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The Crossett City Council has 
approved a $30,000 project for the 
Crossett Sports Complex and hopes 
to have construction completed by 
late March.

The  Crossett Softball League 
President Josh Hartley met with 
the Crossett City Council last week 
to propose the baseball and softball 
leagues joining with the city to 
complete upgrades at the complex. 

“A current topic that has come 
up at the complex several times is 
the abundance of sunshine and lack 
of shade,” Hartley said. 

 Hartley represented both leagues 

and presented a proposal to the 
council that the leagues would 
invest $7,500 each into two pavil-
ions that would provide shade if 
the city would contrib-
ute $15,000 towards 
the project. 

Hartley said the new 
facilities will be a nice 
addition to the com-
plex during the spring 
ball seasons and they 
will provide added pro-
tection from the sun and April 
showers. 

“A storm cloud can blow in at 
any moment and you are 700 yards 
from your vehicle,” Hartley said. 
The pavilions will also provide a 

space for teams to rest between 
games.  

Hartley said the baseball league 
already has tournaments on the 
schedule and the softball league is 
hoping to soon have a few of their 
own  tournaments on the calendar. 

“Our board is a new board, we 
are green, but we are stepping out 
to get our feet wet,” Hartley said. 

The two leagues had both dis-
cussed purchasing something tem-
porary or permanent for shade and 
decided it would be more aestheti-
cally pleasing if the two could go 
in together for the project.

The city council members agreed 
that the project needed to be well 
thought out. 

“If we do it, we want it to look 
good, we don’t want to just have 
shade,” Councilman Dale Martinie 
said. 

Hartley presented two different 
options to the council, one is a 
20-by-30-foot A-Frame pavilion 
and the other was a 24-by-24-foot 
“hip roof” pavilion. The second 
option is similar to the pavilions at 
the Monticello Sports complex, 
which some of the council mem-
bers said they thought looked very 
nice. 

Martinie also suggested design-
ing something to look similar to 
the concession stand that is already 
in place at the Crossett complex, a 

Crossett complex to get shade upgrade

Martinie

See COMPLEX, Page 5

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Governor 
signs new 
tax cut bill 
Tuesday

Ashley County’s 
legislators voted in 
favor of measure

STAFF REPORTS

Arkansas legislators voted last 
week to lower taxes for individual 
filers in the highest tax bracket, 
and Gov. Asa Hutchinson signed 
the bill into law Tuesday.

The House of 
Representatives passed 
Senate Bill 211 82-14 
last Thursday. Two 
members voted pres-
ent.

District 9 Rep. 
LeAnne Burch and 
District 11 Rep. Don 
Glover both voted for 
the measure in the 
House. District 26 
Sen. Eddie Cheatham 
likewise supported the 
bill when it was before 
the Senate. 

When it was signed, 
the bill started a pro-
cess will reduce the 
top tax rate from 6.9 
to 6.6 percent on Jan. 
1, 2020. The following 
year, it will drop again 
to 5.9 percent.  

Hutchinson sought 
the tax changes at the start of the 
session, saying that, of neighbor-
ing states, Arkansas had the high-
est top marginal individual income 
tax rates.

Burch

Glover

Cheatham

See TAXES, Page 5

‘They are making a difference’
Processing center offers employment opportunity for ACSW clients

Recycling in Ashley County doesn’t 
just help the planet. It also helps the 
community.

The Ashley County Skilled Workshop, a non-
profit organization located in Crossett, accepts 
many different kinds of items for recycling pur-
poses. But when residents donate items, not 
only are they contributing to the environment 
and giving the county landfill relief, but they 
are also supporting an organization that pro-
vides services for adults with disabilities. 

The ACSW has been serving adults with 
intellectual disabilities in Ashley and Chicot 
County for more than 40 years. The clients in 
ACSW’s program are given a number of oppor-
tunities to work for wages, and one of those job 
opportunities includes working in the recycling 
center. 

ACSW Executive Director Shannon 
Rodriguez said the clients enjoy being allowed 
to work and that it gives them a sense of pride. 

“They feel like they are a part of something 
and they are making a difference,” Rodriguez 
said.

One of the clients who works as a baler in the 
recycle center said he enjoys work so much he 
hates to leave.

“I love my job, I really love it and when it’s 
time to go home, I’m already waiting to come 
back, plus I make spending money,” said Ricky, 
an ACSW client. 

In addition to providing their clients with 
employment, the ACSW also provides transpor-
tation services, adult development education 
which includes everything from socialization to 
handling money and cooking, adult enrichment, 
evaluations and counseling and job training.

The clients are given the opportunity to work 
in the recycling center, the lawn care program, 
the retail store and other areas throughout the 
center.

Some of the clients create home décor or art 
work that is on sale in the retail area as well.  

Rodriguez said a work room was just remod-
eled so that the clients have a space to work on 
new skills such as furniture repair or sewing.

The organization is always looking for new 
ways to recycle items. Furniture repair is some-
thing new Rodriguez said ACSW is going to 
take on. 

Jeff Bilbo oversees the recycling center and 
has started working with the clients and teach-
ing them how to use basic tools. 

The ACSW has always accepted clothing and 

other items to use in their resale shop, but they 
also accept clothes that are torn or too worn to 
sell that they cut into shop rags or recycle in 
other ways. 

“Items of any kind of quality we try to do 
something with,” Bilbo said.

In addition to regular recycling items such as 
paper, plastic, cardboard and aluminum cans, 
community members are also encouraged to 
donate their broken furniture as well as cloth-
ing items to the center.  The center is not able 
to reupholster furniture, however, and is not 
accepting bedding or pillows at this time. 

Most items that can be recycled are labeled 
with a recycling logo that contains a number 
inside of it. 

Bilbo said it helps for the items donated to be 
sorted — such as paper in one bag and plastic 
in the other —  but also said they don’t want the 
sorting to discourage people from donating and 
will sort the items if needed. 

“Go ahead and bring it and we will sort 
through it here,” Bilbo said. 

One reason sorting is encouraged is to keep 
items such as paper from being damaged by 
liquid or something else that would prevent it 
from being recyclable. 

Items with lids such as laundry detergents, 
shampoo bottles, drinking bottles and milk jugs 
are okay to mix with paper, but aluminum cans 
sometimes still have drops of liquid that will 
drip on the paper items, which disqualifies the 
paper from being recycled.

They can also not accept cardboard that has 
been contaminated with food. 

“The easiest way I explain it is this, frozen 
pizza boxes, yes, but delivery boxes, no because 
they usually have cheese or grease on them,” 
Rodreiguez said. 

However, Rodriguez said that they didn’t 
want the rules or sorting to discourage anyone 

Above and below, clients and workers of the Ashley 
County Skilled Work Center load recycling balers at 
the ACSW location on Arkansas Street. The recycling 
center is one of the ways ACSW offers adults with dis-
abilities opportunities for employment.

See RECYCLE, Page 5
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Norman Park is under construction and 
residents of Hamburg will soon be able to 
enjoy an upgraded complex with a walk-
ing trail and other features. 

While in progress, however, the reno-
vations may halt or change baseball and 
softball season for the recreational leagues 
in the City of Hamburg. 

Clint Fleming with the Hamburg base-
ball league said that baseball season would 
start either April 15 or April 22 and that 
would be determined later depending on 
the construction. 

“We are going to wait until mid April to 
give them (the contractors) time to get out 
of there,” Fleming said. “Baseball season 
used to not start until then anyway,” 
Fleming said. 

Construction Project Manager Rusty 
Denmore said the contractors are doing 
their best to get the complex in state where 
the leagues can still play. 

There is no exact date of completion for 
the entire project, Denmore said that 
weather permitting, the complex will be 
ready to host baseball and softball season 
for the leagues of Hamburg this season. 

“It is our intention to be ready for base-
ball and softball,” Denmore said. 

The plan is to move the construction so 
that the fields may still be used while other 
parts of the project are in progress, he said. 

Baseball registration is 9 a.m. to noon 
March 2 and March 9 at Norman Park. 

Softball registration is Feb. 23 at 
Norman Park, though softball applicants 
can also register during business hours 
Monday thru Friday at the Hamburg 
Pharmacy. 

Construction could determine when ball season starts

Signs outside Norman Park note the ongoing construction, which officials say 
may affect which date baseball season starts in Hamburg.

VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

COMMUNITY

Volunteers of 

the Pound to 

host fundraiser 

this weekend
BY VAL GAUGHT

REPORTER

The Volunteers of the Crossett 
Pound will host its first banquet fund-
raiser Saturday night. 

The dinner, featuring a live auction 
with John Sturdivant and a silent auc-
tion, will be at the First Church of 
God on Main Street in Crossett with 
special guest speakers from around 
southeast Arkansas. 

Autumn Atwell from Paws and 
Claws in McGhee, inspirational 
speaker Felicia Toler of Crossett and 
Bob Edmonsond, a professional dog 
trainer, will each speak. John Dumas 
will be the night’s DJ. 

Some of the items being auctioned 
off include a Zero Turn John Deere 
lawn mower, a Yeti cooler on wheels, 
a backyard fire pit, a date night basket 
featuring a $100 gift card to Southern 
Spice, a $100 gift card to Hibbett’s 
Sports, a $25 Wal-Mart card and 
other items. 

The proceeds from the event will 
be used in Volunteers of the Crossett 
Pound’s efforts to rescue as many 
dogs as possible. 

The City of Crossett entered into a 
partnership with Volunteers of the 
Crossett Pound in 2018. The organi-
zation feeds, cares for and vets the 
dogs that are picked up by the Crossett 
dog catcher and sees that they are 
adopted into permanent homes. 

See POUND, Page 5


