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Come on in,
the water feels fine

The Crossett City Pool will have its first public 
swim in three years this week, and the first 

100 to attend will get in free of charge. 
The Crossett Recreation Commission faced a 

series of delays this summer while attempting to get 
the pool open for the first time since 2016, but 
Recreation Commission 
Member Shelly Carter 
said on Monday she is, 
“so excited to finally 
announce that the pool 
will be open.” 

Pool Manager Sarah 
Hollimon said the first 
public swim will be on 
Thursday. Crossett City 
Councilwoman Crystal 
Marshall requested in 
July’s regular meeting 
that a free opportunity be 
granted to the community because of the patience 
they’ve held over the summer with the many delays 
on the pool construction. 

Marshall told the council because the commu-
nity has been so supportive and so patient that she 
hoped that the city could do something in return. 
Marshall suggested that a free swim day or days 
be organized between the time the pool opens on 

Aug. 1 and the time students start school on Aug. 
13. The pool was still not ready on Aug. 1, however, 
because of construction delays and Arkansas 
Department of Health 
inspection corrections. 

Hollimon said Monday 
that the free swim oppor-
tunity will still be offered. 

On Aug. 8, 9 and 12 
there will be 100 arm 
bands given out on a first 
come first serve basis. 

“We have labeled arm 
bands and when they run 
out they run out and regu-
lar fees kick in,” Hollimon 
said.  

Once school starts, public swim during the week 
will be 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. at half price. 

Public swims on Saturdays and Sundays will be at 
the regular rate from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. 

Regular fees are $3 for students between the ages 
of 5 and 18, $5 for adults 19 years or older with a 
discount offered to seniors over the age of 60 at a 
rate of $3. 

City Pool to open Thursday

The Crossett City Pool’s employees did a practice run of the pool’s poli-
cies with a few local swimmers on Tuesday to make sure the life guards 
and staff were prepared for opening on Thursday. Some of the practiced 
procedures included the use of the slide and diving board. Pool Manager  
Sarah Hollimon said that everything is in order and the lifeguards are 
ready to go. VAL GAUGHT/News Observer

CARTI, ACMC 
partner to open 
Crossett cancer 
treatment clinic

HEALTHCARE

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

The CARTI cancer-treatment group 
has opened a new clinic in Crossett.

The clinic, CARTI Crossett, opened 
Aug. 1 and is located in Ashley County 
Medical Center.

Oncologist Dr. Bilal Malik — who 
has an existing profession-
al relationship with ACMC 
— is attached to CARTI 
Crossett, which will have 
regular clinic hours from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. every 
Thursday and will offer 
infusion services including 
chemotherapy.

“We have been blessed 
to have Dr. Malik (as) part of the ACMC 
team for the past 21 years, and provid-
ing chemotherapy to our communities 
in southeast Arkansas for more than 15 
years,” ACMC Chief Executive Officer 
Phillip Gilmore said in a news release. 

“The partnership between Ashley 
County Medical Center and CARTI 
presents a tremendous opportunity for 
our region. We are honored to join 
together and provide our community 
members with the most advanced can-
cer treatment. We are thankful for Dr. 
Malik and the job he has done for 
ACMC and our patients, and look for-
ward to continuing to work with him 
and CARTI.”   

In addition to having two decades of 
experience in solo practice at South 

Malik

See CARTI, Page 5

CES receives 
$660,000 grant 
to fund after 
school program

EDUCATION

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Crossett Elementary School was 
awarded approximately $660,000 to 
maintain an after school program for 
the next five years. 

CES Principal Veronica Robinson 
said that she wrote for the grant with 
the help of Assistant Principal Janet 
Ricks and Librarian 
Leslie Mansur, and 
Crossett was one of 15 
applicants out of 65 that 
was awarded funding. 

In order to receive 
funding, the program 
must be for at least three 
hours a day, have 100 stu-
dents in attendance and teach a variety 
of subjects with a big emphasis on 
homework help.

Transportation from the program 
will also be provided to all students 
enrolled.

The program will start on Sept. 3 
and run for 25 weeks. The 100 slots 
will be offered on a first come, first 
served basis. Robinson said the forms 
will go home in the first Eagle folders 
as to give everyone a fair shot at get-
ting their application in at the same 
time. 

No applications will be released 
until then.  

Robinson said students who do not 
attend the program on a regular basis 
will be dismissed from the program 

Robinson

See PROGRAM, Page 3

Reading, writing and recess: New law now in effect 
requires schools give students more break time

See RECESS, Page 3

BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

The sale of Ashley County’s tax 
delinquent properties netted 
approximately $17,000 in proceeds 
for the county and state govern-
ments.

The Commissioner of State 
Land’s Office said the tax sale auc-

tion for Ashley County had 13 bid-
ders purchasing 17 parcels. A total 
of 53 parcels were available.

“Most property certified to our 
office does not go to auction,” 
Commissioner Tommy Land said in 
a news release. “The vast majority 
of owners redeem their property by 
paying the delinquent taxes. Of 
course we always prefer that prop-

erty be redeemed, but it is vital that 
the parcels return to the county’s 
active tax rolls.”

Once collected at the sale or 
through property owner redemp-
tion, the COSL sends the tax funds 
and interest to the appropriate 
agencies. In Ashley County’s case, 
the total collected and dispersed to 
different tax levying bodies was 

$17,573.15.
“Last year, this office sent more 

than $16 million to school districts 
and county governments,” Land 
said. “Of that, $119,162.88 went to 
Ashley County, helping fund every-
thing from roads to schools.”

Property that was not purchased 
at auction can be viewed at cosl.org. 
It will be available for 30 days.

Delinquent property tax auction nets $17,573

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Sometimes, a brain needs a break. 
A new law going into effect this 

school year has the aim of helping 
students get those needed breaks, and 
Crossett Elementary School’s princi-
pal said that adding in extra recess to 
meet the law’s requirements was no 
trouble at all and will be good for the 
students. 

House Bill 1409, sponsored by 

Rep. Jana Della Rosa, was filed in 
early February for the 92nd legislative 
session. The proposal suggested 
requiring elementary schools across 
the state to provide at least 40 minutes 

of recess for its students.
HB 1409 passed through both the 

house and the senate with zero oppo-
sition — 92 in favor, eight abstaining 
— and made its way to the governor’s 
desk March 27.

According to an April news release, 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson signed the bill 
into law on April 1. 

“By setting a minimum time for 
recess, we are not only promoting a 
healthy, active Arkansas, but I believe 
teachers will also notice more active 

minds in the classroom,” Hutchinson 
said in the news release. “I’m always 
delighted to sign bills into law that are 
as popular as this one.”

Statistics from the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention, say 
the average time for recess is 27 min-
utes per day, just above the national 
guideline of 20 minutes per day. Only 
eight states require that recess be a 
part of the day at all.

Recess times have decreased forty 

JUST THE FACTS: 

HB 1409, which went into effect in 
April, will require that students have 
at least 40 minutes of recess each day 
starting this school year.


