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The Ashley County Fair kicked 
off last weekend with its 
Horsemanship Pageant.

This year’s pageant ended with 
Katelyn Barnett, the 2017 Miss 
Ashley County Horsemanship, 
crowning Paige Thompson as the 
2018 queen. Teen Miss ACH Ashley 
Hollis passed along her crown to 
Taylor Blankenship. 

Thompson said she chose to enter 
the pageant because of the college 
scholarships offered, and she was 
happy to represent Ashley County as 
the horsemanship queen. 

Blankenship said she plans to 
travel to rodeos with the Crossett 
PRCA queen, Jalyn White, to repre-
sent her title as Teen Miss ACH.

Braley Moffatt was crowned as 
the 2018 Sweetheart Miss ACH 
queen and Brianna Jerry was 
crowned as ACH princess. 

Jerry said it was her very first 
rodeo style pageant and she was 
happy to win it. 

Paige Thompson, right, won the title of queen at the 2018 Ashley County Horse-
manship Pageant. Other winners included, from left, Princess Brianna Jerry, 
Sweetheart Braley Moffatt and Teen Miss ACH Taylor Blankenship.
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County fair kicks off with horsemanship pageant

Moffatt also won overall horse-
manship and Thompson won overall 
interview. Erin Hillman of Hamburg 
won the overall modeling award.  

The horsemanship pageant, under 
the direction of Terri Clark, that has 
been the opening event for the 
Ashley County Fair for the last three 

years.
The horsemanship portion of the 

pageant was Saturday afternoon. 
The contestants were asked to show 
their knowledge of horses as well as 
display their riding skills. 

“It went great; we were praying 
and crossing our fingers that it would 
not rain,” Clark said. 

The interviews and modeling por-
tion of the pageant happened later in 
the evening, and the queens were 
announced during the final event of 
the night. 

Clark said she thinks the pageant 
went well and she was happy with 
this year’s turnout. 

“I think it was a great year; we are 
still growing, it’s still new, but I 
think overall we had a great year,” 
Clark said. 

The queens are required to ride 
and carry flags in the Ashley County 
Fair parade and attend the Second 
Sunday Dinner at the fairgrounds. 

They are also required to attend 
the Hamburg and Crossett rodeos 
and parades, and ride in the Crossett 
and Hamburg Christmas parades. 
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The Crossett Police Department is 
urging residents to lock their cars 
after a string of car thefts in the last 
month.

Three vehicles in Crossett were 
stolen from homes in the city limits 
and in the county outside the city 
limits over the last three weeks. 

CPD Investigator Shelbi Hust said 
that the first incident 
happened at the end of 
August and that they 
believe all three thefts 
are related. 

“All the vehicles have 
been recovered; they 
mainly just took them 
for a joy ride and dumped 
them off somewhere,” Hust said. 

In all three thefts, the keys were 
left inside the unlocked vehicle. 

“They didn’t really break into the 
vehicles,” Hust said. “They entered 
into them. They were all unlocked.”

Two of the incidents were inside 
the city limits, with one on Cedar 
street and another on West Ninth. The 
third incident happened in West 
Crossett on Marais Saline Road. 

Of the two vehicles stolen within 
the city limits, one of the vehicles 
was recovered on Stephens Road in 
West Crossett and the other was 
recovered on Laney Road in West 
Crossett.
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Ashley County voters will no longer 
have to report to a specific precinct to 
cast ballots in future elections.

Instead, they will be able to choose 
from a number of designated Vote 
Centers.

The Ashley County Quorum Court 
adopted an ordinance Tuesday that 
allows the Ashley County 
Election Commission to 
start the centers.

Election Commissioner 
Mike Smith brought a 
request for the change 
before the Quorum, say-
ing the switch would 
make voting easier.

“If (voters) have some 
unforeseen travel and are not able to get 
back to their precinct, they can still cast 
their vote,” he said. “Hopefully it will 
increase voter turnout and participation.”

State law allows for the creation of the 
Vote Centers, but requires that, “The 
County has a secure electronic connec-
tion significant to prevent an elector 
from voting more than once and an 
unauthorized access to a computerized 
registration book maintained by the 
County Clerk.”

Smith said he believes the county is 
capable of handling the change.

“With the technology we have in 
place now, that is something we could 
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After a discussion in which some 
justices said they do not believe taxpayer 
money is being well spent at Ashley 
County Medical Center, two members 
of the Ashley County Quorum Court 
voted against extending the lease of the 
county-owned facility to the foundation 
that operates it.

Justices Ronnie Wheeler and Hiram 
Taylor voted against extending the lease, 
while justices Rhonda Pippen and Ricky 
Sims abstained. The remaining seven 
justices voted for the extension.

Ashley County owns the ACMC 
facility, but the Crossett Health 
Foundation has a 10-year lease on “the 
hospital and supporting facilities, equip-
ment, assets and accounts,” according to 

the ordinance adopted Tuesday. Every 
year, the Quorum Court reviews the 
lease and extends it by another year so 
that — even though the 
initial lease was signed in 
1998 — the lease will now 
be valid through Sept. 15, 
2028.

Crossett Health 
Foundation has not 
defaulted on the lease, but 
Wheeler said Tuesday he 
has concerns that the hospital’s adminis-
tration is not being transparent about 
how it spends the quarter-cent sales tax 
voters adopted for maintenance and 
capital improvements at the hospital. 
The tax was last renewed in February 
2016.

“The citizens need to be aware that I 
don’t believe the quarter-cent sales tax is 

being spent with good stewardship,” 
Wheeler said, telling the court that when 
the hospital administration asked for the 
tax, they agreed to spend half of the 
annual tax revenues and to put half  into 
savings. 

The administration also agreed to 
send the Quorum Court a monthly report 
of the projects, costs and balances asso-
ciated with the tax funds, Wheeler said.

That hasn’t happened, he said, telling 
the court that of $8 million collected 
over the years, less than $70,000 
remained earlier this year. 

“I believe there needs to be some 
more money collected in that account 
before any more is added to that build-
ing,” Wheeler said. “The citizens of this 
county own that building.”

During the discussion, County Judge 
Jim Hudson said a review of the minutes 

from the meeting in which the hospital 
reportedly agreed to such a stipulation 
show that it is not in the ordinance but 
that the hospital had agreed to submit 
the reports.

Taylor suggested that the Quorum get 
the hospital administration’s attention 
by adopting an ordinance requiring such 
reports, but Justice Carlton Lawrence 
said such a move may not be necessary.

“I wouldn’t mind if our attorney stud-
ied this (to see) if the hospital is meeting 
their legal obligations,” he said. “I want 
someone who has read the documents 
and is a legal authority to tell me if the 
hospital is meeting their obligations.”

Justice Jeff Langley, who serves as 
the Quorum’s representative on the hos-
pital board, said the issue is that the 
building belongs to the county, but “if 

Quorum split on renewing hospital lease
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Voters in Hamburg — at least 
those who showed up — over-
whelmingly passed a one-cent sales 
tax designated to fund ambulance 
service in the county.

At the close of the polls Tuesday, 
205  ballots had been cast for the 
measure and 21 against. Hamburg 
has 1,554 registered voters, which 
means approximately 14 percent of 
those eligible to vote participated 
in the election.

Mayor Dane Wiendorf expressed 
relief that the referendum passed.

“First, I’m going to 
thank God and then 
we’ll go from there,” 
Weindorf said. 

On the ballot, voters 
had a choice of answer-
ing that they were for 
or against the proposal 
as worded:

“Adoption of a one 
percent local sales and use tax 
within the City of Hamburg, 
Arkansas, the net collections of 
which after deduction of the admin-
istrative charges of the State of 
Arkansas and required rebates, to 
be used by the City for one or more 
of the following: (a) fund the oper-
ating expenses of an ambulance 
service to be operated by or on 
behalf of the City; (b) fund the 
City’s contribution to the ambu-
lance services operations of an 
emergency medical healthcare 
facilities board under the Public 
Facilities Board Act; (c) fund the 
City’s contribution to provision of 
emergency medical services to its 
residents and the residents of 
Ashley County, surrounding coun-

HAMBURG VOTES ‘YES’ ON EMS ISSUE
Nearly 91 percent of votes in favor of one-cent sales tax for ambulance service

An ambulance adorned with signs imploring voters to ratify a one-cent sales tax to fund ambulance service stood at the corner 
of Main Street and Arkansas 8 Tuesday. At the end of the day, 205 votes had been cast in favor of the tax, while 21 were against.
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ties, and municipalities within 
those counties, but only if the gov-
erning bodies of such counties and 
municipalities request, authorize 
and contract with the City for the 
provision of such services under 
applicable Arkansas law; (d) fund 
the acquisition of equipment and 
capital improvements for the oper-
ation of an ambulance services 
operated by or on behalf of the 
City, and (e) fund the City’s obli-
gation under contracts for other 
entities to provide ambulance ser-

vices to or for the benefit of resi-
dents of the City and surrounding 
areas.”

Now that the proposal has been 
ratified,  the future ambulance ser-
vice will be discussed at the city 
council’s regularly scheduled 
meeting Sept. 24. 

Weindorf said he foresees creat-
ing a committee. Weindorf said 
he’s already selected three council 
members and plans to select two 
residents to create a committee 
that can review the ambulance 

options in-depth and report to the 
council.  

“Now we’ve got the money, we 
just have to decide what to do with 
it,” Weindorf said. 

Weindorf said at this point they 
don’t know if the city will create 
their own service or if they will 
contract with a private company or 
another city. 

“Crossett could bid on it and we 
would pay them,” Weindorf said.

Weindorf said the city will 

Weindorf
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