health of the gen-
eral population, agents of the 
health department or law enforce-
ment may get involved.

“We all can take the simple, 
common-sense precautions to pre-
vent the spread of coronavirus 
that we take to avoid spreading a 
cold or the flu. For instance, cover 
your mouth and nose with a tissue 
when you cough or sneeze, throw 
away the tissue, and wash your 

Hutchinson

See CORONAVIRUS, Page 5

A poll worker explains a voting machine to 
a voter before she begins casting her ballot 
Tuesday. 

VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer

EAGLES FLY 
HIGH...again

Classmates, fans 
gather to see Lady 
Eagles off to state 
hoops tournament

The Crossest School District and City of Crossest worked together 
on Tuesday to give the Lady Eagles Basketball team a parade-
like send off to the 4A State Basketball Tournament in Farming-
ton. Students formed lines from Crossett High School to Crossett 
Middle School to cheer and hold up spirit signs as the bus drove 
through both school campuses to Main Street. The Crossett Police 
Department’s Shelbi Strebeck and Josh Warren led the bus down 
Main Street with police sirens on  as community members gath-
ered along the streets to say goodbye and good luck to the team.   
“I will never forget this feeling and I know this meant everything 
to my players,” Coach Shanae Govan said.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

See ELECTION, Page 14


