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Pandemic containment efforts make life grind to halt
Governor: Food supplies will remain available
BY VERSHAL HOGAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Though Tuesday was the first day
since the presence of COVID-19 was
confirmed in the state of Arkansas that
saw no new cases, state officials said
they expect to see the total rise from
22 lab-confirmed cases in coming
days.
They also said that supply chains
will remain open and stores will
remain stocked despite rounds of
panic buying in recent days.
“We need to be calm and recognize
that the food supply will continue, the
fuel supply will continue,” Gov. Asa
Hutchinson said in his daily update
Tuesday. “Be sure you need to have

adequate supplies in the home, but we
don’t need to engage in panic buying.”
Arkansas Department of Health
Secretary Nate Smith said the state has
had almost 200 negative test results
since the department
started testing.
“As we scale up
testing, though, and as
we start to get additional
results from commercial
labs, I suspect we will get
additional cases,” he Hutchinson
said.
“COVID-19 really is an invisible
storm. We are at the beginning of the
storm, but our partnership with you
and your communities is helping us to
prepare for this storm and to weather

this storm.”
Testing is currently being done in
three ways in Arkansas, Hutchinson
said. Tests are being performed by the
ADH, through labs developing their
own testing capacities, and through
doctors and hospitals using commercially available tests, which usually
requires a two-day delay.
The governor said he was confident
that in the next three or four days the
state would see a greater number of
test results and a greater number of
tests available.
The state needs to be able to make
time-sensitive decisions, Smith said,
and that is why what can be done at
the state lab is being scaled up.
See GOVERNOR, Page 5

State closes schools until at least March
30, social distancing plans impact locals
BY VERSHAL HOGAN
AND VAL GAUGHT

As the novel coronavirus that
causes the COVID-19 infection
makes its way across the
globe, people in Ashley
County are starting to feel
the pinch of pandemic
containment.
One of the first shocks
to the system came when
the state department of education mandated all schools
close starting Tuesday. They are
closed until March 30. Because
March 23 to 27 was already sched-

CRIME

uled for Spring Break, students are
only missing one week of classroom
instruction, and the Crossett and
Hamburg school districts have distributed Alternate Method of
Instruction packets for the
first week.
Parents have been forced
to stay home from work or
find childcare alternatives
as day cares close along
with the schools. Students
are also feeling the impact.
Hamburg High School student
Briana Huff said that she and her
friends are devastated.
See RESPONSE, Page 5
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Adults booked SHOWING UP
in killing case SINGING OUT
not charged
with murder

School districts
to offer free
lunch during
forced closure

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Though a teenager was charged
with capital murder in connection to
the case, two adults who were arrested
as part of a January murder investigation were not formally charged with
murder.
Daylon Manning, 22 and Brandan
Fields, 21, were arrested
with Brian Pollock, 17,
after the body of Josh
Couser was found on
Ashley 16 with multiple
gun shot wounds at
approximately
8 a.m.
Fields
Jan. 16.
The
investigator’s
report filed at that time
stated that investigating
officers found .223 shell
casings and broken glass
at the scene.
Manning, Fields and
Pollock were all arrested Manning
the following day.
All three went for a hearing in front
of Judge Bynum Gibson on Jan. 21
and he declared there was probable
cause to hold all three for capital murder.
Tenth Judicial District Prosecuting
Attorney Thomas Deen said at that
time that though they were being held,
he couldn’t say what they would be
charged with until the investigation
was complete and he received the file.
Pollock was charged with capital
murder and tampering with evidence
earlier this month, but until Thursday
Manning and Fields had not been
charged.

The Crossett and Hamburg school
districts will continue to provide lunch
to children under the age of 18 even
though school will not be in session.
Gov. Asa Hutchinson announced a
mandatory closure for Arkansas schools
Sunday in order to better protect the
state from the spread of COVID-19.
Crossett School District officials
announced Monday that they will continue to provide meals from March 17
to March 20.
The free sack meals containing lunch
and breakfast items will be available
from 10 a.m. until 11 a.m. daily. A total
of 525 lunches were
distributed Tuesday.
The sacks can be JUST THE
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The pickup at the
Crossett Elementary of the governor
school will be in the include breakback of the school in fast and lunch
the bus drive. The items.
pickup at the high
school arena will be at the front
entrance.
Additionally, all regular bus
routes will run from 10 a.m. to 11
a.m. Tuesday through Friday, delivering sack lunches to designated bus
stops.
In Hamburg, children 18 and
younger may pick up their lunch in
Hamburg at Noble or Albritton
Elementary campuses or in Portland
at the Portland Elementary campus
from noon until 1 p.m. from March
16 until March 20.
The HSD will also offer drop off
locations. The school bus will dropoff meals at four different locations.
The Hamburg drop-off will be at
Pine Street Park. The Fountain Hill
drop-off will be at the school parking lot.
Students in Wilmot will be able to
pick up the meals at the EZ Mart in
Wilmot.
The Hamburg, Fountain Hill and
Wilmot drop-offs will be at 12:30
p.m. each day from March 16 to
March 20.
The Parkdale drop off will be at
12:15 p.m. for the same dates at the
intersection of Highway 8 and the
railroad.
Those with questions may contact
the Hamburg School Administration
Building at 870-853-9851 or the
Crossett School Administration
Building at 870-364-3112.

VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer

The Crossett School District’s fine arts programs hosted their annual Picnic With the Arts last Thursday, which included musical performances from the students and the public, displays of student artwork, dancing and games, among other things.

See CHARGES, Page 3

Nursing home briefly evacuated after small fire
BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

A local nursing home evacuated patients
on Tuesday after a central heating unit
caught on fire.
The Crossett Fire Department and
Crossett Police Department responded to a
call at approximately 11:20 a.m. on Tuesday
after a fire alarm at the Somerset Senior
Living Facility was pulled.
Somerset Administrator Dana Barker
said that the staff had all of the residents
out of the building in fewer than 10 minutes.
“I think we had the building cleared
within nine minutes and 50 seconds,”
Barker said.
The patients were all outside the facility
at noon and Barker said she was waiting on
clearance from first responders. Barker said
the back part of the building may no longer
be habitable, but the fire had been put out.

Additionally, the staff was taking
extra precautions to protect residents
from the coronavirus. Barker said that
their typical protocol in fire drills did not
entail wiping and disinfecting the entire
building first.
“Because of the virus we will go in and
wipe down everything from doorknobs to
counters, anything a first responder might
have touched while they were in there,”
Barker said.
The facility had already been operating
daily with extra precaution in light of the
coronavirus and Barker said they would
continue that extra precaution when moving residents back into the building. As
first responders worked the scene, police
even diverted drivers to other routes to
ensure no one who was infected might get
too close to the facility.
VAL GAUGHT/News Observer
Residents were able to return to the
Residents at Somerset Living Facility were evacuated to outside the
building at approximately 1 p.m.
building after a fire broke out inside Tuesday.
No other details were available.

