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REPORTER

A Crossett woman died following 
a car crash on Main Street in Crossett 
on Monday evening.

Mary Jones, 60, was pronounced 
dead at Ashley County Medical 
Center following the incident.

Reports at the Crossett Police 
Department say officers responded 
to the single-vehicle accident at 
approximately 3:45 p.m. Jan. 13.

The investigating officer, Jason 
Britton, reported that he observed a 
maroon SUV traveling south in the 
northbound inside travel lane at a 
high rate of speed. Britton attempted 
to make a traffic stop on the vehicle, 
but the vehicle continued to travel 
south until it left the roadway on the 
east side of Main Street and struck a 

school crossing sign south of 9th Ave.
Britton reported that the vehicle then 

crossed traffic lanes and traveled 
approximately 782 feet, where it struck 
a no parking sign on the west side of 
Main Street and continued 27 feet to its 
final resting place.

The driver, Jones, was transported by 
ambulance to Ashley County Medical 
Center, where she was pronounced 
dead. Britton said that he spoke with the 
coroner, who gave the opinion that 
Jones had died of natural causes and 
stated that no autopsy was needed.

Multiple witnesses saw the incident 
and reported stories similar to Britton’s 
report.

Jones was a Head Start teacher in 
Crossett.

Officers said that no one else was 
injured and no other vehicles were 
involved. 

Crossett Assistant Police Chief Jerry Bortel investigates a wreck Monday while 
workers with Pierce Towing clean up the scene in Main Street. Mary Jones, 60, of 
Crossett died following the single-vehicle incident. The vehicle struck a tree.

VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer

Main Street wreck claims Crossett woman’s life

T
he old saying goes that there are no atheists in foxholes. For Misty Winters, that 

holds true for tornadoes. 

In the early morning hours of Saturday morning, Winters was sleeping in her 

bed. Her son, Gage, was 

sleeping in the bedroom 

as well.

It had been raining, 

but then the wind out-

side started to pick up, 

really howling through 

the Snyder community. 

The dust and debris 

blown in by the storm 

was hitting the house so 

strongly that the stacca-

to of it made her think it 

was hailing. 

“He said, ‘That 

storm is really picking 

up,’” Winters said, 

referring to John Nelms, 

who was at the house 

and suggested they get 

up.

They did. That was when the house seemed to come down around them. 

A massive tree outside the residence had fallen through the roof. 

Pointing to the bed where the tree’s thick branches rested Monday morning, Winters then 

gestured to Nelms outside, who was working to dismantle the tree with a chainsaw.

“That branch is where he had been not three seconds before,” she said.

Another tree had fallen and punched a much smaller hole in the roof on the other end of 

the house, so the three gathered up blankets and pillows and laid down on the living room 

floor, spending the night watching rain fall in the kitchen.

 Nelms said she’d never been afraid of storms before, but surviving the experience could 

only be attributed to the supernatural.

“If you don’t believe in God, let me tell you my story,” she said.

The Snyder residents weren’t alone in their experience. They had been hit by an EF2 

tornado that started northeast of Hamburg, tracking along Ashley 70 before running along 

U.S. 82 until it completed a 20-mile track near the Chicot County line. It lasted from 3:07 

a.m. to 3:28 a.m.

Along the way it wreaked destruction, snapping trees and high-tension lines, and two 

mobile homes were destroyed in its wake. One of the hones was thrown 15 to 20 feet from 

its foundation. Its peak winds reached 130 miles per hour and it was 1,000 yards at its widest.

The National Weather Service also confirmed three EF1 tornadoes landed in Ashley 

County that morning, and a straight-line wind event caused further damage in other locations.

The National Weather Services’ preliminary survey said the first tornado of the morning 

was in West Crossett. 

That EF-1 touched down at 2:45 a.m. and moved 4.47 miles before stopping approxi-

mately  2:52 a.m. The report says the storm began west of Ashley 286 and traveled east 

towards Hancock Road. The storm crossed Hancock and 

FOUR FURIOUS FUNNELS

Tornadoes wreck havoc 

across Ashley County, 

recovery is ongoing

At top, John Nelms works to dismantle a tree that has 
fallen on a roof. At right, Misty Winters shows where 
Nelms was standing seconds before a tornado knocked 
the tree into her bedroom. At bottom, a large piece of 
metal debris blocks the street across from First United 
Methodist Church in Hamburg. The National Weather 
Service has confirmed four tornadoes touched down in 
Ashley County early Saturday  morning.
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Justices told 
radio repeaters 
moved to new 

location
BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The Ashley County Quorum Court 
heard an update from the jail commit-
tee during the quorum’s regular meet-
ing. 

Justice Rhonda Pippen told the quo-
rum that the radio repeaters that had 
been on top of a building at Georgia 
Pacific had to be moved recently. 

Georgia Pacific notified several 
groups in recent months to let them 
know that the certain buildings and 
boilers would be demolished. 

Some of the communication devic-
es discussed when the announcement 
was made months ago included the 
school’s bus garage transmitters as 
well as the sheriff’s office repeaters. 

Pippen said the repeaters were 
located on top of a toilet paper build-
ing, but had now been moved tempo-
rarily to a location in Felsenthal. 

Pippen also told the quorum that 
there was an issue with doors at the 
jail that needed remodeling or restruc-
turing so they can get in and out with-
out opening it up for inmates. Pippen 
said the sheriff would have bids to 
present at the next jail committee 
meeting. 

In other news:
4The county’s new garbage trucks 

will arrive next week. 
Earlier this month the county was 

using a truck and trailer to pick up 
trash because both trucks were down. 
They were both repaired to patch the 
county through until the new trucks 
could come in. 
4The quorum will have a budget 

clean-up meeting at 2:30 p.m. Jan. 31.

CROSSETT

School board 
votes to renew 
superintendent 

contract 
BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The Crossett School District 

board voted Monday to renew 

Superintendent of Schools Gary 

Williams’s contract. 

The board spent approximately 

half an hour in executive session 

Monday before returning to 

announce that William’s contract 

would be renewed for one more 

year under the terms and conditions 

of his previous contract.

The board also approved facility 

requests for two local organiza-

tions.

One of the requests was the use 

of the high school gym for the 

Crossett Area Chamber of 

Commerce’s annual banquet on Jan. 

23. 

Board member Eddie Goodson 

said he didn’t have a problem with 

it as long as a proper fee was set to 

compensate for the cost of putting 

carpet squares down. 

No exact fee was announced at 

the meeting, but the board instruct-

ed Williams to set a fee.

The other request approved was 

for the use of the football field. 

See SCHOOLS, Page 2


