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James W. Webb, who had ar-
gued errors by the trial court, saw 
the Arkansas Court of Appeals 
affirm his convictions for unlawful 
discharge of a firearm from a ve-
hicle and tampering with physical 
evidence in a decision returned 
on Wednesday, Oct. 2.

In a case before Judge Rob-
ert Bynum Gibson Jr., an Ashley 
County jury convicted Webb of 
actions that led to the death of 
Dennis Smith on July 8, 2018, 
from a gunshot wound. Webb ad-
mitted his pistol caused Smith’s 
death and that he threw the gun 
into the Ouachita River.

The record indicated that Webb 
and Leon “Shane” Thomas were 
in Webb’s truck when they saw 
Dennis Smith and his brother, 
Mark, standing at the end of a 
road, and Thomas asked to stop 
and talk to Mark Smith. Webb 
said that Thomas was holding 
the pistol when the fatal shot was 
accidentally fired while Webb 
was trying to get the gun back. 
Webb admitted throwing the gun 
in the river after the shooting.

During the trial, the jury heard 
instructions on evidence tamper-
ing and first degree unlawful dis-
charge of a firearm from a vehi-
cle, as well as the lesser included 
offense of unlawful discharge of 
a firearm in the second degree. 
Webb requested an instruction 
on negligent homicide, claiming 
that it is a lesser included of-
fense of the unlawful discharge 
offense, but the court refused to 
submit the instruction to the jury. 
Webb also moved for a directed 
verdict. The trial court denied his 
directed verdict motions, and the 
jury returned a verdict convicting 
him of the lesser-included of-
fense of second-degree unlawful 
discharge of a firearm and tam-
pering with physical evidence.

The opinion notes, “Webb ad-
mits that he was holding the gun 
when it discharged and killed 
Dennis (Smith) and further ad-
mits that he threw the gun into 
the river. 

“He claims he did so because 
he was remorseful and did not 

want a weapon that had been 
used to killed [sic] someone. He 
argues that the state provided no 
evidence that he disposed of the 
weapon to impair or impede the 
investigation of the shooting and 
Dennis’s resulting death.”

The opinion noted that the mo-
tion for a directed verdict “merely 
stating that the evidence is insuf-
ficient does not preserve for ap-
peal issues relating to a specific 
deficiency such as insufficient 
proof on the elements of the of-
fense.” The defense attorney ar-
gued that the state did not make 
a case for evidence tampering 
because “there is no evidence 
that my client did this.”

In regard to the issue of negli-
gent homicide as a lesser includ-
ed offense, the court of appeals 
ruled that “the trial court found 
that negligent homicide is not a 
lesser included offense of unlaw-
ful discharge of a firearm from 
a vehicle. We find no merit in 
Webb’s claim that the trial court 
abused its discretion in this find-
ing.”

The court added in a footnote 
to the case, “...we conclude there 
was sufficient evidence present-
ed to support the conviction. 
Webb shot Dennis, drove away 
in his vehicle, and threw the gun 
in the river. While he claimed that 
the discharge was accidental 
and that the disposal was not to 
impede any investigation or pros-
ecution, the jury was not required 
to believe his version of events.”

The court sentenced Webb 
to six years for tampering with 
physical evidence and 16 years 
for the discharge of a firearm 
from a vehicle.

Judge Phillip T. Whiteaker wrote 
the opinion with agreement by 
Judges Raymond R. Abramson 
and J. J. Gladwin. Gary W. Potts 
represented Webb in the case.

Webb, now 79, is serving his 
sentence in the Ouachita River 
Correctional Unit in Malvern.

The Arkansas Department of 
Correction web site indicates 
that he will be eligible for parole 
in November, 2026.

Conviction in 2018 

Fatal Shooting Still 

Stands After Appeal

Ashley County Fires Investigated As Arson
Several wood fires are under investigation 

by Ashley County Sheriff’s Office as possible 
arson cases.

Mark Griever, an ACSO investigator, said 
the fires are currently being investigated by 
the sheriff’s department, Arkansas Agricul-
ture Department Enforcement Division, and 
the Crossett Fire Department fire marshal.

“This investigation originated in 2017, with 
an arrest of a John Bowers out of Morehouse 
Parish,” Griever said. Bowers was convicted 
of several arsons there. 

“Several fires were linked to Mr. Bowers 

who is currently incarcerated in the Louisiana 
Department of Corrections, awaiting extradi-
tion to Arkansas,” Griever said. He added 
that, according to the original investigation, 
not all fires could be linked to Bowers and 
investigators believed another individual was 
responsible for several of the arson fires in 
Ashley County.

“It was determined in the Bowers investiga-
tion that an unknown actor was also setting 
fires during the same time frame Mr. Bow-
ers was charged with,” Griever said. “Sub-
sequently, investigators believed another 

individual (not linked to Mr. Bowers) was re-
sponsible for several of the arson set fires in 
Ashley County.” 

The investigators believe the same individ-
ual is responsible for the fires that were set in 
August of 2019 in the southern and western 
areas of Ashley County and the ones set last 
week near the Crossett airport.

The ACSO is asking that anyone with in-
formation contact one of the investigating 
agencies with information. Ashley County 
Sheriff’s Department may be reached at 870-
853-2040.

Ashley County producers and 
commercial applicators will have 
the opportunity to dispose of their 
outdated and unused pesticides 
during a collection event Thurs-
day, Oct. 31. The event will take 
place at the John Deere Dealer-
ship in Portland. 

The pesticide collection is free 
and is made available through 
funding from the Arkansas Aban-
doned Pesticide Trust Fund. 
Pre-registration is required by 
Oct. 21 and forms are available 

at the County Extension Office. 
Products that will be accepted 
are outdated, discontinued or 
unwanted agricultural pesticides. 
These pesticides may include 
older products that are more 
toxic, such as arsenicals, DDT, 
silvex, heptachlor, dieldrin, lin-
dane (LIN-dayn), and toxaphene 
(TOCKS-uh-feen). 

Many old pesticides cannot 
legally be used or disposed of 
through usual means, such as 
landfills. Those with pesticides 

that fall into this category are 
asked to plan on bringing them 
to this event.

The purpose of this collec-
tion is to promote a safer and 
cleaner environment by reduc-
ing the amount of pesticides that 
could potentially contaminate 
the drinking water, ground water, 
streams, rivers and lakes across 
the state. To date the pesticide 
collections have brought in over 
790,000 pounds of unwanted 
materials from seventy-five (75) 

counties.
Those interested in bringing 

pesticides to the event may con-
tact Ashley County Farm Bureau 
office at 870-853-5581 to pre-
register. Any identifying informa-
tion, such as name and address, 
will be removed from the regis-
tration form so that anonymity 
may be provided. 

Contact Kevin Norton at 870-
853-2080 for information on 
safely transporting chemicals to 
the event location.

County Pesticide Collection Event Coordinated

With over 60 children and youth 
in foster care in Ashley, Bradley, 
and Drew counties and the cri-
sis building across the country, 
thousands of churches plan to 
echo a united message on Stand 
Sunday, Nov. 10. 

Christians across the country 
will celebrate God’s love for vul-
nerable children – and what or-
dinary people can do to put that 
love into action!

Locally, The CALL in Southeast 
Arkansas is joining the global 
celebration by asking community 
churches to recognize this spe-
cial day during services Nov. 10. 

By participating in Stand Sun-
day, churches can “stand” in the 
gap for these children and youth 
through a focused day of wor-
ship, prayer and awareness, ac-
cording to The CALL representa-
tives.

In the United States, there are 
more than 400,000 children in 
the foster system due to abuse 
and severe neglect. About one 
quarter have been permanently 
removed from their parents. 

For these children, the wait for 
a family often exacerbates trau-
ma the child suffered in their own 
home. 

Every year, more than 20,000 
“age out” into adulthood without 
a permanent family.

Foster youth face immense dif-
ficulties. Children aging out of 
the system without the support of 
a family are far more vulnerable 
to traffickers, prostitution, home-
lessness and a host of other ills. 
A 2013 human trafficking raid by 
the FBI found that 60 percent of 
child victims came from foster 
care. 

Seeking to change these num-
bers, faith communities across a 
wide range of Christian denomi-
nations plan to unite on Stand 

Sunday to challenge churches to 
be an answer for these children. 

If every church in America ad-
opted just one child from foster 
care, there would be more fami-
lies waiting for children than chil-
dren waiting for families. 

The need for families can feel 
overwhelming. However, through 
the efforts of local churches in 
Arkansas working together with 
The CALL since 2007, over 
2,200 families have opened their 
homes to foster or adopt and 
over 18,000 children and youth 
have been cared for, with over 
1,500 children and youth find-

ing their forever families through 
adoption. 

But there is so much more to 
do. Current needs are for more 
than 2,500 new foster homes. 
The solution for this is the local 
church!

To find out how churches can 
make a difference in the lives of 
children and youth in foster care, 
contact Deborah West, county 
coordinator for The CALL in 
Southeast Arkansas at 870-308-
9502.

To request free Stand Sunday 
materials and event ideas, email 
SEA@thecallinarkansas.org.

Organization Looks To Take A Stand For Children

Crossett High School’s 2019 Homecoming Court is presented Friday, Oct. 9 with their escorts. (Front) Cody Mounce, Brian Miles, Ty Washington, Kartavious Lyons, Brady Lofton, Kamaryn Frazier, 

Ava Grace Smith (attendant), Queen Rebekah Frisby, John Henry Harris (attendant), Deuce Hall, Chris Brisby, Kason Brooks, Jalen Lawson, Bobby Smith, Josten Smith, (back) Willie Taylor, Deray-

mond Herman, Dylan Tanksley, Courtney Barnett, Hannah Govan, Te’A Jenkins, Freduanna Scott, Chase Rice, Kantrell Williams, Jayden Thurmon, Rachel Junior, Anna Claire Harris, Shekirra Gavin, 

McKenzie Davidson, Justin Stokes, Jeremy Green and Jalen Williams.

Students at Hamburg High School gather for See You At The Pole Day Sept. 25. A devotion was led by Chandler Norsworthy. (See Head Lions on 

page 5 of this edition for the full article by journalism student Carson Clark.)                   Photo By: Carson Clark


