
company, but he told the council that 
he had spoken with them Monday, 
and that they are continuing to move 
forward on engineering 
related to the Arkansas 
permitting process.

“They were hoping 
to break ground this 
time next year, that is 
assuming they receive 
the financing they are 
going to do,” he said.

“They are complete-
ly committed to building two 
plants here in Crossett. It is just a 
matter of permitting and getting 
financing. They have had contact 

with some pretty deep pockets in 
Arkansas, and they have been in 
contact with (the Arkansas 
Department of Environmental 
Quality).”

In addition to speaking about the 
bioenergy company, Smith said 
that, “Right now, we probably have 
more companies looking at Crossett 
than we have had at any one time.”

One of the interested businesses 
is a wood pellet company that has 
a dimensional lumber component. 
Smith said he did not know what 
their time frame for making a deci-
sion was.

Another pellet company is look-

ing at the area, and Smith said he 
has taken representatives of 
Crossett businesses to an existing 
plant associated with that company 
to see if they can contract for 
maintenance work there.

The Economic Development 
Foundation has also received a 
request for proposals from a com-
pany that works with magnesium 
products. 

That company will make a deci-
sion in February, he said.

A company that has committed 
to build a large solar farm in the 
area wants to meet with the council 
to discuss economic development 

incentives, Smith said. 
The company also wants the 

property to be annexed into the 
city.

“They want the property annexed 
before beginning work,” Smith 
said. “They want city services. We 
pushed pretty hard and they under-
stood it was important they be in 
the city limits. (The company) 
would have the city limits on two 
sides of their property anyway.”

Smith asked if the council would 
meet with the solar company at its 
next regular working session.

The next working session is 
scheduled for Oct. 14.
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Smith: New company committed to building in Crossett

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

A bioenergy company is “com-
pletely committed” to building two 
plants in Crossett, Crossett Economic 
Development Director Mike Smith 
told the Crossett City Council 
Monday.

Smith did not publicly name the 

Smith

Bioenergy business 
in engineering and 
permitting process

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The executive director of the 
Crossett Area Chamber of Commerce 
said the job fair the Chamber hosted 
last week was a success

Executive Director Mandy White 
said that approximately 26 business-
es attended the career fair and 
approximately 65 job seekers attend-
ed the event throughout the day. 

“Several of the companies told me 
they were able to get really good 
leads and make good contacts and 
overall they thought the event was 
very successful,” she said. 

While a large number of the attend-
ees were displaced Georgia Pacific 
workers, White said she met and 
spoke with several who were not con-
nected with GP. 

“There are a lot of people in our 
town looking for work and we want-
ed to help all of them,” she said

White said the Chamber is com-
mitted to helping anyone find 
employment and is closely working 
with the Arkansas Workforce. Those 
looking for resources or assistance 
with job seeking may visit the 
Chamber. 

 Additionally, the chamber is work-
ing to host workshops and resource-
ful events in the future. White said 
she hopes to soon host a resume writ-
ing workshop for those who need 
assistance with formatting resumes 
or writing cover letters. 

THE OTHER FAIR: Chamber hosts 
job event for those seeking employment

Though the Chamber is committed 
to helping the unemployed find work, 
White said she has not let that take 
away from her focus of adding new 
members and enhancing the network 
of businesses within the Chamber. 

White said that 12 more business-
es have joined the Chamber this 
quarter with still three weeks left to 
go before it ends. 

At the end of the month White will 
host her quarterly networking event 
which is meant to bring all of the 
chamber members together to col-
laborate and discuss ways to improve 

the Crossett economy. 
This quarter’s event will be a lun-

cheon and the speaker will focus on 
social media.  

White said her past events have 
been very successful and have been 
well received by Chamber members. 

“I want business owners to be able 
to come together, share ideas, discuss 
ways we can make improvements 
that benefit all of us,” White said. 

The event will be on Sept. 30 at 
the Crossett Economic Development 
Commission’s Community Center 
Building. 

An attendee stops at a booth at the Crossett Area Chamber of Commerce’s job fair 
last week. The fair was open to anyone, and 26 businesses were represented.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

FILLING 
THE 
BOOT

Members of the Unity-Frost Prairie Fire De-
partment hosted their annual fundraiser 
for the Muscular Dystrophy Association at 
Walmart in Crossett Saturday by asking peo-
ple to fill their boots with donations.

VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer

Council agrees 

faster action to 

clear derelict 

lots needed

CROSSETT

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Though they did not come to an 
official decision about protocol 
Monday night, members of the 
Crossett City Council signaled 
their approval of continuing the 
project to clean up abandoned and 
derelict properties around the city.

Crossett Code Enforcement 
Officer Tony Jones 
approached the council 
about the property at 
404 Oak St., asking the 
members if they want-
ed to grant the owner 
an extension to 
improve the property 
before the city tore it 
down.

“I have been working on this 
process of this house for two years, 
but all of a sudden he doesn’t want 
us to tear down,” Jones said. “It is 
up to the council if we want to pro-
ceed on or put him back on the list 
or move on.”

The Code Enforcement Office has 
gone through all of the necessary 
procedures to demolish the house, 
which is across from Crossett 
Learning Center, Jones said.

Jones

See CODE, Page 5

Hollimon tasked 
with ‘creative’ 
improvements 
in Crossett

COMMUNITY

See HOLLIMON, Page 2

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

A new Crossett employee has 
been hired to “brighten up” the city 
in more ways than one. 

Crossett City Councilwoman 
Crystal Marshall said that the city 
has hired Sarah Hollimon as a an 
assistant director for the Parks and 
Recreation Department. Hollimon 
will work directly under the director, 
Larry Cantley, and will predomi-
nantly be over the city pool, the 
farmer’s market, tennis courts and 
Centennial Park, but will also work 
in other areas of the city as well. 
Marshall said that the city’s main 
goal is to have someone employed 
who can work creatively to enhance 
the city.

Hollimon will wear many hats in 
her new position, but Marshall said a 
big thing she wants Hollimon to 

SPECIAL TO THE OBSERVER

U.S. Rep. Bruce Westerman 
(R-Ark.) and U.S. Rep. Abby 
Finkenauer (D-Iowa) introduced 
Monday the Rural Road Safety Act, 
which would provide federal funding 
for communities to make critical 
safety improvements to their rural 
roads.

“Whenever I’m driving back in 
my district, I see the dangers of trav-
eling on rural roads,” Westerman 
said. “This bipartisan bill will re-
implement investments that worked 
in the past, with the ulti-
mate goal of saving 
lives. Whether you are 
using a rural road for 
commuting, visiting 
friends or driving to the 
grocery store, these 
roads should be safe to 
drive on. As co-chair of 
the Road Safety Caucus, I’m glad to 
cosponsor this legislation with Rep. 
Finkenauer.”

The Rural Road Safety Act would 
ensure states are investing a portion 
of federal Highway Safety 
Improvement Program money into 
their high-risk rural roads by re-
establishing a set-aside which exist-
ed from 2005 to 2012. After the set-
aside was eliminated, rural road 
fatalities declined at a far slower 
rate. The bill will also update the 
2014 Rural Local and Tribal Roads 
Safety Toolkit to include new best 
practices for reducing fatalities on 
rural roads. This toolkit helps rural 
communities identify their safety 
needs and prioritize the safety proj-
ects that will work best for them.

“The data is clear: we can and 
must do more to make our rural 
roads safer for everyone – whether 
you’re a driver, a state trooper on 
duty, or working to improve our 
roads,” she said. “Congressman 
Westerman and I worked on this bill 
with the goal of saving lives. We 
looked at what previously worked, 
and we found that ensuring federal 
money gets invested into rural roads 
helped save lives. This bill is a return 
to what worked.”

Finkenauer and Westerman are 
both members of the House 
Committee on Transportation & 
Infrastructure, where Finkenauer 
serves as vice-chair of the Highways 
and Transit Subcommittee, and 
Westerman serves as ranking mem-
ber on the Water Resources and 
Environment Subcommittee. 
Westerman is also co-chair of the 
Road Safety Caucus.

When the bill was announced, 
spokespeople from the travel indus-
try voiced their support.

“It is clear more must be done to 
reduce fatalities on rural roadways,” 
said Cathy Chase, president, Advocates 
for Highway and Auto Safety. “We 
applaud (the Representatives) for intro-
ducing legislation that will empower 

Representatives 
federal funding 
bill to make 

rural roads safer

INFRASTRUCTURE

See ROAD BILL, Page 5

Westerman


