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A former Crossett School District 
school building will soon be offered 
for sale to the public

The CSD board of trustees 
approved Monday a recommendation 
by Superintendent Gary Williams that 
the North Crossett 
Primary Building in 
North Crossett be listed 
for sale once the proper 
announcements and 
notices have been given. 

Williams said the ten-
ants who have been in 
the building have vacat-
ed and the building is empty. 

It is undecided at this time whether 
the school building will be put on the 
market or offered at auction, but 
Williams said he is leaning more 
toward auction because he believes 
that could be the fastest way to move 
the property.

At the meeting, the school board 
also finalized the majority of the list 
of teachers and staff who will either 
join or stay with the Crossett School 
District during the 2019-2020 school 
year.

Most of the CSD teachers were 
rehired, with only a few resignations 
and retirements accepted. 

The licensed resignations from 
Crossett High School include Kristin 
Morris and Zachary Harrison, and 
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The Hamburg School Board 
voted Monday to make changes to 
the district’s salary scale.

District Finance Director John 
Spradlin said changes to the state 
minimum wage and new laws about 
teacher salaries are driving the 
changes.

“Over the next four years, we are 
going to have a lot of changes in 
salary schedules,” he said.

“The way we are progressing this 
is, until we see what money the 
state is going to provide, is to meet 
the minimum.”

The changes come a year after 
the school board adopted the salary 
schedules, which include built-in 
step raises.

With the changes adopted 
Monday, some of those steps will be 
skipped for some employees. 

The district administration has 
spoken with the classified and certi-
fied employees, and they under-
stand the plan, Spradlin said.

“If we see the state comes through 
with the money we expect, we will 
go ahead and do those steps built 
in,” he said.

When school board member 
Maggie Ware said she did not think 
it was fair that some employees 
who had been working for longer 
would be getting the same pay as a 
starting employee, Spradlin agreed.

“I don’t like anything about it,” 
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The Delta Xi chapter of Beta Sigma Phi hosted Cros-
sett’s annual color run Saturday. The proceeds were 
used to benefit Hope at Home, a county-wide non-
profit group dedicated to assisting and serving can-
cer patients in Ashley County.

TONYA COOPER/Submitted
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The Ashley County Autism 
Support Group is offering a free 
opportunity for local law enforce-
ment, first responders, Emergency 
Medical Technicians, paramedics 
and fire fighters to attend an Autism 
safety training course. 

“My hope is that this will open the 
eyes fully to the autism community 
here in Ashley County and surround-
ing counties,” said Rebecca 
Blankenship with ACASG. “The 
autism diagnosis statistics aren’t 

going down, they are quickly on the 
rise with each passing year and it’s 
critical now that we are aware and 
that we must act to provide the nec-
essary treatments, trainings and 
resources.” 

People with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder differ in their developmen-
tal abilities and approaches from 
those who are developmentally typi-
cal. How ASD affects each person is 
different, but often those on the 
autism spectrum have difficulty 
understanding how to communicate 
or interact with others.

Across the country, law enforce-

ment and emergency response agen-
cies are starting to seek training to 
recognize and properly respond to 
people people with autism.

Blankenship said that the course 
can be counted toward the continuing 
education required in each of the 
respective departments. Bart Barta, 
who Blankenship said was recom-
mended to her by the Grand Prairie 
Police Department, teaches the 
course, titled Austism Safety 101. 

“I came across an article on an 
autism social media site detailing 
specialized training done by Autism 
Safety 101 for the Grand Prairie 

Police Department, so I contacted an 
officer there,” Blankenship said. 

The group had been bouncing the 
idea of hosting a training around 
because one of the members, Cindy 
MacDonald, had suggested that 
offering some type of training to the 
community might be a good idea. 

“I asked Cindy if she thought it 
would be beneficial for our law 
enforcement and first responders, 
and it was a go from there,” 
Blankenship said. 

Crossett Middle School School 
Resource Office Brandon Kelley is a 
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The Crossett City Council adopted a 
resolution Monday to signal its intent to 
take out up to $7 million in bonds for the 
East Crossett sewer upgrade project.

Officials have said the project — 
which will upgrade the capacity of all of 
the sewer lines from the east end of the 
city and get rid of individual pumping 
stations in favor of one 
major pump station —is 
necessary for further indus-
trial development. The 
Crossett Industrial Park is 
included in the planned 
scope of work.

Crossett Assistant Clerk 
Lisa Gulledge said the res-
olution does not tie the city’s hands to the 
action, but by signaling its intent, the city 
can now apply for grants and any neces-
sary bonds for the project.

Councilwoman Crystal Marshall said 
Crossett Economic Development 
Executive Director Mike Smith had 
advised taking out the full cost of the 
project, $7 million, but only using what is 
not covered by grants. 

Mayor Scott McCormick said the city 
has several grants in mind, and he 
believes the city will receive them.

The resolution was adopted 4-0 with 
Marshall and Councilmen C.T. Foster, 
James Knight and Dale Martinie voting 
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Investigators with the Ashley County 
Sheriff’s Office made what they charac-
terized as two major drug busts last 
week. 

Reports at the Ashley County Sheriff’s 
Office said that Friday dep-
uties with the Ashley 
County Sheriff ’s 
Department and an agent 
with Parole and Probation 
went to 163 Treswell Road 
in Ashley County to con-
duct a home visit on parol-
ee Jimmy Don Kelley. 

Officers conducted a 
search of the residence and recovered 
approximately an ounce and a half of 
suspected methamphetamine, $780 in 
cash, and drug paraphernalia.  

ACSO has made 
25 meth arrests 
in past 30 days, 
two major busts
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Members of the Ashley County 
Quorum Court said the county 
body is waiting on legal advice to 
determine how to solve a dis-
patcher dispute with City of 
Hamburg. 

Justice Jeff Langley, represent-
ing the budget committee, said 
that the committee had discussed 
presenting a $55,000 annual fee to 
be paid monthly to the City of 
Hamburg in exchange for the 
police dispatching service that the 
county has provided since 2003. 

Langley said the issue at hand 
is an overdue balance. Langley 
said the budget committee was 

unable to bring a proposal to the 
entire court regarding the balance 
because they don’t know what the 
legal options are. 

“What the budget 
committee is burdened 
with is how do we 
pursue money owed 
— can we pursue 
money that is owed — 
so we can move for-
ward,” Langley said. 

Some of the justices suggested 
offering a write-off for the past 
amount and starting fresh with the 
contract because the prior agree-
ments may or may not have been 
done correctly. 

 “We’ve not had a written agree-
ment with the City of Hamburg 

since 2003 and it was not legal,” 
Langley said. 

Langley also said the amount 
and the frequency of the amount 
that has been paid has been incon-
sistent. Sheriff Tommy Sturgeon 
said that he billed $48,000 per 
year because that’s what his pre-
decessor had done.

“What I was told when I took 
office was to bill $48,000 in 
January and that’s what I did,” 
Sturgeon said. 

Langley said, however, that the 
2003 agreement had been noted as 
a different amount. Langley said  
wiping it clean would give both 
parties a chance to negotiate an 
agreement, but the court would 
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Ashley County’s Hope at Home 
will host its first festival this month. 

In January, organizers announced 
that a new non-profit organization 
named Hope at Home was being 
formed to benefit cancer patients, fam-
ilies of cancer patients and caregivers 
in the area. The board members said in 
a January interview that they wanted 
to be able to see where money they’d 
raised was going. 

In late March, Mayor Scott 
McCormick signed a proclamation 
setting April 26 as the first Hope Fest, 
which the group plans to make an 
annual event. 

The Hope at Home festival will 
feature vendors and food booths with 
items such as walking tacos, pizza 
baskets, funnel cakes, BBQ, cotton 
candy and other treats. 

There will also be inflatables and 
other activities available. 

Hope at Home board member 
Tonya Cooper said thatmore than 20 

teams have already  signed up to par-
ticipate in the fundraiser and some of 
them have already planned pre-events 
to raise money. 

The Crossett chapter of Beta Sigma 
Phi hosted a color run Saturday and 
the proceeds will go to Ashley County 
Hope at Home. 

There was also a Gospel Fest held 
at Mount Olive Church in North 
Crossett at the end of March featuring 
several local praise bands and gospel 
singers. The event raised approxi-
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