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(a socially distant) 

SENIOR YEAR

The closure of the schools and quarantine that followed the 
spring COVID-19 outbreak significantly altered the senior year 
for the class of 2020. While they weren’t able to participate in 
many traditional rites of passage related to their upcoming 
graduation, the City of Crossett and the Crossett School Dis-
trict arranged for Crossett High School’s graduating seniors to 
have a parade to celebrate their accomplishments last Friday. 
Among those who participated in the parade were, clockwise, 
William Vargas, Haleigh Boston, Willie Taylor, Trey Chatman, 
and Zeke Hopper. VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

Crossett faces possible $300K budget shortfall
VAL GAUGHT 

REPORTER

The City of Crossett is projected 
to have a $300,000 shortfall in the 
budget as a result of COVID-19’s 
impact on the economy. 

Mayor Crystal Marshall said 
that her office had been working 
directly with the Arkansas 
Municipal League to get a project-
ed forecast, and that after looking 
at the three major incomes that the 
city receives they realized that the 
city needed to be proactive with 
the budget.

“In these unprecedented and try-
ing times, COVID-19 has  impact-
ed and shaped every aspect of our 
lives and the city is no exception,” 
Marshall said. 

Marshall said the city has three 
major streams of revenue. One of 
those is the fuel tax, which was 
projected to fall 30 
percent in the months 
of April, May and 
June and 20 percent 
from July through 
December. 

“The state gets 70 
percent, the city gets 
15 and the county 
gets 15, but nobody is driving so 
we are not getting that,” Marshall 
said. 

“What the municipal league told 
us about a month ago is to expect a 
30 percent decline in (fuel tax) for 
the next three months and then a 
20 percent decline for the follow-
ing six months.”

 The other two major incomes 
come from general turnback 
funds and sales tax. 

“For the general turnback, which 
is a much lower one, they said to 
expect 40 percent for the next three 
months and 20 for the following 
six, Marshall said. 

“On sales tax they said it’s real-
ly questionable, but we are safe if 
we plan for a 10 percent decline,” 
she said. 

Marshall said that she wanted to 
remain hopeful that sales tax would 
not drop as much projected, but 
that it was important to plan ahead. 

In light of the projected declines, 
Marshall, Deputy Clerk Lisa 
Gulledge, and city accountant 
Mark Terrell met with all of the 
department heads to evaluate the 

most efficient way to trim the bud-
get to fit the projections. 

“One of the things I’m most 
proud of is that we all sat down as 
a team to shave the budget as care-
fully as we could to have little 
impact on our citizens,” Marshall 
said. “It’s never easy to make cuts, 
but everyone came together on 
this.” 

Marshall said there were a few 
employee vacancies that had 
opened up in recent months that 
the city was preparing to fill. 
Public Works Director Jeff 
Harrison said that he had three in 
streets and sanitation, but instead 
of filling those he just moved some 
people around which allowed for 
him to free up more than $70,000 

Marshall

See BUDGET, Page 6A

CHS teacher 
charged with 
sexual assault 

of student

CRIME

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

A former Crossett teacher was 
arrested May 14 and charged with 
sexual assault. 

Crossett Police Department 
Investigator Matt Brooks, said Ryne 
Rainey was brought in for question-
ing Thursday and following the inter-
view was arrested and 
charged with second 
degree sexual assault. 

Brooks said the CPD 
received a report from 
the Arkansas State 
Police Crimes against 
Children Division Abuse 
Hotline in reference to 
inappropriate activity between a male 
teacher at Crossett High School and a 
17-year-old female student. 

Brooks said the school district is 
who made the report. 

“The first report of suspicious 
activity was in March and after the 
school got more information and evi-
dence they reported it again in April,” 
Brooks said. 

The inappropriate activity alleg-
edly occurred in February and March.

“It happened on several occasions 
in February and March,” Brooks said. 

Rainey went before Judge Reid 
Harrod on Thursday for a probable 
cause hearing during which Harrod 
determined that there was enough 
probable cause for an arrest. 

Brooks said Rainey was released 
later that afternoon on a $5,000 bond.

The Crossett School Board accept-
ed Rainey’s resignation on May11 
during their regular monthly board 
meeting. 

In addition to teaching, Rainey, 
who was in his first year in Crossett, 
served as an assistant coach for CHS 
athletics.

Rainey

Council position 
now open, to 

be filled by 
appointment

GOVERNMENT

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

Crossett Mayor Crystal 
Marshall — who was sworn in to 
fill the vacancy left by late mayor 
Scott McCormick’s death last 
month — officially resigned her 
position on the Crossett City 
Council Monday.

 The resignation means the city 
now has 30 days to fill the vacant 
council seat. 

Marshall said that she is strong-
ly committed to teamwork and by 
resigning her position as council 
member it allows the council to 
add someone else to the team.  

“Though the attorney general 
opinion on the matter is that I do 
not have to resign my seat on 
council, I believe it is the right 
thing for me to do,” Marshall said 
during Monday night’s meeting.

The council accepted her resig-
nation and announced that they 
would be taking applications for a 
new council member to fill her 
seat. 

The new member will have to 
live in the proper zone, which 
Marshall said is the Lakewood 
and Oakhurst area. Those wishing 
to apply for the seat or who have 
questions about the exact resident 
requirements may contact City 
Hall. 

See COUNCIL, Page 5A

Crossett’s sports 
complex to be
renamed after 

Scott McCormick

COMMUNITY

BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The Crossett Sports Complex 
will be getting a new sign bearing 
a new name in the coming months. 

The Crossett City Council voted 
on Monday to name the sports 
complex  a f te r 
Crossett’s late mayor, 
Scott McCormick, 
who died last month. 

Mayor Crystal 
Marshall proposed the 
idea to the council and 
asked that the mem-
bers consider it. 

P a r k s  a n d 
Recreation Director Larry Cantley 
said that it had been suggested 
years back that the complex be 
named in his honor, but Mayor 
McCormick had opposed the 
move. 

“Even though he may have been 
against it when he was here, I 
would like to think now he would 
appreciate being remembered,” 
Marshall said. 

Councilman Dale Martinie said 
that he couldn’t think of anyone 
who would be more fitting for the 
position and he made a motion 
supporting the move, which was 

See COMPLEX, Page 5A

McCormick

BY VERSHAL HOGAN

MANAGING EDITOR

State health officials are encour-
aging Arkansans who need to seek 
medical treatment not to hesitate 
going to the doctor or hospital.

Arkansas State Health Officer 
Nathan Smith said Monday that 
hospitals and health care providers 
in the state are facing a crisis of 
confidence from the public in light 
of the ongoing COVID-19 out-
break.

The problem, he said, is that lack 
of confidence is unearned.  

“Our hospitals have taken great 
measures to protect their staff and 
patients,” he said, noting that hos-
pitals are screening all patients for 
COVID.

“Our hospitals are not places to 
avoid. They are places for people to 
come if they need (help).”

Ashley County Medical Center 
Marketing Director Caitlin Martin 
said ACMC and all of its clinics are 
taking every precaution to ensure 

patients and employees are safe.
“Upon arrival at the hospital, 

patients are screened at the door, 
asked a list of screening questions, 
as well as getting their temperature 
taken, and given a mask,” Martin 
said. 

“The mask must be worn at all 
times while in the building. The 
clinics are offering telehealth visits 
as well as drive thru clinics, bring-
ing patients inside the building 
when needed. All ACMC personnel 
are wearing appropriate PPE. 

“Our Environmental Services 
team is working hard to make sure 
surfaces are disinfected. We are 
extremely proud of the hard work 
and dedication by our staff. We 
believe our clinics and the hospital 
are some of the safest places any-
where, so we encourage people to 
not hold off their medical care and 
see their providers.”

Smith said he understands that 
not everyone is eager to approach a 
medical facility at this time.

“I realize there are a lot of people 
who are reluctant to get the care 
they need, whether it is in a hospi-
tal or a clinic, but we want to 
encourage people to get the care 
they need.”

As of Tuesday, the state of 
Arkansas had seen 102 deaths that 
were attributable to COVID-19. 
Ashley County has seen 19 con-
firmed cases of the disease, and 17 
recoveries; no one has died from 
COVID in the county.

Tuesday saw the total number of 

Gov. Asa Hutchinson, right, discusses the trend of new COVID-19 cases during his 
daily news conference May 19.

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR/Submitted

See COVID, Page 6A

Health officials: Don’t avoid health care you need


