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The Hamburg Chamber of 
Commerce hosted their first 
Drive In Movie family event and 
organizers say it went really well.

The Hamburg Chamber played 
The Little Rascals behind the 
courthouse in a drive in style 
even on Saturday night.

“I was so encouraged and im-
pressed with everyone who at-
tended,” Georganna Cossey, the 
Chamber’s executive director 
said.

 She also said there were no is-
sues with social distancing and 
everyone followed the guidelines.

“Everyone was in great spir-
its, and they all stayed with their 
group. It was easy and rewarding 
to see and be in the presences 
of all the ‘Good Vibes,’” Cossey 
said.

This is something they hope to 
do on a regular basis. Cossey 
said it was something they came 
up with to give back to the com-
munity.

There was no admission 
charged and no sponsors as it 
was solely organized and funded 
by the chamber.

They are currently looking at 
having another Family Movie 
Night at Carl Locke Pavilion, be-
hind the courthouse on Aug. 8. 
Cossey said a new poll will be 
created soon on social media 
for the public to vote for the next 
movie.

Cossey said they also have cre-
ated a Community Calendar for 
everyone to keep up with other 
events in our area. This calendar 
is on our website: www.hamburg-
chamber.com

The evening also included a 
variety of concessions and food 
trucks and the proceeds will ben-
efit a local charity.

“We are donating a portion of 
the proceeds from the food trucks 
to The Hamburg Food Pantry; I’m 
really excited about that,” Cossey 
said.

“We will continue looking for 
ways to ‘give back’ and bless our 
community.”
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Hamburg High School holds its graduation ceremony on the fresh turf of Campbell Field Saturday at 10 a.m. Families were invited but were required to social distance from each other in the stands.

Carson Clark, valedictorian, prepares to give a speech he called the Pain of Change.

Tracy Streeter announces approximately $1.5 million in scholarships awarded to various students.

Junior flag bearers Allison Martin and Gabriela Mondragon carry in the flags Saturday.

The June report from the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics showed 
more people earning paychecks, 
but unemployment rates still ex-
ceeding pre-COVID-19 levels. 

“The report was considerably 
more positive than most pre-re-
port estimates anticipated, sug-
gesting that the recovery in June 
from COVID-related shutdowns 
was stronger than expected,” 
said John Anderson, head of 
Agricultural Economics and Agri-
business for the University of 
Arkansas System Division of Ag-
riculture and the Dale Bumpers 
College of Agricultural, Food and 
Life Sciences. 

“The headline number from the 
report was an increase in total 
non-farm payroll employment 
of 4.8 million persons,” he said. 
“This follows an increase of 2.7 
million in May. 

“This two-month gain in em-
ployment of 7.5 million people 
is unprecedented in the employ-
ment data for the entire” post-
World War II period, Anderson 
said. “Unfortunately, it follows a 
two-month, March-April period 
in which an-also-unprecedented 
22.2 million people lost their 
jobs.” 

While employment remained 
well below its pre-COVID level, 
“it has, nonetheless, recovered 
considerably more rapidly than 
most observers expected,” he 
said. 

June’s employment gains 
translated into a drop of 2.2 per-

centage points in the national 
unemployment rate, which stood 
at 11.1 percent. It’s the highest 
rate of the post-war period. Only 
December 1982 comes close at 
10.8 percent. 

The June unemployment rate 
for Arkansas hadn’t yet been 
released. The April unemploy-
ment rate in Arkansas was 10.8 
percent, but fell to 9.5 percent in 
May, according to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics.

See Anderson’s analysis and 
other reports on the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic on the 
economy at https://bit.ly/AR-Ag-
Eco-Impacts2020. 

To learn about extension and 
research programs in Arkansas, 
visit www.division.uaex.edu.

 About the 

Division of Agriculture

The University of Arkansas 
System Division of Agriculture’s 
mission is to strengthen agricul-
ture, communities, and families 
by connecting trusted research 
to the adoption of best practices. 
Through the Agricultural Experi-
ment Station and the Coopera-
tive Extension Service, the Di-
vision of Agriculture conducts 
research and extension work 
within the nation’s historic land 
grant education system.

The Division of Agriculture is 
one of 20 entities within the Uni-
versity of Arkansas System. It 
has offices in all 75 counties in 
Arkansas and faculty on five sys-
tem campuses.
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Law enforcement officers 
across Arkansas are working a 
speed enforcement plan. The op-
eration is being publicized across 
the state using a public message 
headline, “Obey the Sign or Pay 
the Fine.”

The intensified enforcement 
plan involving both state and 
local departments will continue 
through the Sunday, July 19. Ad-
ditionally throughout the month 
of July, the Arkansas State Police 
will contribute patrol resources in 
a Regional Speed Enforcement 
Plan that targets speeding viola-
tors on particular selected days 
of the week. 

The participating states include 
Arkansas, Iowa, Kansas, Mis-
souri and Nebraska.

“Speeding is synonymous with 
tragedy and death on our road-
ways,” said Colonel Bill Bryant, 
director of the Arkansas State 
Police and the Governor’s High-
way Safety Representative. “It’s 
a proven fact, higher speeds 
significantly reduce a driver’s 
reaction time and ability to steer 
safely around other vehicles, 
roadway hazards, and unex-
pected highway exits or detours 
in highway construction zones.”

Drivers who ignore the speed 
limit put themselves, their pas-
sengers, and others at tremen-
dous risk. During calendar year 

2018, speeding was a contribut-
ing factor in 26 percent of all fatal 
motor vehicle crashes in the U.S. 
and 9,378 people lost their lives 
in the crashes, according to data 
from the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA). 
In Arkansas 131 deaths were at-
tributed to speed related crashes 
during 2018.

Already this year, Arkansas 
traffic fatalities are on the rise. 
According to preliminary NHTSA 
Fatality Analysis Reporting data, 
fatalities in speeding related 
crashes are increasing at an 
alarming rate. Through the end 
of June (2020) 84 people have 
died in speed related crashes, 
compared to 63 at the same time 
last year which equates to a 33 
percent increase.

“Driving above the posted 
speed limit or speeding during 
inclement weather conditions 
dramatically increases the prob-
ability that a motorist will be in-
volved in a crash,” Colonel Bry-
ant said. “State troopers want to 
be sure the highways are safe 
and stopping speeding drivers is 
a top priority.”

The goal of these enforcement 
efforts is to save lives and make 
drivers aware that no excuses for 
speeding are acceptable. When 
it comes to speeding, Obey the 
Sign or Pay the Fine.
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