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WIGGIN’ OUT

AT THE CABIN

The 41st Annual Wiggins’ Cabin Festival was Saturday, and members of the community gathered for a 5K run 
and walk, the Miss Wiggins Pageant, games, food, fun and even horserides.  As the event began, the Boy Scouts 
led a flag raising ceremony. During the celebration, the Crossett Historical Society presented the family of the 
late Wilburn Austin with a plaque commemorating the work he did, which included an instrumental role in the 
reconstruction of the Wiggins Cabin.

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Left. Left. Left, right, left.
A veteran’s parade will march its 

way through Crossett this week-
end, and according to its organiz-
ers, people are coming from all 
over the state to participate in it. 

Parade coordinator Bill Mayo 
said he believes this parade will be 
the biggest Crossett has seen in 
years. 

A military honor guard team 
from El Dorado is coming to lead 
the line, and the three grand mar-
shals will be District 9 Rep. LeAnn 
Burch, Crossett Mayor Scott 

McCormick and World War II vet-
eran Cora Summers. 

Mayo said Burch will not be 
appearing in her political capacity, 
but rather as a retired brigadier 
general.

“Mrs. Burch is not coming as a 
representative, this is not polical,” 
he said. “She is coming as a gen-
eral and she will be dressed as a 
general.”

Mayo said he has people com-
mitted from all over the state 
including a retired veteran from 
central Arkansas who is bringing a 
float he has spent weeks building.

“This is a float I can’t wait to 
see, he says he’s painted airplane 

silhouettes on it,” Mayo said.
Awards will be given for floats, 

horse drawn vehicles and motor-
ized vehicles. Mayo said the parade 
has horse clubs lined up from as far 
as Oak Grove. 

“This is going to be the biggest 
parade Crossett has had in years, 
maybe the biggest parade in south 
Arkansas,” Mayo said. 

The parade will start at the 
Crossett Rodeo grounds and travel 
down Third Avenue to Elm Street. 
It will then turn onto Ninth Avenue 
and travel from there to Main 
Street. 

The parade will then go from 
Main Street back to Third Avenue 

The awards winners of the 
parade wil be announced at 2 p.m. 
in the Crossett Auditorium during a 
gospel singing. 

The singing will feature gospel 
group New Day of Hamburg and 
other groups and soloist. 

A key moment will also be a 
drawing at the event to give away 
three motorized scooters to veter-
ans who have entered into a draw-
ing. Much of Mayo’s fundraising 
for the event centered around the 
scooter giveaway.

Any veteran may enter and those 
interested in doing so may contact 
Crossett’s American Legion Post 
111 at 870-304-6352.

Veterans’ parade to roll through Crossett Saturday

CRIME

Search on for 
man who stole 
$30,000  worth 
of cell phones

Crossett Police Investigators said this secu-
rity photo depicts a man who allegedly stole 
more than $29,000 worth of cell phones from 
a display case in  the Crossett Walmart.

NEWS OBSERVER/Submitted

VERSHAL HOGAN/News Observer

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

Need to borrow a phone to make 
a call? One man apparently needed 
to make lots of calls recently, steal-
ing more than $29,915 in cellular 
devices from the Crossett Walmart. 

The Crossett police are investi-
gating what they’ve characterized 
as robbery in which a suspect left 
the store with a tote full of cell 
phones. 

A news release from the Crossett 
Police Department said that at 
approximately  5 a.m. Sept. 17 offi-
cers were dispatched to Walmart in 
reference to a theft. 

Officer David Mcalpin arrived 
and spoke to the manager, who said 
that a black male wearing winter 
clothing came into the business and 
broke open the glass phone case, 
placing the phones into a tote and 
attempting to leave the store. 

A store employee reportedly told 
the officer that they attempted to 
stop the suspect, he turned and 

See THEFT, Page 5

INDUSTRY

‘Time of 
death’: Pulp, 
board mills 
shut down

BY VAL GAUGHT 
AND VERSHAL HOGAN

After decades in operation, some 
of the machines at the Georgia 
Pacific-Crossett facilities are falling 
silent, smokestacks are puffing no 
more, and those who operated the 
processes that fueled them are driv-
ing out the gates for the last times.

Though employees have been 
reluctant to speak publicly about the 
inner happenings at the plant as the 
company enters into a partial shut 
down in Crossett, one employee 
posted to social media Monday that 
they were calling “time of death” 
for some of the processes. By their 
call, the pulp mill went at 10 a.m., 
the board mill at 11:40 a.m. and the 
10A Boiler at 12:22 p.m. 

GP-Crossett Spokesperson 
Jennifer King said the shut downs 
that happened Monday were part of 
the previously announced shutter-
ing of some Crossett operations.

“We are focused on a safe and 
orderly shutdown over the coming 
days,” King said.  

“Over the next two weeks, 
approximately 275 employees will 
be departing the mill permanently. 

“We expect our partial shutdown 
to be complete no later than Nov. 
8.” 

The shutdown follows a June 
announcement that the company 
would be eliminating its bleached 
board operations and more than 500 
jobs.

The areas affected by the move 
included the bleached board 
machines, extrusion plant, wood-
yard, pulp mill and a significant 
portion of the energy complex.

Georgia-Pacific representatives 
said at the time of the announce-
ment that the decision to close the 
Crossett bleached board plant was 
based on an assessment of the mill’s 
ability to compete effectively in the 
bleached board market.

Additionally, they announced 
they would shut down one of the 
mill’s older tissue machines.

Some of the employees reported 
on Monday that they will still stay 
on to work for a week or so to clean 
up, but that the machines are offi-
cially shut down.

Originally the site of the Crossett 
Lumber Company, Georgia-Pacific 
purchased the Crossett mill in 1962, 
and expanded its paper operations 
in Crossett in 1976. The company 
made additional upgrades to paper 
and pulp operations in 1984.

It opened the Crossett Chemical 
plant — which was sold to Ingevity 
last year — in 1981.

The company’s plywood mill was 
mothballed in 2011, permanently 
closed in 2016 and burned in an 
accidental fire in 2017.

Crossett teachers 
present school 

progress reports to 
board members

EDUCATION

BY VAL GAUGHT
REPORTER

The Crossett school board heard 
the building reports from the teachers 
during their monthly meeting on 
Tuesday. 

Each building principal gave what 
is called a report to the public in 
which they update the public on the 
current status of the school. Each 
principal presented the school board 
with the progress they’ve made and 
talked about the goals they have. 

A big topic of the evening was stu-
dent attendance. Each principal talk-
ed about the importance of attendance 
and how they are working to educate 
parents on how low attendance rates 
negatively impacts the overall school 
“grade” that the schools receive each 
year. Each school has come up with 
different ways to increase attendance 
and provide incentives for higher 
attendance rates.

Additionally, the teachers who 
made the presentations talked about 

See SCHOOLS, Page 5


