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The Delta Regional Authority 
(DRA) announced a $1,500,000 
investment into 11 organizations 
across the Mississippi River Del-

ta region including University of 
Arkansas – College of Technol-
ogy Crossett. The effort looks to 
align workforce and economic 

development strategies, en-
hance job training and re-em-
ployment opportunities, create 
sustainable talent pipelines, and 

DRA Grantees State Counties/Parishes Served Award 

Alabama 4th Judicial Circuit 
Community Correction 
Program 

AL Dallas $150,000 

Black River Technical 
College 

AR Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph $100,000 

UAM College of 
Technology-Crossett 

AR 
AR: Ashley, Bradley, Chicot, Desha, and Drew 
LA: Morehouse and Ouachita MS: Washington  
  

$150,000 

Todd County Fiscal Court KY Todd $149,964 

Jericho Road Episcopal 
Housing Initiative 

LA Orleans $150,000 

Research Park Corporation LA 

East Baton Rouge, West Baton Rouge, Livingston, 
Ascension, East Feliciana, West Feliciana, St. Helena, 
Tangipahoa, Washington, Iberville, Point Coupee, 
Lafourche, Assumption, and Terrebonne 

$150,000 

Missouri Rural Water 
Association 

MO 

Wright, Douglas, Ozark, Texas, Howell, Phelps, Dent, 
Crawford, Shannon, Oregon, Ripley, Carter, Reynolds, 
Iron, Washington, St. Francois, Ste. Genevieve, Madison, 
Wayne, Butler, Perry, Bollinger, Cape Girardeau, Stoddard, 
Scott, Mississippi, New Madrid, Dunklin, and Pemiscot 

$124,440 

Missouri State University MO 
Howell, Oregon, Texas, Douglas, Ozark, Wright, and 
Shannon 

$125,300 

Carroll County School 
District 

TN Carroll $132,695 

Northwest Tennessee 
Workforce Board, Inc. 

TN 
Benton, Carroll, Crockett, Dyer, Gibson, Henry, Lake, 
Obion, and Weakley 

$150,000 

TCAT Covington TN 

TN: Tipton, Lauderdale, Lake, Obion, Shelby, Fayette, 
Haywood, Dyer, Crockett, Hardeman, Weakley, Gibson, 
Madison, Chester, McNairy, Carroll, and Henry 
AR: Crittenden and Mississippi 
MS: DeSoto and Marshall 

$79,705 

 

support workforce productivity 
through investments in innova-
tive programming and technol-
ogy through the Delta Workforce 
Grant Program (DWP).

“DRA is committed to investing 
in workforce training and educa-
tion that supports job seekers, 
incumbent workers, and employ-
ers to help foster comprehensive 
economic development in Delta 
communities,” said DRA Federal 
Co-Chairman Chris Caldwell. 
“Through the Delta Workforce 
Grant Program, DRA is providing 
an opportunity for rural commu-
nities to have access to critical 
resources in order to strengthen 
their workforce, create jobs, and 
improve quality of life across the 
region.”

Through the DWP, grant ap-
plicants could apply for funding 
amounts between $25,000 and 
$150,000 to support workforce 
training and education in rural 
communities across the Delta re-
gion. To complement this funding 
opportunity, DRA will offer post-
award technical assistance to 
grantees to ensure projects are 
effectively and sustainably im-
plemented. To be considered eli-
gible, all awarded projects must 
target workforce training and 
education for individuals residing 
in the Delta region and include at 
least one industry partner seek-
ing to hire more skilled workers 
in a high-demand sector.

Investments will be focused 
on four key priorities: supporting 
industry-led workforce training, 
building collaborative talent pipe-

lines, developing or enhancing 
industry clusters, and accelerat-
ing regional economic develop-
ment.

UAM-CTC received the larg-
est amount available through 
the grant, which will be used to 
expand the welding lab on the 
campus. “Our concurrent weld-
ing student enrollment has been 
steadily growing, and along with 
our full-time welding program, we 
are in great need of space. We 
look forward to using these grant 
funds to continue to invest in this 
valuable career training oppor-
tunity for students from Ashley 
County and beyond,” said Linda 
Rushing, UAM-CTC vice chan-
cellor. The grant comes during a 
difficult year for Crossett, whose 
Georgia-Pacific facilities have 
seen hundreds of layoffs since 
the announcement of the closure 
of its bleached board operations 
this summer.

Both a certificate of proficiency 
in welding and a technical cer-
tificate in welding technology 
are available on the Crossett 
campus, and welding students 
often progress to earn an associ-
ate of applied science in general 
technology. UAM-CTC offers as-
sociate’s degrees, certificates of 
proficiency, and technical certifi-
cate programs aimed at provid-
ing students with entry level to 
advanced skills necessary in a 
competitive job market. For more 
information, contact the Univer-
sity of Arkansas at Monticello 
- Crossett campus at (870) 364-
6414.

DRA Announces $1.5 Million Investment 
Through New Workforce Development Initiative

UAM-CTC Obtains Largest Available Amount, $150,000

A local man’s hobby became a 
way for another family to get back 
a lost heirloom.

Jim Skender of Hamburg has 
been using a metal detector for 
20 years looking for lost and for-
gotten treasures.

Recently, Skender was using 
his metal detector in Eudora and 
found a set of dog tags. He said 
there was a ring and another item 
attached to the tags. He showed 
the items to his granddaughter 
who posted them on her Face-
book page to try to find the own-
er. The dog tags belonged to an 
Austin B. Leveritt who had lost 
them over the summer.

As it turned out, the ring was 
actually a gift that was made for 
his grandmother by his grand-
father and passed down to him. 
The ring and tags were returned 
to Leveritt.

The Hamburg School District’s 
construction projects cleared an-
other hurdle last week when the 
board met and voted to award 
two bids.

The first bid, for the remodel of 
the Portland Elementary School 
gym, was for $565,575 and was 
awarded to Moser Construction 
of Bryant.

The second bid, for the replace-
ment of the HVAC system in the 
gym-cafeteria at Hamburg High 
School, was awarded to Mizell 
Heating and Air for $259,750.

The bids were awarded in con-
nection with the 4-mill ad valor-

em tax increase HSD voters ap-
proved in May to fund up to $7.8 
million in school improvements.

Hamburg Superintendent Tra-
cy Streeter said the bids were 
initially opened Oct. 17, and now 
that work is moving forward the 
school district needs to form an 
interview panel for hiring a proj-
ect manager.

The interview for the project 
manager could happen as quick-
ly as Nov. 1 in order to have a 
recommendation to bring to the 
board Nov. 11, she said.

The district will allow some of 
the smaller projects such as 

bathroom remodeling to be man-
aged in-house, Streeter said.

The superintendent also told 
the board that in discussions 
about other planned improve-
ments, she would like to meet 
further to discuss the specifics 
about installing a turf field and 
track improvements.

Hamburg Mayor Dane Wein-
dorf has approached the school 
district about using the grass off 
the field that will be replaced with 
turf on some of the ball fields at 
the city park, Streeter said.

Streeter also told the board that 
the district had been approached 

about the possible sale of prop-
erty that was originally donated 
to the HSD by the Glenn Ryles 
family. 

The property was appraised 
for $75,000 in 2016 and was ap-
praised again six weeks ago for 
$49,500.

As a part of the agreement, the 
Ryles family has the first right to 
purchase the property back, as 
well as to some of the assets on 
it, she said.

While the district has not said it 
would sell the property and has 
not sought to do so, Streeter said 
she wanted to bring the matter to 

the board’s attention so that she 
could have a course of action.

Board member Maggie Ware 
said that since the Ryles fam-
ily donated the property to the 
district, she thought they should 
be asked their thoughts about it. 
Board member Suzanne Single-
ton agreed.

“My concern is that they took 
the time to donate this to us, and 
that bodes as ill will for us to turn 
around and sell it,” she said.

The board ultimately declined 
to move forward on the offer.

The board did however ap-
prove the award of bids for the 

sale of busses the district was no 
longer using. 

Finance Director John Spradlin 
said one person had bid on two 
busses, one for $625 and one for 
$1,045. 

The board voted to accept the 
bids as presented.

A third bus did not have any 
bidders, Spradlin said, but after 
bids were closed someone of-
fered the district $800 for it.

Board members said it would 
not be fair to accept an offer after 
bids were closed so they voted 
to advertise the bus for bid a 
second time.

School Projects Clear Another Hurdle, Move Closer To Reality

The local economy received a 
potential boost last week when 
Crossett City Council approved 
a letter signaling its willingness to 
discuss economic development 
incentives with a company plan-
ning to locate in the area.

Crossett Economic Develop-
ment Executive Director Mike 
Smith presented the letter, which 
was addressed to a company 
looking to locate a biofuel produc-
tion in the area, to the council.

“The letter basically says you’re 
willing to sit down with them to 
negotiate a pilot agreement that 
will allow them to be issued Act 9 
bonds,” Smith said. 

The agreement would involve 
tax breaks, Smith said, and Cros-
sett is going to have to be com-
petitive with what they offer. Act 9 
bonds, or Initial Revenue Bonds, 
provide financing options for 
companies. 

Smith told the council that the 
City of Crossett is competing with 
other cities —and states — when 
asking companies to locate in 
the area. However, the letter pre-
sented to them Monday, Oct. 21 
was just a preliminary procedure 
of the process. 

“Basically, all this letter does 
is become a part of the records 
and give their financing people 
something to look at as they put 
a financing package together,” 
Smith said. 

Councilman Cary Carter ques-
tioned how much and how long 
the potential tax breaks could 
be in place. Smith said it could 
be a break of approximately 65 
percent but only for the time the 
bond issue is in place. Once the 
bond issue is paid off, the taxes 
would revert to the regular taxing 
schedule. 

“I always look at it like this, 35 
percent of $900 million is bet-
ter than a 100 percent of zero,” 
Smith said. 

Councilwoman Crystal Marshal 
said that if the city is going to be 
serious about recruiting industry, 
they would need to start by ap-
proving the letter. 

“I think if we want to be competi-
tive and we want to recruit indus-
try, this is pretty much industry 
standard and we’ve got to com-
mit to this,” Marshall said. Coun-
cilman Dale Martinie seconded 
Marshall’s motion to approve the 
letter and said he thought the city 
needed to put its best foot for-
ward and be open to conversa-
tion to get things rolling. 

The council approved the mo-
tion unanimously.

Smith also told council mem-
bers he needed them to approve 
a resolution so that he could ap-
ply for grant funds for the new 
community center. Smith said 
the center has stayed booked 
just about every weekend and 
he wanted to add some things 
to the inside such as an ice ma-

chine and refrigerators, though 
the main goal is to remodel the 
exterior of then building.

Smith also asked council to 
have representatives from a so-

lar farm added to the next work-
ing session agenda. There is a 
company that has been inter-
ested in installing a solar farm in 
the area and Smith said they are 

now ready to move forward.
Also on council’s agenda was 

the adopted an ordinance that 
they voted on last month allow-
ing the sale of craft and hand-

made items in addition to pro-
duce at the city farmer’s market. 
This allows the market to host 
a craft fair the last Saturday of 
each month and boost the eco-

nomic position of several local 
crafters. The council voted on 
the change last month, but had 
to approve the drafted document 
as a formality this month.

Local Economy Feels Promise Of Boost With New Offering

Find
Returns 
Family 

Treasure

A family’s treasures are returned recently after they were lost in a neighboring county over the summer. Jim Skender’s hobby and 
his granddaughter’s social media skills tracked the proper owner of a ring that was found attached to Austin Leveritt’s dog tags.


