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Ashley County saw three sepa-
rate tornadoes over the week-
end, according to a report by 
the National Weather Service in 
Jackson.

The weather service said ongo-
ing damage surveys in Baxter, 
Fulton, Ashley, and Chicot coun-
ties may find evidence of addi-
tional tornadoes, but as of Mon-
day afternoon could only confirm 
three.

According to a preliminary sur-
vey released, the first tornado of 
the morning was in West Cros-

It touched down south of Ashley 
454 and west of Ashley 181. Ac-
cording to the NWS map, the tor-
nado crossed U.S. 425 just north 
of Hamburg before it stopped.

The third tornado, also an EF-1, 
was the longest of the three start-
ing at 2:55 a.m. and lasting until 
3:08 a.m. 

According to the NWS survey 
map, the storm touched down 
west of Gardenia Street and trav-
eled east. The tornado crossed 
Binn’s Loop and continued to 
travel east crossing U.S. 425. 

The storm travelled between 
the intersections of Ashley 312 
and Ashley 27 and Ashley 27 and 
Ashley 309 before it ended. 

The tornado was 800 yards 
wide and traveled 10.38 miles 
with peak winds noted at 100 
mph.

On Saturday morning following 
the storms, Entergy released that 
they had almost 4,000 custom-
ers in Ashley County who did not 
have power.

By Monday afternoon approxi-
mately 3,600 Entergy customers 
in Ashley County were still with-
out power. Ashley Chicot Electric 
Cooperative did not have a final 
count at press time but still had 
a number of customers without 
power Monday afternoon as well.

According to Chris Wesson, 
southeast Arkansas’s Entergy 
representative, they had identi-
fied at least 365 broken poles and 
363 spans of wire in the area and 
were still assessing damages in 
some locations.

It was estimated that 95 percent 
of the affected customers would 
be restored by Monday evening, 
with the hardest-hit areas extend-
ing into Tuesday.

Wesson said Monday that ap-
proximately 1,115 restoration 
workers, scouts and vegetation 
personnel were working to re-
store power including an addi-
tional 250 linemen travelling to 
Arkansas to assist with the res-
toration.

On Sunday crews were working 
to repair damaged areas in North 
Crossett. 

On Monday Wesson said that a 
safe work plan was under way to 
restore power to multiple substa-
tions in the Ashley County service 
territory as a result of downed 
transmission structures and he 
expected most customers in the 
Hamburg area to be restored by 
8 p.m. Monday. 

Wesson said he anticipated 
that customers in the Hamburg 
area with the heaviest damage 
should be restored no later than 
noon Tuesday, but added that ar-
eas along the Hwy 165 corridor 
from Montrose to Parkdale could 
be without power until Friday as 
a result of extensive damage to 
transmission lines serving the 
area.

Saturday Storms Spur Three Tornadoes In County

Morris 

Pine Lost 

To Storms 

Saturday
The Morris Pine Tree located in 

the Levi Wilcoxon Demonstration 
Forest south of Hamburg did not 
survive the weekend storms.

The pine tree has been a road-
side stop for people over the 
years as well as a place for locals 
to visit. When the news that the 
tree had fallen hit social media on 
Saturday morning several people 
began posting pictures of their 
visits to the tree while it was still 
standing. 

In 2007 an article published by 
University of Arkansas Coopera-
tive Extension Office said the tree 
was a Loblolly Pine, the type of 
tree selected as the state tree in 
1939.

The article stated that the Mor-
ris Pine was one of the few virgin-
al trees of the Arkansas forest left 
standing. The article said that al-
most all of the trees of the virginal 
Arkansas forest are gone, but 
“fortunately a few were preserved 
in the Levi Wilcoxon Demonstra-
tion Forest in Ashley County near 
Hamburg.”  

The article also references the 
Morris Pine, and at that time 
the tree had a circumference of 
14.5 feet, a diameter 4.6 feet 
and a height of 117 feet and was 
thought to be about 300 years 
old.  

“This remnant stand is all that 
remains of the giants foresters 
described a century ago that rou-
tinely reached 140 feet tall with a 
diameter of more than 5.5 feet,” 
the article said.

The Morris Pine is just 13 feet 
shorter than what’s known as 
Arkansas’s “Champion Loblol-
ly” pine tree located in Howard 
County that stands at 143 feet. 
According to a news article pub-
lished by the Arkansas Demo-
crat Gazzette in 2018, the How-
ard County tree is had a 72-foot 
crown and 178-inch trunk.

The Native Tree’s Society’s 
webpage says that the Morris 
Pine was named after Louis Mor-
ris who was a long time company 
employee who grew up near the 
tree.

Other names found online for 
the pine include the “Monarch 
Pine” and the “Mattoon Pine” 
after Wilbur Mattoon, a noted 
USDA Forest Service researcher 
and educator. Most sources state 
that it was named in 1950 as the 
Morris Pine.

A sign on the tree said the tree 
stood at 130 feet tall, and mea-
sured 164 feet around and was 
62.7 inches in diameter.

According to neighbors, Nick Wood’s mobile home just off Promise Land Road was destroyed by winds during Saturday’s storms.

What appears to be a metal carport from the carwash on South Main Street in Hamburg blocks traffic from Polk Street after being 
blown away by storms.

sett. An EF-1 touched down on 
Saturday morning at 2:45 a.m. 
and moved 4.47 miles before 
stopping around 2:52 a.m. 

The report says the storm be-

gan west of Ashley 286 and 
traveled east towards Hancock 
Road. It crossed Hancock and 
picked up just before reaching 
Hamm Lane. 

The tornado’s max width was 
650 yards and its peak winds 
were reported at 108 mph.

Just minutes after that storm 
ended, an EF-1 with peak winds 

of 105 mph touched down in Milo 
around 2:54 a.m. and lasted until 
3:04 a.m. 

That tornado traveled 9.38 
miles and was 800 yards wide. 

Trees fell throughout the region when storms moved through Saturday including one near Snyder that landed on a vehicle in the 
roadway.

Severe storms early Saturday 
morning caused minor damage 
on the University of Arkansas–
Monticello and left most resi-
dential students without power. 
There were no reports of injury or 
unsafe conditions.

Maxwell Hall, a residence hall 
on campus, sustained the most 
visible damage, as a large sec-
tion of roof covering was blown 
off by wind, but this did not lead 
to damage to the rooms below. 

No serious structural effects on 
campus buildings were imme-
diately identified, though a tree 
damaged a part of the garage 
at the chancellor’s residence. 
A number of trees and limbs all 
around the Monticello campus 
are down, and crews have been 
working to remove them safely 
since early Saturday morning. 

CTC 

Cancels 

Classes 

For Lack 

Of Power

HSD
Cancels 

Classes
Hamburg Schools will be closed 

again Tuesday, Jan. 14.


