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Representatives from Geor-
gia Pacific went before Ashley 
County Quorum Court Aug. 13 to 
ask for clarification on their Act 9 
Bonds for tax purposes.

The quorum court approved a 
bond agreement in October 2018 
that would allow Georgia Pacific 
to receive a 65 percent tax abate-
ment for a 25-year project. 

On Tuesday, representatives 
from Georgia Pacific came be-
fore the quorum court regarding 
assessment of the property.

Tax Assessor Beth Rush said 
that because the items present-
ed to her by the company were 
not listed on the original contract, 
she could not assess them at the 
discounted value. 

Rush said that she was taught 
at her training with the assessors 
association that if it’s not on the 
agreement, she can’t assess it 
under the agreement.

“I stand by what I was told,” 
she said. “If it’s not listed on that 
agreement, I can’t add it.”

Mike Parker, a bond attorney 
representing GP, said the items 
now listed were presented as 
part of a project and not item-
ized out because when a project 
starts certain things can’t be pre-
dicted.

Justice Hyram Taylor asked 
why Georgia Pacific’s attorneys 
were not aware of this technicali-
ty and why the original document 
didn’t include the itemized list, if 
that was what was required by 
an assessor.

“I’ve been doing this for a long 
time, in my experience, this layer 
of detail is not attached to the 
original documents,” Parker said. 
“It’s okay to identify a project by 
stating ‘machinery and equip-
ment’ associated a specific proj-
ect number.”

Parker told the court that the 

original agreement stated that 
the project was not to exceed 
$70 million dollars and to date 
the project is only at $53 million.

“I’m not in any mood to be 
abating any additional taxes or 
changing tax base,” Justice Car-
lton Lawrence said. “If what we 
are doing is just cleaning up what 
we’ve already done, then I’m 
okay with it.”

Justice Ron Miller made a mo-
tion that the court approve the list 
and add it to the contract so that 
Rush could assess it. Justice 
Danny Rice seconded the motion 
and the court voted unanimously 
to approve it.

County Judge Jim Hudson sug-
gested that because future items 
could be added as this is a 25-
year project, that the court could 
go ahead an approve all items up 
to 70 million so as to not “have 
this same meeting again and 
again.”

The court voted in favor of al-
lowing the judge to sign off on 
any changes made in the future 
as long as it did not exceed the 
original contract amount.

In other news, Brian Farmer 
appeared before the court to dis-
cuss an abandoned county road. 

Miller told Farmer that the court 
could not help him because 
they only allocated money and 
he would need to meet with the 
judge to discuss where the mon-
ey was spent. 

Justices also approved two 
ordinances that were discussed 
at last month’s meeting. Ordi-
nance number 2019-16 autho-
rizes the clerk to transfer funds 
in the amount of $1,342.55 for 
a security upgrade. The second 
ordinance authorizes the clerk to 
create expenditure codes for the 
buyout of the compactor at the 
landfill which is currently leased.

Justices Consider 

G–P Tax Agreement

The Hamburg School District 
received nearly $150,000 as a 
good faith deposit on the bonds 
that were recently sold to an in-
vestment firm.

Jason Holsclaw with Stephens 
Public Finance Department pre-
sented a resolution to the Ham-
burg School Board Aug. 12 to 
approve bonds that were recently 
sold to finance the upcoming 
projects at HSD.

Holsclaw said that Robert Bay-
er is the investment company 
who won the bid with an interest 
rate of 2.94 percent. The bonds 
sold for nearly $7.5 million with 
an additional premium of about 
$126,000.

Holsclaw said interest rates are 
low and there is a high demand 
for bonds, so Hamburg was able 
to receive a little more money 
than originally anticipated.

Hamburg will receive approxi-
mately $7,626,000 less the esti-
mated $150,000 in underwriting 
and other professional fees.

Holsclow told the board that be-
cause of the tax exemption that 
comes with the bonds, the proj-
ects built with the money would 
have certain stipulations includ-
ing “no private activity.” One of 
the board members questioned 
if this would prevent the district 
from selling sponsorships to the 
football field as one of the projects 
is building a turf football field.

Holsclow said that there will be 
some restrictions but that it could 
be done and that his firm could 
review any advertising contracts 
to make sure they didn’t violate 
any of those restrictions.

The sale of the bonds is ex-
pected to close on Aug. 28 and 
Holsclow said the money would 
be wired into the district’s ac-
count.

The projects to be funded in-
clude $1.5 million for two class-
rooms; an alternative learning 
environment classroom; an art 
room; and restrooms on the 
Hamburg High School campus; 
as well as $1.15 million to build a 
baseball field, soccer field, bath-
rooms, concessions and a park-
ing lot

It also includes $1.1 million 
to expand and remodel the au-
ditorium on the Hamburg High 
School campus; $800,000 to 
convert the grass football field to 
an artificial turf field; $600,000 to 
remodel the gym, including roof, 
interior, exterior, HVAC and elec-
trical; $446,000 to refurbish the 
track; $300,000 to add plumbing, 
restrooms, dressing rooms, stor-
age, and water fountains in the 
indoor facility for female athletes; 
and $174,370 for new HVAC for 
the cafeteria, kitchen, dressing 
rooms and concession area.

Other remodeling will include 
the concession area on the Port-
land campus and building a cov-
ered walkway to the main building 
on Portland campus; $344,500 
to remodel the restrooms on the 
Nobel/Allbritton campus; $65,000 
to connect the Marilyn Chambers 
Building to the main building on 
the Nobel/Allbritton campus; 
$197,600 to remodel bathrooms 
on the Hamburg Middle School 
campus.

Approximately $150,000 of the 
funds will be set aside for pro-
fessional fees associated with 
the project, the cost of the bond 
issue, and potential project cost 
overages.

District 
Prepares 
Building 
Projects

A jury found an Ashley County 
man guilty of first degree murder 
but could not agree on a sen-
tence.

Anthony D. Brown, 50, of 
Parkdale was found guilty of 
murder in the first degree after 
he poured gasoline on Jesse 
Burton and burned him alive. 

“We all have our ideas of the 
worst possible death, and be-
ing burned alive has to be at the 
top,” Circuit Judge Bynum Gib-
son said during the sentencing 
phase of the two day trial. 

The charges against Brown 
were filed in January after Bur-
ton’s death on New Year’s Eve. 
The original report from the in-
vestigator, Mark Griever, said 
that Burton died at Chicot Memo-
rial Medical Center after witness-
es, and Burton himself, reported 
the incident to Griever. 

According to Griever’s affidavit 

for arrest filed in January, Griev-
er spoke with Burton in the am-
bulance before he was transport-
ed and at that time Burton was 
repeatedly saying that Brown 
“came out of nowhere” and set 
him on fire.

Brown was formally charged 
with first degree murder and 
appeared before a circuit judge 
for a first appearance on Jan. 2. 
Originally Brown’s jury trial was 
set for May, but it was continued 
until last week. 

Deputy Prosecutor Frank Spain 
represented the state and Jimmy 
Morris represented Brown. The 
jury was selected and began 
hearing testimonies and viewing 
exhibits on Tuesday. 

The jury heard testimony from 
Griever, Lameteca Caldwell, and 
Jermiah Williams and also re-
viewed video and audio record-
ings of testimonies by Brown and 

the 911 call made by Burton. 
According to the witness tes-

timony and exhibits presented, 
the incident happened at Reuben 
Mooney’s home in Parkdale and 
was not the first altercation be-
tween the two. Witnesses stated 
that Brown had approached Bur-
ton on three other occasions with 
guns, but nothing ever transpired 
until the gasoline incident. 

Caldwell testified that he saw 
Brown approach the victim, who 
was sitting on the steps out-
side of a residence, pour a cup 
of something on him and say, 
“you must not know, I’m Wayne 
Brown.” According to testimony 
by Caldwell and Williams, Brown 
continued to say similar phrases 
after he lit Burton on fire. 

Spain argued that Brown took 
the cup of gasoline to the loca-
tion where Burton was with full 
intent to kill him. Morris argued 

that not only was the murder an 
accident, but the cause of death 
was not certain and therefore 
Brown could not be found guilty. 

When the medical examiner 
testified on Wednesday, Morris 
asked multiple questions about 
the defendant’s heart and cause 
of death. 

In closing statements, Morris 
told the jury that because there 
was a chance that the victim 
died from a heart condition and 
not burns that they could not find 
Brown guilty. 

“Reasonable doubt is when a 
medical examiner can’t say for 
certain,” Morris said. 

Morris said there was evidence 
that Burton suffered a heart at-
tack and that it was an opinion 
that it was caused by “the pain 
and stress of burns,” but that it 
could not be determined whether 
Burton would have died had he 
not already had certain heart 
conditions. 

Morris also pointed out the por-
tion of the medical report that 
stated that Burton had other 
substances in his system such 
as cannabis, Fentanyl, opiates, 
morphine and nicotine-some of 
which was given to him while he 
was being treated by the ambu-
lance, but not all of it.

“The medical examiner said 
that those substances in his 
system could have affected his 
heart,” Morris said. “He (the ex-
aminer) couldn’t say that without 
the heart condition and all of the 
things affecting his heart that he 
still would have died, and that is 
reasonable doubt.” 

Morris told the jury that because 
the state had not met their bur-
den of proof that finding Brown 
guilty would not be following 
the law. He told the jury that he 
wasn’t saying his client was inno-
cent, but because of the burden 
of proof, he was not guilty. 

“You want someone to be re-
sponsible, it’s our nature,” Morris 
said. “You promised you would 
follow the law; if you can’t prove 
causation, you have no choice 
but to find him not guilty.” 

Spain said that the front page 
of the medical examiner’s report 
states that the victim died of ther-
mal burns and the fact that the 

medical examiner couldn’t say 
whether he would have survived 
the incident with a healthier heart 
doesn’t change the cause of 
death.

“His (the medical examiner’s) 
opinion was that he died as a re-
sult of being set on fire,” Spain 
said. “He didn’t die because of 
a heart condition, he died from 
burns.” 

The medical report declared 
that Burton’s heart failure was 
directly associated with injuries 
and that the burns caused “ex-
cessive strain on the heart.”

“It (the medical report) says di-
rectly associated with injures, so 
it’s a homicide,” Spain said. 

Morris also stated that his client 
never intended to kill Burton and 
referred to Brown’s recorded tes-
timony where Brown was seen 
crying hysterically stating that he 
did not mean to kill Burton.

Morris told the jury that if Brown 
had intended to kill Burton that 
he would have done so with the 
gun, that he reportedly had, dur-
ing the first three times Brown 
approached Burton.

Spain said that not only did 
Brown purposefully kill Burton, 
he planned it.

“He (Brown) said that he didn’t 
have any weapons so he took a 
cup of gasoline,” Spain said. “He 
said he was going to throw it on 
him and run away; that’s not just 
on purpose, that’s a plan.” 

According to Brown’s recorded 
testimony he had approached 
Burton three different times be-
fore the burning incident. 

“On the fourth time he lit him 
on fire and watched him burn,” 
Spain said. “Not only did he not 
try to put the fire out, he mocked 
him as he was on fire.” 

The jury went into deliberation 
for less than an hour and came 
back and declared Brown guilty 
of first-degree murder, however, 
the sentencing was not decided 
as swiftly. 

During the sentencing portion 
of the trial, Spain only called 
one witness and introduced two 
exhibits. He introduced Brown’s 
prior battery conviction and a 
photograph of Brown with one of 
his family members. 

Portland Murderer Issued A Life Sentence

The Taylor Smith Memorial Rose Garden is almost complete. It is located off of Highway 8 at Noble 

Elementary.

The University of Arkansas at 
Pine Bluff (UAPB) Agriculture 
Farm Field Day is set for Friday, 
Sept. 6, at the UAPB Agriculture 
Research Station on Oliver Road, 
off University Drive. The event is 
free and open to the public.

Field day registration begins at 
7:30 a.m. followed by welcoming 
remarks at 8:30 a.m. Field tours 
begin at 9 a.m. with the last tour 
at 10:30 a.m.

Guided tractor tours will take 
participants to educational stops. 
Research scientists and Exten-
sion specialists will be at each 
stop to explain their research, 
give updates and answer ques-
tions.

Participants will be able to 
choose from three tours with dif-
ferent themes: crops, animals, 
and honey bees/greenhouse. 

They can also go on a self-
guided tour and check out the 

exhibits, posters and farm equip-
ment on display.

Topics on the crops tour in-
clude the expansion of local pro-
duction systems in the Arkansas 
Delta, evaluation of sweet po-
tato breeding lines for yield and 
quality, breeding cowpea variet-
ies for fresh pea production and 
marketing, nutritional benefits of 
leafy vegetables and specialty 
crops, and the assessment of 
woody ornamentals in southeast 
Arkansas conditions.

On the animals tour, partici-
pants will learn about the control 
of barber pole worm in goats 
using ground black walnut hull, 
the use of probiotics and natu-
ral dietary supplements for food 
animals as a tool for pre-harvest 
food safety control, and the pro-
ductive performance and egg 
quality of hens fed diets includ-
ing peppermint oil.

The honey bees/greenhouse 
tour will feature a demonstration 
on the structure of honey bee 
colonies. 

Participants will also learn 
about the collection and evalua-
tion of sweet potato tops.

Dr. Doze Y. Butler, dean/direc-
tor for the UAPB School of Ag-
riculture, Fisheries and Human 
Sciences, will be the luncheon 
speaker. 

Dr. Butler joined UAPB in Aug. 
2019 after having served in a 
number of leadership roles at 
Southern University and A&M 
College in Baton Rouge, La.

A lunch ticket will be included 
with registration materials. Regis-
tration is free, but pre-registration 
is requested to aid in planning. 
To pre-register, contact Margaret 
Taylor at (870) 575-7144 or tay-
lorml@uapb.edu. On-site regis-
tration ends at 10:30 a.m.

Agriculture Farm Field Day Set
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