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For those needing certifica-
tion or recertification, the Ashley 
County Extension Office will be 
conducting six PAT (Pesticide 
Applicator Training) in person 
sessions in 2021. These classes 
will be limited to nine per class; 
attendees will be required to call 
and reserve a seat at 870-853-
2080. No one will be admitted 
without a reserved space. There 
will be a $20 fee to attend the 
training session.

The first available sessions are 
Thursday, Jan. 14 at 9:30 a.m. 
and at 1:30 p.m. at the Ashley 
County courthouse annex in 
Hamburg.

The next scheduled classes 
will be Thursday, Feb. 18 at 9:30 
a.m. and at 1:30 p.m. at the Ash-
ley County courthouse annex in 
Hamburg.

Final classes will be Thursday, 
March 11 at 9:30 a.m. and at 1:30 
p.m., again at the Ashley County 
courthouse annex in Hamburg.

Online classes are available 
for certification or recertification 
as well as the in-person train-
ings, the web address for online 
classes is https://courses.uaex.
edu the cost is $20.

Those who are unsure if they 
need to be recertified, may call 
the Arkansas State Plant board at 
(501) 225-1598. For other ques-
tions contact 870-853-2080, 870-
831-9084, or knorton@uaex.edu. 

The office is located in the 
courthouse annex at 205 East 
Jefferson.
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2020 was an extraordinary 
year, by almost any measure. 
And although the past 12 months 
were filled with many challenges 
and setbacks, some sectors of 
the economy — including many 
Arkansas row crops — saw bet-
ter outcomes than anyone could 
have predicted.

Across the state, Arkansas res-
idents experienced more than 
double the average annual rain-
fall throughout the first third of 
2020, with the Delta region see-
ing more than 11 inches of rain-
fall in March alone.

In March, the COVID-19 pan-
demic began sweeping through 
the United States, erupting first 
on the coasts, then slowly work-
ing its way toward the central 
part of the country. As business-
es both in and out of the agricul-
tural sector began shutting their 
doors, the federal government 
instituted travel restrictions that 
affected the availability of H2-A 
guest workers and other aspects 
of the available labor pool.

In April, the corn, rice and cot-
ton crops saw some of the slow-
est planting progress in recent 
history, as continuing rains, 
paired with relatively cool spring 
temperatures, prevented fields 
from drying quickly when the 
rare clear window did arise.

There were tropical storms. 
There was delayed planting; 
there was slow growth; there 
was the harvest that practically 
came for dinner at midnight.

And yet, somehow, many of 
the state’s growers emerged as 
well as, and in some cases, bet-
ter off than, any other year in the 
past decade.

Scott Stiles, extension econo-
mist for the University of 
Arkansas System Division of 
Agriculture, said many of the 
state’s agricultural outcomes for 
2020, all things considered, 
were remarkable.

“Considering the planting and 
harvesting weather challenges, 
yields for all crops are expected 
to be good,” Stiles said. “For 
instance, NASS currently pro-

jects the state’s cotton yield to 
be a record 1,200 pounds per 
acre.”

That marked an increase of 
about 15 pounds per acre, and 
handily outshone the national 
average this year of 893 pounds 
per acre. NASS is the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s 
National Agricultural Statistics 
Service.

Arkansas peanuts, which saw 
a reduction of about 5.6 percent 
in average yield, falling to about 
4,900 pounds per acre, never-
theless saw a substantial 
increase in overall production, 
from about 171.6 million pounds 
to about 191.1 million pounds.

Arkansas rice, with a final 
planted acreage of about 1.44 
million acres, saw mild increases 
in yields, rising to about 7,500 

pounds per acre, about 20 
pounds higher than 2019’s aver-
age yield. Soybeans, the state’s 
No. 1 crop, also saw a slight 
increase in yield, advancing from 
49 bushels per acre in 2019 to 
50 bushels per acre as of Nov. 1.

Arkansas corn, which saw a 
significant drop in harvested 
acreage, from about 735,000 
acres in 2019 to about 605,000 
acres in 2020, nevertheless saw 
an increased yield per acre, ris-
ing from 175 bushels per acre 
last year to 181 bushels per acre 
as of Nov. 1.

A glimmer of hope
As we march headlong toward 

2021, Stiles said the availability 
of effective COVID-19 vaccines 
may reignite portions of the glob-
al economic engine that have 
slowed to a crawl.

“A glimmer of hope on the vac-
cine front has been supportive to 
energy prices,” Stiles said. He 
said economists expect West 
Texas Intermediate crude oil pro-
cess to average about $7 a bar-
rel higher in 2021, triggering 
higher fuel prices across the 
board.

Grain markets have already 
seen rising prices.

“A tremendous price rally in 
corn and soybeans has been 
underway since mid-August,” 
Stiles said. “Historically, sharp 
rallies of this magnitude in grains 
tend to pull fertilizer prices high-
er. A higher price trend is already 
underway in the macronutrients.”

Supplies of corn and soybeans 
in the United States and the 
world have shrunk significantly 
over the last few months, Stiles 

said, causing prices for both 
commodities to rise.

“Wheat prices have been 
attractive as well this fall, offer-
ing growers opportunities to for-
ward price at $6 or better,” he 
said. “We expect wheat acres to 
be up some. We could see a 
reduction in cotton acres in 2021 
if cotton prices remain at or 
below current levels, near 70 
cents. By comparison, corn and 
soybean returns are slightly bet-
ter than cotton at today’s price 
relationships. 

“There are enough global 
weather concerns today that 
could lift corn and soybeans 
price further over the next few 
months,” he said.

To learn more about extension 
programs, contact the local 
agent or visit www.uaex.edu.

Weather, COVID-19 Overcome After Posing Major 

Obstacles For The 2020 Agricultural Season

COMING OUT ON TOP — Despite an overly wet spring, delayed planting, and a slow-rolling harvest, the soybean crop 
saw subtle increases in both acreage and average yield, bringing the state’s total production up from about 127.9 
million bushels in 2019 to about 139 million in 2020. (Division of Agriculture photo.)

The number of active CO-
VID-19 cases in Ashley County 
fell slightly over the week, but the 
viral illness also claimed more lo-
cal lives.

As of Monday afternoon, Ashley 
County had 122 active cases of 
the virus reported. A total of 21 
county residents had died of the 
disease that follows the coronavi-
rus infection.

“We continue to see high num-
bers of new cases and capacity 
pressures on our hospitals,” Gov. 
Asa Hutchinson said last week. “I 
urge everyone to be careful … to 
reduce the virus spread, and we 
need to support each other as Ar-
kansans while we work to distrib-
ute the vaccine.”

Throughout the week, Hutchin-
son urged residents to look to 
the future as vaccine distribution 
continued across the state.

“I spent the last day of 2020 
working with our health depart-
ment team on vaccine distribu-
tion,” Hutchinson said Thursday. 
“And while the new cases are 
way too high, the 2,708 new 
cases (Dec. 31 were) more than 
400 fewer than the same day 
(the previous) week. We are also 
working with our incredible hospi-
tals on the best way to cover the 
increase in hospitalizations.”

While detected cases of COVID 
have captured much of the pub-
lic’s attention, the Arkansas De-
partment of Health has continued 
monitoring the cases of influenza 
as the state enters the flu season.

For the last week of the year, 
the health department reported 
that flu activity in the state is still 
minimal for flu-like illnesses.

The report notes that since the 
end of September, ADH databas-
es have recorded 842 confirmed 
cases of influenza, and that 
“among flu antigen tests this sea-
son that can distinguish between 
influenza A and B virus types, 37 
percent were influenza A, and 63 
percent were influenza B.” Seven 
deaths have been attributed to flu 
so far this flu season.

While the flu numbers appear 
low compared to COVID-19, 
peak flu season on a 15-year av-
erage is in February.

COVID-19, 

Flu Remain 

In New Year
Crossett’s Russell Roy “R.R.” 

Reynolds will be one of six in-
ductees into Arkansas Agricul-
ture Hall of Fame during 2021 
due to leadership and service to 
the state’s largest business sec-
tor.

The newest class represents 
agriculture education, the seed 
industry, agri-business, row-crop 
production, agricultural/political 
advocacy, timber management, 
plus agricultural research and 
outreach. 

The newest inductees include 
retired Cooperative Extension 
Service Director Rick Cartwright 
of Fayetteville; long-time ag 
educator Joe Don Greenwood 
of Hermitage; the late Russell 
Roy Reynolds, the director of 
the U.S. Forest Service Cros-
sett Experimental Forest for 34 
years; former Arkansas Farm 
Bureau President Randy Veach 
of Manila; Mark Waldrip of Moro, 
founder of Armor Seed Com-
pany; and Andrew Wargo III of 
Watson, farm manager for the 
15,000-acre Baxter Land Com-
pany for more than 50 years. 

Induction ceremonies for Class 
XXXIV have not been set. The 
Arkansas Agriculture Hall of 
Fame board of directors has 
decided to forego the traditional 
timeframe of early March and is 
working to secure a date for mid-
summer. 

“Arkansas agriculture is one 
of the great success stories of 
our state, and that is sometimes 
overlooked in today’s society,” 
said Butch Calhoun of Des Arc, 
chairman of the Arkansas Agri-
culture Hall of Fame. 

“This class reflects a remark-
able line of success that con-
nects everyone selected for the 
Arkansas Agriculture Hall of 
Fame.

“Like almost every program, 
we have been forced to adjust 
our schedule and plans, though 
we very much hope to have an 
in-person event to celebrate this 
marvelous class of inductees. 
When you pull together all parts 
of agriculture in celebration of 
our state’s largest industry, and 
to recognize those who have 
made such a meaningful con-

tribution, it is a special, special 
day.”

The new selections will bring to 
176 the number of honorees in 
the Arkansas Agriculture Hall of 
Fame, begun in 1987. 

Reynolds’ contributions to 
modern, sustainable forest man-
agement are numerous, accord-
ing to information from Arkansas 
Farm Bureau, which continued 
on to say, “if not for visionary men 
like Reynolds, and the founding 
fathers of the Crossett Experi-
mental Forest, sustainable for-
estry as we know it today might 
not exist.”

A forest economist by training, 
Reynolds had the quantitative 
skills to conduct inventories of 
standing timber, time-and-mo-
tion studies related to logging 
practices, and the efficacy of us-
ing trucks to haul logs to the mill 
– all new concepts in the early 
1930s. He worked closely with 
the management of the Cros-
sett Lumber Company (and its 
successor, Georgia-Pacific) from 
1933 until his retirement from the 
Forest Service in 1969.

Reynolds Remembered 

For Efforts In Forestry

Russell Roy “R.R.” Reynolds will be inducted into the 
2021 class of Arkansas Agricultural Hall of Fame for his 
efforts with the Crossett Experimental Forest.


