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Fountain Hill 
water system 

affected by 
massive leak

Neighboring rural 
system providing 
service to area

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

The Fountain Hill water system was 
temporarily disabled this week after 
what has been characterized as a major 
leak disrupted the system.

The leak was first detected 
Monday evening. 
The Fountain 
Hill system 
was soon after 
connected to 
the Hamburg 
Rural Water 
system to allow 
Fountain Hill 
residents to 
maintain water 
service.

Hamburg Director of Public Works 
Jimmy Hargis said the two cities 
already had an existing link that 
allowed them to share water.

“We have a health department-
approved connection with them,” 
Hargis said. “Basically we have to 
open a valve and they have a connec-
tion…I am supplying them with water 
right now and they are looking for 
their leak.”

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Members of the Hamburg Economic 
Development Team told the Ashley County Quorum 
Court that they want to use a county-owned build-
ing to house a health center for the eastern end of 
the county.

Economic Development Team members Inez 
Barnes and Leslie Foote appeared before the Court 
to discuss their plans to locate the health center in 
the old True Value Building next to the county 
equipment yard.

Barnes said the project is being done in collabo-
ration with Ashley County Medical Center, which 
already has an exercise-based wellness center in 
Crossett. People in the eastern end of the county 
would use such a center in Hamburg if it was avail-

able, she said, including a number of ACMC 
employees who live in the area.

If the project can move forward, the 
HEDT will improve the building, 
which will need significant remodel-
ing to serve the purpose, Barnes 
said. It will need ceilings 
installed, as well as walls in 
some places, and in some plac-
es mirrors will be installed 
similar to what one sees in 
gyms.

“Everybody can gain from 
this,” she said. “I think it is a 
good proposal, a fair use proposal.”

Barnes said the big holdup at the moment is that 
the HEDT is waiting for an opinion from the state 
attorney general’s office to make sure the arrange-

ment between the group and county can be made. 
That’s why they were addressing the Quorum on 

Tuesday, she said.
“We are trying to clear the path 

just so that if it does go through, 
everybody will know what we are 
trying to do,” Barnes said.

Justice of the Peace Ron Miller 
said he thought the idea is a really 
good proposal.

“It has been my focus for two 
years, but every time I get it mov-
ing we have to stop,” Barnes said.

During the Court’s meeting, 
Justice Jeff Langley said the county is set to receive 
$3.8 million from the federal government in con-
nection with the American Rescue Plan.

Health center project awaits attorney general’s opinion

RODEO QUEENS CROWNED

See WATER, Page 3
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Crossett Parks and 
Rec reorganized 

under public works; 
Harrison to lead

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

The City of Crossett is reorganizing 
its internal structure so that the Parks 
and Recreation Department is now 
part of the Public Works Department.

Along with the restructuring is the 
appointment of a new Parks Director, 
though in this case he’s not a new face 
in City Hall. The Crossett 
City Council voted 
Monday evening to 
appoint Public Works 
Director Jeff Harrison as 
the director of the parks 
department and to give 
him a $10,000 annual pay 
bump.

The former parks director, Larry 
Cantley, has resigned from his director 
position and has taken a role as a 
worker within the department. Crossett 
Mayor Crystal Marshall said Cantley’s 
move was “an amicable situation” and 
called the reorganization “a win for 
everybody.”

“I really want to express how grate-
ful I am and how grateful the City of 
Crossett is for Mr. Cantley’s service 
and that he is staying on as a labor 
hand because of his experience,” she 
said.

Marshall said she had spent a con-
siderable amount of time and energy 
figuring out a plan that would be in the 
best interest of Crossett, and that hav-
ing Harrison head the parks department 
under the public works banner instead 
of hiring a new director would not only 
streamline operations but would save 
the city money. Only having to pay an 
additional $10,000 instead of a full 
director’s salary and benefits are, “an 
incredible value,” she said.

See PARKS, Page 5

Harrison

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Every vote counts — or at least every five votes.
That was the margin that decided the Hamburg spe-

cial mayoral election Tuesday, June 8.
In unofficial results, the apparent winner, David 

Streeter, took 270 votes to the 265 ballots the other 
contender in the race, Keith Long, was able to claim. In 
terms of percentages, those five votes are represented 
by decimal points — 50.4672 percent to 49.53 percent.

The results are considered unofficial because they 
have not been certified by the Ashley County Election 
Commission. The commission will certify the election 
at 11 a.m. Friday, June 11.

“I feel relieved; I feel 
blessed,” Streeter said shortly 
after the results were tabulated. 
“I have had so much help.”

The election to fill the may-
or’s chair had to be called after 
former Mayor Dane Weindorf 
died Feb. 20 at 74. The new 
mayor will serve through at least Dec. 31, 2022; he will 
be eligible to run for the office again that fall. City 
Clerk Peggy Akers has been serving as acting mayor 
until the election was completed.

The apparent mayor-elect said he’s eager to get to 
work.

“I am ready to get out and find out all the citizens 
concerns and see what I can do to fill and meet those 
(needs),” Streeter said. “What I have found as I have 
campaigned is that everybody’s priorities are in a dif-
ferent direction, and you can’t look at someone’s prob-
lem as not a priority, because it is to them.”

Streeter is currently the Director of Student Services/
Affairs at the University of Arkansas at Monticello 
College of Technology-Crossett. He said Tuesday he 
plans to resign his position at the college once the votes 
are certified.

He is married to Tracy Streeter, the Hamburg School 
District’s superintendent of schools. Three generations 
of his family have been Hamburgians, and he is a dea-
con at First Baptist Church of Hamburg, the Sunday 
School Director and sings in the choir.

The vote count represents approximately 41 percent 
of the city’s electorate. Hamburg had a total of 1,292 
eligible voters in the election.

A significant number of the ballots were cast during 
the early voting period, June 1 to 4 and Monday, June 
8. More than two-thirds of Streeter’s ballots — 176 — 
were cast during that time, while just over half — 50.5 
percent — of Long’s ballots, 134, were voted during 
the same period.

In Election Day voting, Streeter’s supporters added 
86 to his vote count; Long’s backers showed up to give 
him 118 more. During the day, backers and well-wish-
ers for both candidates lined both sides of Main Street 

STREETER WINS BY RAZOR THIN MARGIN
Unofficial results say Hamburg’s next mayor claimed election by five votes

Miss Crossett PRCA Rodeo 2020-2021 Ashley Hollis 
places a sash on the new Miss Crossett Rodeo, Addi-
son Gray of Hamburg, during the rodoe queen crowning 
ceremony on Saturday, June 5. Above, Mabry Davis of 
Hamburg, who was crowned Teen Miss Crossett PRCA 
Rodeo Queen, rides around the Cap Gates Arena during 
the grand entrance Saturday. VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer

See QUORUM, Page 3

Hamburg mayoral candidates David Streeter and Keith Long talk shortly after unofficial election 
results were announced Tuesday, June 8. Streeter appeared to carry the election with 270 votes to 
265 votes. Below, members of the Ashley County Election Commission work to finalize the unof-
ficial vote count Tuesday night. The commission will meet Friday to certify the results, at which 
time they will be considered official. VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer

“I feel relieved; 
I feel blessed. I 
have had so 
much help.” 

-David Streeter, 
Hamburg mayor elect

See ELECTION, Page 5


