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The Arkansas State Highway 
Commission has approved bids 
for two projects to improvement 
roadways in Ashley County, ac-
cording to Arkansas Department 
of Transportation (ARDOT) of-
ficials. 

The purpose of the first project 
is to overlay two miles of selected 
sections of various city streets in 
Montrose and and 1.1 miles of 
selected sections of various city 
streets in Portland.

Montrose streets will include 
W. 9th Street, W. 8th Street, 
W. 7th Street, E. Oak Street, 
W. 5th Street, E. 2nd Street, 
School Street, W. 4th Street, W. 
3rd Street, W. 2nd Street, Lake 
Street, Willow Street, E. Walnut 
Street, E. 3rd Street, and Elm 
Street.

Portland roadways will include 
selected sections of Peacock 
Street, Matthews Street, 2nd 
Avenue, Elm Street, and Bain 
Drive. 

Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel Com-
pany of Pine Bluff was awarded 
the contract at $568,103.29.

Construction is scheduled to be-
gin in two to four weeks, weather 
permitting. Completion is expect-
ed in mid 2019. 

The purpose of the second 
project is to overlay 1.4 miles of 
various city streets in Crossett to 
include Cedar Street, E. 9th Av-
enue, and Beech Street.

Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel Com-
pany of Pine Bluff was awarded 
the contract at $352,095.90.

Construction is scheduled to be-
gin in two to four weeks, weather 
permitting. Completion is expect-
ed in mid 2019.

Travel information can be found 
at IDriveArkansas.com or ArDOT.
gov.

Road 
Projects 

Approved

The University of Arkansas at 
Monticello announced its plans 
to assist dislocated workers at a 
leadership roundtable Monday 
held at its technical campus in 
Crossett. 

The university is extending 
deadlines, offering career servic-
es, and making scholarship funds 
available. 

The public meeting was called 
in response to the June 4 an-
nouncement by Georgia-Pacific 
that an estimated 550 workers 
would be laid off by the end of 
2019 in closures of operations in 
its Crossett bleached board, pulp-
ing and extrusion operations.

Chancellor Karla Hughes said, 
“We’re here today to do two things. 
First, I want to offer thoughts and 
prayers to the effected workforce, 
which is nearly everyone in this 
community and surrounding com-
munities. Second, UAM is here to 
offer hope and opportunity both 
through education and retraining. 
Even if you don’t plan to attend 
one of our three campuses, we 
want to offer service that can help 
you get another job.”

Hughes recognized that Geor-
gia-Pacific has been a great 
partner with UAM, especially the 
Crossett campus. 

On the reason for the meeting, 
she said, “Our core students, 
alumni and support come from 
throughout Southeast Arkansas.” 

The rural counties in that corner 
of the state “supply the majority 

Roundtable Looks Ahead For GP Workers

Representatives from several area agencies meet with those of University of Arkansas at Monticello to discuss avenues the institu-
tion will take to aid dislocated workers including extending deadlines and making scholarship funds available.

Ten junior and senior high school students from Ashley County attended a Medical Application of Science for Health (M*A*S*H) 
camp at Ashley County Medical Center in Crossett June 17-28. The students and their instructors are (from left) Shirley White, co-
camp coordinator, Crossett; Avery Hawkins, Hamburg; Ashton Kilcrease, Hamburg; Cami Murphy, Hamburg; Jami-Lynn Hamilton, 
Crossett; Jaisley Holland, Hamburg; (kneeling) Shawna Hawkins, co-camp coordinator, Hamburg; Jacob Ward, camp assistant; 
Daniela Mondragon, Hamburg; Carson Clark, Hamburg; Allison Nicole Martin, Hamburg; Kendall Herring, Hamburg; and Anestasia 
Caldwell, Crossett.

Ten junior and senior high 
school students from Ashley 
County attended a Medical Ap-
plication of Science for Health 
(M*A*S*H) camp at Ashley 
County Medical Center in Cros-
sett June 17-28.

The two-week summer medical 
enrichment experience allows 

high school students to shadow 
health professionals and attend 
workshops that enhance their 
experiences in the health-care 
field. 

They learn about pharmacy, 
therapy, CPR, anatomy, surgery, 
emergency medical response 
and more. The program hopes to 

encourage rural youth interested 
in medical fields to continue their 
education and then return to ru-
ral areas to work.

M*A*S*H students are spon-
sored by their local county Farm 
Bureaus and the M*A*S*H Part-
nership, which includes the Uni-
versity of Arkansas for Medical 

Science’s Regional Centers, Ar-
kansas Farm Bureau and Delta 
Dental. 

Arkansas Farm Bureau is a 
nonprofit, private farm and rural 
advocacy organization of more 
than 190,000 families through-
out the state working to improve 
farm and rural life.

MASH Camp Encourages Medical Professions

of our students, our alumni settle 
in these areas to work and raise 
families, and to become commu-
nity leaders,” Hughes said. “Edu-
cational institutions hold small 
towns together. At UAM, we take 
that role very seriously.” 

Hughes said that the college 
wants to make education obtain-
able to anyone interested in be-
ing retrained, and anyone who 
may have a dependent whose 
plans for college may recently 
have changed. 

Hughes announced UAM’s cur-
rent plan to address the layoffs. 
Among other measures, the col-
lege is extending the upcoming 

academic year’s scholarship 
deadline for all campuses until 
Aug. 15. (The deadline change 
is effective for all applicants, re-
gardless of their relationship to 
GP.) 

Hughes said that special cir-
cumstance designations are 
available for eligible students 
who have applied for admission 
and have been impacted by the 
GP closures, which means their 
application for financial aid can 
be reevaluated. 

She said gifts from the execu-
tive council have established a 
new UAM Foundation Fund ac-
count. Donations from UAM lead-

ership started the scholarship 
fund, which will be designated 
for those who have been directly 
affected by the GP announce-
ment and their dependents. Eli-
gible students could attend any 
UAM campus. 

She said tax-deductible dona-
tions from the public are also be-
ing accepted for the scholarship 
funds. Interested donors may 
contact Jeff Weaver, Vice Chan-
cellor for Advancement at (870) 
460-1328. 

Several members of UAM staff 
on the panel mentioned that 
they too had been dislocated or 
otherwise affected by major lay-

offs. Each echoed the hope for 
dislocated workers that career 
changes don’t necessarily mean 
relocation. 

Hughes also mentioned that 
the Crossett campus has been 
and will continue to offer space 
to employers who want to hold 
interviews. She said UAM’s plan 
also included offering career ser-
vices in Crossett on campus and 
at any local job fairs, workshops, 
or other events where UAM staff 
can assist with resumé writing, 
job searching and counseling.

Linda Rushing, Vice Chancel-
lor of the Crossett campus, an-

The South Arkansas Symphony 
Orchestra has announced their 
63rd concert season — Musi-
cal Escapes. From the baritone 
of Nat King Cole to the classical 
traditions of the Franz Schubert’s 
String Quartet No. 14, the 2019-
20 season will transport listeners 
to another time and place.

“Every concert is a reason to 
sit back and enjoy as the sym-
phony takes you on a journey to 
far away places,” Kermit Poling, 
music director and conductor for 
the symphony, said.

To kick off the season, on Sept. 
7 the symphony will celebrate the 
100th Anniversary of Nat King 
Cole, one of the most popular 
and influential entertainers of the 
20th century with a tribute con-
cert featuring baritone vocalist 
Caesar in the El Dorado Munici-
pal Auditorium. 

The celebration will feature 
Caesar’s personally selected jazz 
combo, including Natalie Cole’s 
guitarist.

On Oct. 31, dare to experience 
the chilling 1922 German silent 
horror film, “Nosferatu” accom-
panied by South Arkansas Sym-
phony music director Kermit Pol-
ing’s original score performed by 
the West Edge String Quartet live 
at the First Financial Music Hall in 
El Dorado’s Murphy Arts District.

As a special addition to its regu-
lar season, the South Arkansas 
Symphony will partner with the 
Murphy Arts District and the Ar-
kansas Festival Ballet to bring the 
beloved holiday classic “The Nut-
cracker” on Nov. 30. Under the 
artistic direction of AFB founder 
and choreographer Rebecca Mill-
er Stalcup, “The Nutcracker” will 
feature Arkansas Festival Ballet 
and guest dancers accompanied 
by the South Arkansas Sym-
phony Orchestra’s performance 
of Tchaikovsky’s famous score, 
under the direction of conductor 
Kermit Poling.

On Jan. 25, the symphony will 
travel to First United Methodist 
Church in Magnolia for the Ar-
kansas premiere of the Concierto 
de Chiaro with guitarist Giovanni 
De Chiaro and symphony music 
director Kermit Poling. The duo 
recently won the silver medal in 
the Global Music Awards for their 
performance of the concerto with 
the London Symphony Orches-
tra.

The gold medal winner of the 
69th Annual Wideman Interna-
tional Piano Competition will 
perform on March 21 in an im-
pressive chamber concert in the 
Municipal Auditorium. Then, on 
April 25 piano prodigy Antonio 
“Nio” Ajero will be featured at the 
Municipal Auditorium in an inspi-
rational orchestra performance 
of Russia’s great composers, 
including Prokofiev’s Piano Con-
certo No. 3 and Rachmaninoff’s 
Symphony No. 2.

May will bring two performanc-
es, including a testament to the 
beauty of life, Franz Schubert’s 
String Quartet No. 14 — also 
known as “Death and the Maid-
en” — performed by the Emerald 
String Quartet on May 16; and, 
per tradition, the annual Sym-
phony on the Square which will 
feature a tour of some of the most 
rousing music in the American 
canon on May 23.

Founded in 1956 as one of the 
first orchestras in Arkansas, the 
symphony is a 70-member pro-
fessional orchestra — the largest 
performing arts organization in 
South Arkansas. Today, the or-
chestra is the oldest in the state. 
The orchestra’s rich 60-plus-year 
tradition is built upon a firm foun-
dation of artist excellence. The 
vision of the symphony is to op-
erate as a musical leader widely 
recognized for the quality of its 
music performances and pro-
grams; to provide significant con-
tributions to the civic and cultural 
life of the community; to enhance 
the impact of its role in education; 
and to develop a broad and di-
verse audience.

For more information about the 
season, contact the symphony at 
863-4547 or log on to their web-
site at southarkansassymphony.
org.

Symphony 
Schedule 
Released

Earlier this month, the state 
experienced record flooding that 
impacted a number of communi-
ties along the Arkansas River, 
causing extensive damage. Sev-
eral levees were impacted, as a 
result, including the breach of the 
Holla Bend Levee in Yell County. 
For those reasons, Governor Asa 
Hutchinson issued Executive Or-
der 19-10 to create the Arkansas 
Levee Task Force to study and 
analyze the current conditions of 
the state’s levees.

Members of the Task Force 
will also identify sources and 
requirements for funding the 
construction, repair, and mainte-
nance of the levees; study pro-
spective monitoring and report-
ing systems for maintenance of 
the levees; and review adequacy 
of current laws and organization-
al structure of the levee system 

and levee district boards.
In addition, the governor an-

nounced he will request legisla-
tive approval for $10 million to 
be made available through the 
Arkansas Department of Emer-
gency Management, in consul-
tation with the Arkansas Natural 
Resources Commission, for im-
mediate levee repair.

“The Flood of 2019 revealed the 
many weaknesses in our state’s 
system of levees and points to 
the urgent need to formulate a 
plan to coordinate inspection 
and maintenance in coopera-
tion with the Corps of Engineers 
and the local levee boards,” said 
Hutchinson. “We can’t postpone 
this planning until another his-
toric flood puts us to a test. The 
Arkansans who live and work 
along our waterways depend on 
our leaders to secure their safety 

as much as humanly possible by 
ensuring we incorporate the best 
practices and technology to for-
tify our levees.”

The Task Force shall provide 
a report of its findings and make 
recommendations to the gover-
nor for improved monitoring and 
maintenance of the state’s levee 
system by Dec. 31 and may pro-
vide additional reports and rec-
ommendations as necessary.

Members of the Task Force are 
as follows:

 • Jami Cook - Chair
 Secretary, Department of Pub-

lic Safety 
 • Tommy Land
 Arkansas Land Commissioner
 • Wes Ward
 Secretary, Department of Ag-

riculture
 • Larry Walther
 Secretary, Department of Fi-

nance and Administration
 • Bruce Holland
 Director, Arkansas Natural Re-

sources Commission
 • A.J. Gary
 Director, Arkansas Department 

of Emergency Management
 • Deidre Smith
 Director, Arkansas Waterways 

Commission
 • Shelby Johnson
 Director, Geographic Informa-

tion Office
The Task Force will also in-

clude at least one county judge, 
one county clerk, and one mu-
nicipal elected official. Additional 
citizens, including legislators, 
with knowledge of the engineer-
ing, construction, funding, or 
oversight of levees, as well as 
citizens representing flood-im-
pacted areas, shall be added, as 
the governor deems necessary.

Gov. Hutchinson Creates Levee Task Force
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