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It’s time again for Ashley Coun-
ty’s GO RED events.

Tickets and shirts are on sale 
with a new shirt design event 
logo. Go Red sponsors are ask-
ing everyone to join in the fight 
against heart disease! 

Dr. Huber, from Arkansas Heart 
Hospital, will be the keynote 
speaker at this year’s banquet!

Ashley County Go Red was 
started to promote awareness of 
cardiovascular disease among 

Ashley County Go Red Sparks Awareness With Events
Community Asked To Wear Red, Get Screened, And Enjoy Banquet

A vacancy on Ashley County 
Quorum Court was filled last 
month.

County Judge Jim Hudson said 
he recommended John R. Byrd 
Jr. of Hamburg for the appoint-
ment after he visited residents in 
District 4.

Hiram Taylor, who was elected 
to the position in 2018 announced 
in September that he would be 
moving from the district and 
would have to vacate his seat.

Judge Hudson said he decided 
to go out into the neighborhood 
and go door to door. Hudson said 
that Byrd was heavily suggested 
by those who live in the area.

“Several people told me that 
they thought he (Byrd) would 
be good and so I reached out to 
him,” Hudson said. “He’s an attor-
ney and so I thought that might 
be a good voice to have out 
there,” he said.

Byrd is a practicing attorney 
with Byrd Law Firm in Hamburg.

He was appointed by Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson in December to serve 
out the remainder of Taylor’s term 
which ends Dec. 31, 2020.

Billie Pippen is running unop-
posed for the District 4 seat in 
November and will take office 
Jan. 1, 2021.
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women in Ashley County.
It is made up of a committee 

of ladies from Ashley County. 
Current members are Linda Mc-
Dougald, Angela Willhite, Loretta 
Stell, Kay Wood, Pollyanna Burt, 

Shawna Hawkins, Ramona Hill, 
Carolyn Watt, and Karen Brown.

All monies raised from t-shirt 
sales and banquet ticket sales 
stays in Ashley County and is 
used to fund free health screen-

ings and educational materials 
and to purchase AEDs when 
funds allow.

Their goal is make Ashley 
County healthier and more 
aware of heart disease!

National Go Red for Women 
Day is Friday, Feb. 7. It will be 
followed Tuesday, Feb. 11 with 
free health screening in Ham-
burg and Crossett.

The Hamburg screening will 

take place in Southern Bancorp’s 
lobby from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Crossett screenings will be from 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the lobbies 
of Ashley County Medical Cen-
ter, First State Bank, Timberline 
Credit Union, and Century Next 
Bank.

Free screenings will include 
blood pressure, heart rates, glu-
cose, and cholesterol checks.

Also, Lions Club will offer free 
digital eye screenings at the 
Crossett branch of Timberline 
Credit Union, and the Wellness 
Center will offer blood pressure, 
glucose and Body Mass index 
read outs.

The annual Go Red Banquet 
will be Thursday, Feb. 27 in First 
Baptist Church’s multi ministry 
building at 703 Pine St. in Cros-
sett. The doors will open at 5 p.m. 
and the banquet and meal will 
begin at 6 p.m. Tickets are $20 
and are available now by contact-
ing Joyce Cummins at 364-1271. 
Deadline to purchase tickets is 
Feb. 14. 

This group is working to edu-
cate Ashley County residents 
about heart disease being the 
number one killer, more than all 
the cancers combined, asking 
everyone to make it their mission 
to fight it in men and women.

A convenience store in North 
Crossett was robbed at gunpoint 
over the weekend.

According to Ashley County 
Investigator Josh Pollock, depu-
ties of the Ashley County sheriff’s 
office responded to a robbery at 
around 2:10 a.m. on Jan. 5 at the 
E-Z Mart gas station located on 
Arkansas Highway 52.

Pollock said on Monday morn-
ing that no arrests had been 
made and they could only re-
lease limited information as the 
investigation was still pending.

Pollock confirmed that the sus-
pect did have a gun, but did not 
release the type of gun.

The suspect, who officials be-
lieve was a male, allegedly en-
tered the store wearing a Victoria 
Secret Pink sweatshirt and ac-
cording to Pollock the suspect’s 
face was covered with only their 
eyes visible. The store reported 
that approximately $95 was sto-
len, but Pollock said no one was 
harmed during the incident.

The incident was still under in-
vestigation at press time and offi-
cials are asking that anyone who 
may have information regarding 
the incident contact the sheriff’s 
office at 870-853-2040.
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Several Ashley County residents celebrate the New Year last week with dancing and confetti in downtown Crossett. The city held 
its first ball drop near the First Avenue and Main Street intersection with the ball rigged to drop along the flag pole there. (See 
more photos on page 3 of this week’s edition.)

New Year, New Decade Start With
New Celebration For Ashley County

The 2020 Go Red t-shirt design 
has been released.

The Hamburg and Crossett 
homecoming queens represent-
ed their communities at this sea-
son’s Liberty Bowl in Memphis, 
Tenn.

Hamburg’s Queen Ciara Tucker 
and Crossett’s Queen Rebekah 
Frisby were two of the three 
homecoming queens represent-
ing Arkansas last weekend dur-
ing the Autozone Liberty Bowl. 

Each year homecoming queens 
from all over the country are in-
vited to represent their respective 
states during the Liberty Bowl 
game and pregame events. 

The girls toured St. Jude’s Hos-
pital, participated in a game day 
parade, and danced with country 
singer Scotty McCreery during 
half time of the Navy vs. Kansas 
State game.
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Hamburg’s Queen Ciara Tucker and Crossett’s Queen Rebekah Frisby represent Ashley County 
and Arkansas at this year’s Liberty Bowl events in Memphis, Tenn.

The New Year begins a new era 
at Ashley County Ledger as the 
staff will begin working remotely.

Stories, photos, or drop off 
subscription renewals may still 
be slipped through the mail slot 
beside the front door of the 107 
N. Main St. location, however, 
the office will no longer maintain 
regular hours of operation. 

Community members have 
largely moved from in-office inter-
actions to electronic communica-
tion over the last decade, and the 
Ledger staff hopes to better serve 
them by moving out of the office 
and into the community.

With this change we hope to 
make staff members more avail-
able to attend local functions, 
though we will still rely on resi-

dents to let us know as they plan 
events by calling or e-mailing. 
The phone number will remain 
the same and is (870) 853-2424; 
the new fax number will be (870) 
364-7064.

Our mailing address will also re-
main the same at P.O. Box 471, 
Hamburg, AR 71646.

We continue to process and de-
liver printing orders. Just call or 
e-mail as normal.

The increasingly popular www.
ashleycountyledger.com web-
site will continue to provide 24/7 
news and information as well.

“We’re excited that we can now 
focus our resources on providing 
even better coverage of the local 
area and providing our readers 
with the timely and factual infor-
mation they’ve come to expect 
from us,” said Publisher Barney 
White.

 “We know this might cause 
a temporary inconvenience to 
some of our readers and custom-
ers, but we hope to be even more 
accessible to our neighbors and 
friends that have patronized us 
their entire lives.”

Ledger Makes Changes 
For Coming Year


